BALLYKILCLINE LAMPS, COUNTY BOSCOMMQW, ... 



RETURN to an Address of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 23 April 1847 j— -for, . 



I — 

“ COPIES of all Communications made by the Commissioned of Woods and 
Forests to any Agent or Agents m charge for the time being of the Crown Estate in 
e Pansh of Kilglass and County of Roscommon, in Ireland, during the last Five 
Y>ars; with all the Answers made thereto Of aD Communications made to 
any Solicitor m **«i, employed by the said Commissioners, relative to the Affairs 
of the said State, and concerning any legal Proceedings intended to be had or taken 
*' e „ to ‘ ht EentS 0r Adm ™stration thereof; with all the Replies thereto 
Of all Communications from the same to the same, or from the Land Ao-ent 
relative to the Conduct of the Tenants thereof towards him in the Execution of his 
Duty or Instructions, or of Bailiffs employed by him; with all the Replies thereto.” 

“ STA ™MENT of the Amount of the Yeaeiy Rents reserved on all and every of the 
said Lands, specifying whether Acreable or in Gross; distinguishing the Townlands 
by Name, as well as the Names of the several Tenants, and the Amount paid by each 
during the last Five Years, and the Gross Arrears now due on each Tenancy on the 
said Estate, specifying the Acreable Contents in each Tenement thereon.” 



II. 

RETURN of all Law Costs which have been furnished as incurred or paid by Her 
Majesty’s Commissioners of Woods and Forests in the Management of the 
Crown Estate situated in the Parish of Kilglass and County of Roscommon, in Ireland, 
since the Expiration pf the Lease which last entitled the said Commissioners to claim 
Possession thereof." 



{Mr. French.) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
2 June 1847. 
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STATEMENT RESPECTING THE CROWN ESTATE 



STATEMENT by the Commissioners of Her Majesty's Woods, 
Forests, Land Revenues, Works and Buildings. 



W ITH reference to these Returns, and in explanation thereof, the Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Woods, Forests, Land Revenues, Works and 
Buildings, submit the following particulars : — 

The lands of Ballykilcline, in the barony of Ballintubber, and county of 
Roscommon, containing, by survey made in 1831, 371 a. 2 r. 30 p., plantation 
acres, or 602 a. Or. 11 p., statute, were forfeited to the Crown in the Rebellion 
which occurred in Ireland in the year 1688, and were last leased by Letters 
Patent from the Crown in 1794 to Charles Costelloe, to hold from the 1st May 1793 
for 41 years, at the yearly rent of 216/. 7 s. 10^ d., of the late Irish currency, 
being equivalent to 199/. 14s. ll|t/., present British currency, who subsequently 
assigned his interest in these lands to Lord Hartland. This lease determined 
on the 1st May 1834. Prior to the expiration thereof, negotiations were 
opened between this Board and his Lordship, for the purchase of this estate 
of the Crown for the sum of 8,738/. The terms proposed to Lord Hartland 
in this negotiation were, however, not accepted, and no further communications 
were had on the subject, nor any arrangements since proposed for the sale of the 
property, which has consequently been under the management of this Board since 
the year 1834, as part of the Land Revenues of the Crown. 

At the period of this resumption of the property into the hands of the Crown, 
it was found to be divided into about 74 distinct tenancies or occupations, none, 
however, holding under any lease or instrument of demise from Lord Hartland, 
or his assignees, but either as tenants from year to year or at will. The 
aggregate rental to which the estate was subject, as derived from these occupying 
tenants, was at that period, 411/. 19s. 11</., and was made up of 105/. 15s. Id., 
rents formerly paid directly to his Lordship, and of 306/. 4s. 10 d., of rents 
theretofore paid to Lord Hartland’s sub-lessee, by parties holding directly 
under him. 

These rents were, in 1835, put in charge with a Receiver on the part of this 
Board, for collection as well as the general management of the estate, subject to 
such instructions and directions as should be from time to time communicated from 
this Office. 

The rents at which this estate was then held were paid with tolerable regularity, 
with some few exceptions, during the first two years ; but great difficulty and 
opposition having been experienced in procuring payment of the rents for the 
year 1836, notices to quit and surrender up possession of their respective 
holdings were, in 1837, served upon the whole occupiers, under instructions from 
this Office. Fifty-two of the tenants subsequently gave up possession of their 
holdings to the Board’s Receiver, and were again let into possession, being 
appointed Care-takers, at an allowance of sixpence per month, having signed 
an undertaking to deliver up possession when required by the Crown; the 
remainder of the tenants absolutely refused to give up the possession, or to 
account with the Crown’s Receivers for the value of the holdings in their 
occupation. 

In 
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In the same year, as payment of rent was still withheld, and as several of 
the persons who had agreed to surrender when called upon, absolutely refused 
to give up possession, attempts were made to recover payment of the arrears 
of rent that had then accrued, but which were wholly unavailable in conse- 
quence of the determined opposition evinced by the tenantry ; and a communi- 
cation was made to the Irish Government, through the then Under-Secretary, 
Mr. Drummond, for the assistance of a police force for the protection of the 
parties engaged in levying the arrears, and in recovering possession from those 
of the Care-takers who had refused to surrender their holdings to the Crown. 
This assistance was declined, on the ground of the circumstances which had 
been laid before Mr. Drummond not being sufficiently explanatory as to the 
interest which the parties had in the land from whom the possession was then 
sought to be recovered, and also that no breach of the peace had as yet taken 
place. 

Under these circumstances no effectual steps could be taken on the part 
of this Board, either for the recovery of the arrears, or the dispossession of 
the overholding tenants, as it was clear, from the Reports then laid before the 
Commissioners, that any attempt to enforce either in the ordinary mode, through 
the bailiffs usually employed on such occasions, would be attended with a certain 
breach of the peace, and probable personal injury to those employed ; and it was 
deemed expedient to suspend at that time, when great excitement was found 
to prevail among the tenantry, any further proceedings in the matter. No rent 
has been since paid to the Crown, nor have any of the parties who originally 
acknowledged the Crown’s possession, surrendered the occupation of their 
respective holdings. 

Since that period, numerous applications have been made to the Commis- 
sioners for a lease of the entire property ; and the Surveyors employed by the 
Commissioners in Ireland having been called on to report thereon, and as to the 
course which they migbt, under the peculiar circumstances of the estate, deem 
most expedient for the Crown’s interest, submitted their opinion that the lands 
should be let to a solvent and respectable tenant, on a lease for a limited number 
of years, subject to the then occupation of the lands, with a view to the property 
being ultimately brought into the market for sale, subject to such demise ; as 
they considered that the difficulties presenting themselves in the way of the 
Crown proceeding by ejectment against the overholding tenants, and the 
expensive nature of an information of intrusion, rendered such a course most 
advisable. 

Although the Commissioners were fully aware of the inefficacy of the existing 
legal remedies, should proceedings by ejectment be attempted, and of the time 
that would be consumed and expense incurred by information of intrusion, it yet 
appeared to them, that the course recommended by the Surveyors, of interposing 
as a lessee an individual wholly unconnected with the property between the 
Crown and the immediate occupiers of the land, and thereby investing him in 
that character with the power of dispossessing a large and generally necessitous 
population, was one which ought not to be adopted in the management of the 
Crown’s Land Revenues in Ireland. 

These views of the Commissioners were communicated in December 1841 
with all the other particulars relating to the property, to their officer, in Ireland, 
the Clerk of the Quit Rents, with instructions to proceed at once to the lands, and 
on the spot to institute accurate inquiry into the exact position in which the 
occupiers then stood as to their tenancies or supposed tenancies, and to ascertain 
liow far they might be inclined to undertake for payment of the rents at which 
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they held the lands prior to the resumption thereof by the Crown, in order that 
the Commissioners might be able to judge of the expediency of remission of the 
whole or any portion of the then arrears, and of the best mode of making available 
the true and just value of the estate as to future rents. 

The Clerk of the Quit Rents proceeded accordingly, in the early part of 1842, 
Return I., No. i. to the lands, and submitted for the Commissioners’ information, a full Report on 
the then state of the property and occupiers. This Report was accompanied by 
Rental (A.) a rental and terrier of the estate, a copy of which is hereunto annexed, (A.), 
showing the respective occupiers’ names, the portions of the lands in each occupa- 
tion, the rents at which the same were then held, the amounts that had been 
received from the occupiers between the expiration of the lease, 1st May 1834 
and 1st November 1841, with the respective arrears due at that date, and out- 
standing at 7th January 1842. 

From this Report it appeared that no disposition existed on the part of the 
occupiers to come to any settlement with the Crown as to the arrears then due, 
or to an acknowledgment of the Crown’s right of possession ; and, founded on 
this inspection, he proceeded to recommend that the rents of such of the tenants 
as it might be judged proper to retain should be put in charge with the Collector 
of Excise of the district (the former Crown Receivers having been removed 
by the Commissioners’ direction) for collection, with such modification of the 
claims for arrears against them as might be deemed proper, and that immediate 
legal proceedings should be taken for dispossessing such of the occupiers as 
had paid no rent to the Crown since the expiration of the Crown lease ; and 
the names of eight occupiers holding six distinct tenements were furnished to 
this Office, as those of the parties against whom such proceedings should be 
immediately adopted. 

Return I., This course having been approved of by the Commissioners, subject to the 
Nos. c, 3 and 4 . game meet i n g w ith t h e sanction of the Attorney-General for Ireland, to whom the 
subject was submitted through the Chief Secretary for Ireland, founded on 
a communication between the Chief Commissioner of this Board and himself, 
the requisite instructions were given to the solicitors acting for the Commissioners 
in Ireland for filing an information of intrusion against the eight occupiers of 
portions of this estate above referred to, such proceedings being framed under the 
advice of the Attorney and Solicitor-General for Ireland, and with the sanction 
and approval of the Irish Government. 

In the meanwhile the rents payable by the other occupiers of the property 
were, as recommended by the Clerk of the Quit Rents, put in charge for 
collection with the Collector of Excise of the district; but although, pursuant to 
notices issued, the parties attended at the Collector’s office, no payment of rent, 
Return I., No. 4 . or arrears, or on account of any part thereof, could be procured, with one 
exception. 

With respect to the legal proceedings that have been adopted, the ordinary 
course has been followed out. Processes having been issued against the eight 
defendants were, after great opposition and by the intervention of the police 
force, duly served on all. Appearances were entered for some of the defendants, 
who were served with notice of Rule to plead, and attachments were issued 
against such of them as entered no appearances. Great difficulty was experienced 
in having these attachments executed, and the parties arrested ; and it became 
necessary to institute proceedings at the instance of the Crown against the 
Sheriff, for neglect of his duty in this matter. The progress of these proceed- 
ings 
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ings will be found detailed in the Copies Correspondence in Return I., Nos. 5 
to 20. 

After considerable delay, incident to the nature of the legal steps adopted, 
some of the defendants against whom attachments had been issued were arrested 
and lodged in gaol, under circumstances of considerable difficulty, as reported by 
the Sheriff, from the opposition evinced by the population of the neighbourhood ; 
others of the defendants it was, after an expenditure of much time and trouble, 
ascertained were dead ; and ultimately, in the commencement of the year 1844 , 
an injunction was obtained for putting the Crown into possession of the holdings 
of four out of eight of the defendants, two of the remaining four having been 
ascertained to be dead, and the other two having, under the advice of the Crown’s 
counsel, been struck out of the information during its progress. And on the 
19 th January in that year, possession was taken of the lands occupied by those 
four defendants by the Sheriff, and handed over to a Care-taker on behalf of 
the Crown. From the Reports laid before the Commissioners, it appears this 
service was executed without any actual breach of the peace, although symptoms 
of opposition were manifested, a sufficient police force being in attendance on 
the Sheriff. 

Having thus carried into effect the proceedings recommended by the Crown’s 
counsel for asserting and maintaining the Crown’s rights, it appeared to the Com- 
missioners expedient, founded on suggestions to that effect by the Clerk of the 
Quit Rents, and also on representations made by some of the occupying tenants as 
to the excessive rate of rent at which they were then held, that some arrangement 
should be made with a view to a more personal and local management of the 
property than could be exercised by the Collector of Excise at Athlone, consistently 
with his other duties, and that an agent should be appointed thereto, resident in 
the immediate vicinity, with a view not only to a revision of the terms on which 
the property was held, but to submit for our consideration such arrangements 
generally as he might consider best adapted for bringing the whole concern into 
a satisfactory state of settlement. 

And the name of Mr. George Knox, resident at Clonfree, in the immediate 
neighbourhood of Ballykilcline, having been submitted as a fit and proper person 
to be placed in the management of this property, he received the Board’s appoint- 
ment as agent to this estate. 

Pending these arrangements, it appeared that three of the parties who had been 
evicted by the Sheriff from their holdings had re-entered into possession, having 
forcibly removed the locks and staples placed on their houses by the Crown Care- 
taker. As Mr. Knox had not then been formally nominated, it became necessary 
to suspend proceedings for punishing the parties concerned in this outrage, till 
he should be in a capacity to act therein. 

On his nomination being decided on, notices to that effect were directed to be 
served on the occupiers of the estate, in carrying which into effect the most 
determined resistance and opposition were experienced, and Mr. Knox reported 
that but for the accidental presence of a few police the process-servers would have 
been murdered. And he further stated, that under the circumstances of the pro- 
perty, and the state of feeling of the population, it would be impracticable for him 
to undertake the management of the estate, unless a sufficient police force should 
be located on the estate to afford the necessary protection to the parties who were 
to act under him. 

These particulars were communicated by the Clerk of the Quit Rents to the 
Under-Secretary for Ireland, and instructions were given by the Irish Govern- 
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Return I., No. 33. 



Return I., 
Enclosure (A.) in 
No. 34. 
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Nos. 34 to 38. 
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Nos. 45 and 46. 
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Nos. 59 and 60. 
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Nos. 63 to 69. 



Return I., No. 70. 



Enclosure in 
Return I., No. 71. 
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ment to the Inspector-general of Constabulary for a sufficient force being placed 
on the lands. 

These arrangements being completed, proceedings were instituted under the 
advice of the Crown counsel against the parties who have repossessed themselves 
of the holdings from which they had been evicted by summary process before the 
magistrates at the petty sessions for the district, and also against other parties who 
had been identified as the ringleaders in the assault made against the persons 
employed by Mr. Knox in serving notices of his appointment as agent to the 
property. From IMr. Knox's report herein, it appears that six of the latter were 
arrested and held to heavy bail to appear for trial at the quarter sessions, and that 
in the matter of the repossession a precept had been obtained to the Sheriff of the 
county to summon a jury to try the forcible detainer of the premises. From Mr. 
Knox’s reports it appeared that the proceedings adopted, both before the magis- 
trates for the assault, and before a jury for recovery of the possession, were ineffi- 
cacious, the parties in the first instance being acquitted, and a verdict for the 
defendants being returned in the second. 

Under these circumstances, proceedings by information in equity were adopted, 
under the advice of the Crown’s counsel, against fourteen of the occupiers, and the 
usual steps taken for bringing the same to issue ; pending which course of pro- 
ceeding the Crown’s agent on the lands was placed in a position of great danger, 
both to person and property, from the hostility evinced towards him by the occupiers 
of the lands. In January 1846 the proceedings in equity terminated by a decree 
being pronounced in favour of the Crown, under which an injunction could be 
issued for putting the Crown into possession, and the necessary arrangements for 
enforcing the same through the medium of military and police assistance were 
suggested to the Commissioners ; but on a representation of the facts of the case, 
the Irish Government declined authorizing the location of either a police or 
military force on the lands for retaining the possession after enforcing the injunction 
and the removal of the intruding occupiers against whom the decree had been 
issued. 

While these proceedings were under consideration, memorials were submitted 
to the Commissioners on behalf of the occupiers generally, praying to be allowed 
to take leases of their respective holdings, at such rents as the lands were rated at in 
the Crown lease to Lord Hartland ; and these applications having been submitted 
to the Crown agent on the lands, the Board’s officer in Ireland, and their solicitors, 
and the Crown counsel, arrangements were proposed for accepting the several 
occupiers as tenants to the Crown, under proposals for leases to be made from them 
through the Crown’s agent within a period specified, and founded thereon, for a 
composition in respect to the arrears then due ; and the proceedings for enforcing 
the injunction were directed to be suspended till it should appear whether there 
was any disposition on the part of the occupiers to meet any terms of arrangement 
and settlement, both with respect to future occupation and past arrears. 

The arrears on this property, as due at 1st May 1846, and the parties owing 
the same, will be found detailed in Enclosure in No. 71 of Return I. 

No proposals having been submitted on the part of the occupiers during a 
period of several months, notices were in December last served, under the advice 
of the Attorney-General for Ireland, upon the parties against whom a decree had 
been obtained, to the effect that if no steps were taken by them for entering intq 
a satisfactory arrangement with the Commissioners within one month, the injunc- 
tion for putting the Crown into possession would be executed, and themselves 
turned out of their tenements, 

And 
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And it having been notified at the termination of the period fixed that no pro- 
posals had been made, and no arrangements submitted on the part of the occupiers, 
the Commissioner? concurred in a suggestion made by the Attorney-General, that 
as it might appear harsh to proceed at the then season of the year (February last) 
to the ejectment of so many parties as were included in the injunction (fourteen 
individuals with their families), it might be expedient to serve fresh notices, 
appointing a further day, in order to give them time to procure new residences, 
at the expiration of which the injunction would be peremptorily executed, and the 
respective parties turned out of possession. The period fixed by the Attorney- 
General for this proceeding of summary ejectment is the 1 st of May, and the 
requisite notices have been served on the several defendants to the suit in equity 
accordingly. An information of intrusion has also been directed to be filed against 
all the other occupiers, and on a decree being obtained and injunction issued for 
putting the Crown into possession, the requisite arrangements will be made for 
enforcing the same. 



Return I., 
Nos. 77 to 78. 



The costs incurred in the several legal proceedings that have been adopted 
since the expiration of the Crown lease in 1834 to the present time, during each 
year, will be found in the accompanying Return II. Return II. 



MORPETH, 

A. MILNE, 
CHARLES GORE, 



j Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Woods, Forests, Land Revenues, 
Works and Buildings. 



Office of Woods, &c.\ 
19 March 1847. J 
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Rental (A.) - 

RENTAL of the Crown Lands of Ballyldlcline, County of Roscommon, for Seven and a Half Years, commencing 
Amount of Rents for Seven and a Half Years ending 1st November 1841, Receipts for or on account of each 



Statute Measure. 



Thomas, Edward, and Patrick 
M'Cormick, and T. Handley. 
John Downey & Bernard O'Neil 
Patrick Reilly - 
Bridget Mahon (widow) - 
Thomas M'Dermott 
John and Terence Moran - j 
Thomas Reynolds - - - 

Terence Reynolds - 
James Mull era - 
Patrick Colligan - 
James Kelly - - - - 1 

Michael M'Dermott - - l 

Patrick Reynolds - - - j 

Richard Padden - 
Daniel Coghlan 
Patrick Colligan - 
Thomas Fitzmaurice - » 

Thomas M‘ .Manus ... 
John Mullera - - - 

Ann Mullera (widow) - - l 

John Carolan, formerly P. Gint j 
John Carolan, formerly Owen 
Carolan. 

Mary M‘ Daniel - 
Patrick Kelly ... 
Terence Connor - 
John and Thomas Costelloe - 
John and Hugh M'Dermott - 
Patrick Maguire - 
Thomas Magan ... 
James Hanly ... 
John Quinn .... 
Thomas Fallon ... 
Patrick and Bart. Narry 
Patrick and Martin Finn 
Edward Ginty ... 
John Maguire, now James Connor 
William Brennan - 
Anne Flower (widow) 

Henry Stewart - - - 1 

William Stewart - - - J 

Patrick and Michael Coyle and 
Foley. 

Bridget Fallon (widow) - - "I 

James Connor - - - j 

John Stewart - 

Patrick and Edward Donnellan 
John Camton - 

Honor. Winter (widow) - 

Patrick M'Cormick and J. Wynne 
Patrick Diffeley - - - 1 

James Diffeley - - - j 

Patrick Connor - 

John Stewart ... 
John Toolan and Byrne 
John Magan - 

Michael Connor ... 
Denis Connor ... 
Patrick Stewart - 

James Stewart ... 
Thomas Magan, senior & junior 
Widow of Brj an Magan 
Edward Narry - - - 1 

Mark, Janies, and Luke Narry J 
Reverend Thomas Lloyd 
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YEARLY 

RENTS. 


Amount 
of Seven and 
a Half Years' 
Rent from 
1st May 1834 to 
1st Nov. 1841. 


Receipts of 
Rents for Year 
ended 

1st May 1835. 


Receipts of 
Rents for Year 

1st May 183G. 


Receipts of 
Rents for Year 
ended 

1st May 1837. 


£. s. 


d. 


£. 


s . 


d. 


£. 


s. 


(l. 


£. 


s. 


d. 


£. 


s. 


d. 


15 5 


2 


H4 


8 


9 


15 


5 


2 


15 


5 


- 




- 




9 19 


4 


74 


15 


- 


9 


19 


4 


i 9 


19 


4 


2 


8 


10 


7 - 


6 


52 


13 


9 


7 


- 


(i 


7 


- 










i 4 


- 


9 


- 


- 


1 


4 


- • 




4 


- 


- 


12 


- 


4 15 


2 


35 


13 


9 


4 


15 


2 


4 


15 


2 


2 


7 


7 


6 14 


- 


50 


5 


- 




14 


- 




'4 


- 








4 15 


- 


35 


12 




4 


15 


- 


4 


15 


- 


2 


7 


6 


7 10 


4 


50 


7 




7 


10 


4 


7 


10 


4 


3 


15 


2 


8 4 


6 


1 61 


13 


9 


8 


4 


6 


8 


4 


6 


4 


2 


3 


5 3 


5 


38 15 


7i 


5 


3 


5 




- 


- 








4 - 


- 


30 


- 


- 


4 


— 


— ; 


4 


- 


- 


2 


- 


- 


4 15 


2 


35 


13 


9 


4 


15 


2 


4 


15 


2 








5 3 


5 


38 15 


74 


5 


3 


5 


5 


3 


5 


2 


11 




« 3 


b 


61 




3 


8 


3 


6 


8 


3 


b 


4 


1 


9 


2 14 


2 


20 


6 


3 


2 


14 


2 


2 


14 


Q 


1 


7 






2 


84 


1 


3 


11 




2 


1 1 




2 








8 3 


6 


61 


6 


3 






. 


- 




- 








5 2 


- 


38 


5 


- 




2 


- 


5 


2 


- 


2 


11 


- 


3 16 


C 


28 


13 


9 


3 


16 


6 


3 


lb 


6 


1 


18 




3 16 


6 


28 


13 


9 




16 


6 


3 


16 


6 


1 


18 




3 16 


6 


28 


»3 


9 


3 


16 


6 






- 


- 


. 




4 15 


10 


35 




9 


4 


15 


10 














4 15 


10 


35 


18 


.9 


4 


15 


10 


4 


15 


10 


2 


7 


n 


3 15 


8 


28 


7 




3 


15 


8 


3 


15 


8 


1 


17 


10 


3 15 


8 




7 


6 


3 


15 


8 


3 


15 


8 


1 


17 


10 


7 15 


2 




3 


9 


7 


15 


2 


5 


ib 


4 u 








21 18 


9 


1G4 


10 


74 


21 


18 


9 


- 


- 










3 10 


- 


2(j 


5 


- 


3 


10 




3 


10 


- 


X 


i£> 


- 


3 12 


- 


27 


- 


- 




- 




- 






- 






3 io 


- 


26 


5 


- 




10 


— 


- 






- 


. 




4 16 


- 


36 




- 








- 


. 






. 




8 8 


8 


93 


5 


- 


8 


8 


8 


8 


8 


8 


_ 




8 


9 19 


9 


74 


18 


i4 






- 




- 


- 








10 8 


8 


78 


5 




10 


8 


8 


3 


9 


8* 




. 




2 14 


4 


20 


7 


6 


2 


H 


2 










. 




1 - 


9 


7 


15 


74 


1 


- 




1 


- 




- 


10 


4i 


9 1 


6 




1 


3 


9 


1 


b 


9 


1 


b 


4 


10 


9 


1 i 


- 


7 


'7 




1 


1 


- 




1 


- 








2 9 


2 


18 


8 


9 


2 


9 


2 


2 


9 


2 


1 


4 


7 


2 9 


2 






9 


2 




2 














4 18 


5 


36 18 


14 


4 


18 


5 














4 - 
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30 


2 


6 


4 


_ 


4 


4 


_ 




2 


_ 


2 


2 - 
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Rental (A.) 



1st May 1834 and ending the 1st November 1841 ; showing the Names of the Occupiers, Acreages, yearly Rents, 
Year’s Rent, Gross Receipts, and the Arrears due 1st November 1841, and outstanding on the 7th January 1842. 



Receipts of 


Receipts of 


Receipts of 






Arrears due 


NAMES 


— ‘ 


Rents for Year 


Rents for Year 


Rents for Year 




GROSS 


1 st Nov. 1841 , 




ended 


ended 


ended 


ended 


RECEIPTS. 




of 


No. 






1 st May 1840 . 


1 st May 1841 . 


7 th Jan. 1842 . 


OCCUPYING TENANTS. 




£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. i. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. 4 . d. 






. 


. 


‘ 




30 10 4 


83 18 5 


Thomas, Edward, and Patrick 
M‘Cormick,andT.Handley. 
John Downey & Bernard O’Neil 


1 




- 




... 


20 7 6 






- 








14 i - 


38 12 g 


Patrick Reilly ... 




• 


- 


- 


. 




6 - - 


Bridset Mahon (widow)- 


' 3 


- 








li 17 11 


23 15 10 


Thomas M'Dermott 










- 


13 8 - 




John and Terence Moran 




- 






- 


11 17 6 


23 15 - 


Thomas Reynolds ... 


6 






- 


- 


18 15 10 




Terence Reynolds 




- - - 






- 




41 2 6 


James Multera ... 


8 




- 


- 




5 3 5 


33 12 aj 


Patrick Colligan ... 






- 






10 - - 


20 - - 


James Kelly .... 




- 






- 






Michael M'Dermott 






- 


- 


- 


12 18 6 J 




Patrick Reynolds - 






- 


... 




20 8 9 


40 17 6 


Richard Padden ... 








... 


- 




13 10 10 


Daniel Coghlan ... 






... 




- 


22 8 4 


61 12 11 


Patrick Colligan ... 








... 


- 






Thomas Fitztnaurice 


16 


- 




- 




12 15 - 


25 10 - 


Thomas M'Manus - 




17 


... 


- 


... 


- 






John Mullera ... 


1 


: : : 




: : : 




9 11 3 

3 16 6 

4 15 10 


19 2 6 
H 17 3 
31 2 11 


Ann Mullera (widow) - 
John Carolan, formerly P. Gint 
John Carolan, formerly Owen 












Carolan. 


V 


>9 


- 










23 19 2 


Mary M'Daniel ... 


1 






... 


. 




18 18 4 


Patrick Kelly 


1 


20 






... 






18 18 4 


Terence Connor ... 


f 














John and Thomas Costelloe - 


1 


21 










21 18 9 


142 11 10) 


John and Hugh M'Dermott - 


r 


... 








8 15 - 


17 10 - 


Patrick Maguire ... 




- 










Thomas Magan ... 




22 




- 


- 




3 10 - 


22 15 - 


James Hanly ... 


r 




- 


. 








John Quinn ... - 




... 




... 




l 7 5 - 




Thomas Fallon - 














Patrick and Bart. Narry - 


24 


- 


- 










Patrick and Martin Finn 












2 14 2 




Edward Ginty ... 


2ti 


- 




- 




2 11 10| 




John Maguire, now James C onnor 


27 


- 




- 




22 13 9 
2 2 - 


45 7 6 

5 J 5 6 


William Brennan - 
Anne Flower (widow) - 


| 28 


- 




... 




6 2 11 


12 5 


Henry Stewart ... 


I 














William Stewart - - - 




. 










31 19 8£ 


Patrick and Michael Coyle and 


30 














Foley. 




- 








10 - 10 


20 1 8 


Bridget Fallon (widow) - 


3 * 














James Connor ... 


32 




- 










John Stewart - 










. 






Patrick and Edward Donnellan 
















John Camton ... 














2412 6 


Honor. Winter (widow) - 










... 






Patrick M'Cormick and J. Wynn 


37 




- 










Patrick DifFeley ... 


1 


38 


- 












James DifFeley - - - 


J 




- 








64 - - 


Patrick Connor ... 


I 














John Stewart ... 


> 39 


. 


- 


... 


. 


1 - - 


6 10 - 


John Toolan and Byrne 














54 18 6 


John Magan - 












... 






Michael Connor - - . 








. 










Denis Connor ... 






- 






. 






Patrick Stewart ... 




40 












26 17 11 


James Stewart - 












... 






Thomas Magan, senior & junior 








... 










Widow of Bryan Magan 










. 








Edward Narrv • 
















Mark, James, and Luke Narry 




10 10 - 


10 10 - 


10 10 - 


10 10 - 


73 10 - 


5 5 - 


Reverend 1 homas Lloyd 




10 10 - 


10 10 - 


10 10 - 


10 10 - 


805 18 5] 


2,284 2 g 
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10 CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING THE CROWN ESTATE 



I. 

RETURN by the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods, 
Forests, Land Revenues, Works and Buildings. 



No. i. (Extract.) — No. 1. — 

Clerk of the Quit Rents to Commissioners of Woods. 

Quit Rent Office, 28th February 1842. 
****** # * 

Pursuant to your order of the 3d ultimo, directing me to proceed as soon as 
practicable to the Crown lands of Ballykilcline in the county of Roscommon, 
for the purpose of visiting this estate, and reporting such particulars as I might 
acquire, and offering such recommendation with respect to its future disposition as 
I might think advisable to suggest, I have to report, that on the morning of the 
7th, at an early hour, I proceeded to Ballykilcline, which is distant from Strokes- 
town about five miles, and in the first instance called upon the Reverend Thomas 
Lloyd, Rector of Kilglass, who resides at the glebe adjoining Ballykilcline, and 
also holds a parcel thereof from the Crown, and from whom I received every 
possible information and assistance during the two days I remained there. 

I was occupied the first day in walking over the estate, and ascertaining the 
position of the several holdings, with reference to their numerical order, amount- 
ing to 403 subdivisions, as specified on a survey made by Messrs. Brassington 
and Gale in 1836, and in order that I might obtain some general knowledge of 
the localities preparatory to my making a minute investigation into the state of 
each of the holdings of the occupying tenants, should it appear that they evinced 
a disposition to come forward and render an explanation of their pecuniary dealings 
with Messrs. Brassington and Gale, and undertake for the future the payment of 
the rents in charge against them ; and to give them an opportunity of doing which, 

I arranged for them to meet me on the morning of the 8tli instant at ten o’clock 
at Mr. Lloyd’s school-house, having had notices to this effect previously served 
upon them by Patrick Maguire, one of the occupying tenants, who attended me 
throughout, having been recommended by Mr. Lloyd as a person to be relied 
upon, and having a perfect knowledge of the estate and tenants. 

With exception, however, of Maguire, and another occupier of the name of 
J. Mullera, none of the other tenants attended, a circumstance for which I was 
fully prepared; but, notwithstanding, I ascertained pretty clearly that no further 
payments were made to Messrs. Brassington and Gale (or other party) than those 
admitted by them in their return furnished to this office on the 26th ultimo. 

As it was apparent that the non-attendance of the tenants was the result of com- 
bination, I came to the determination at once not to offer the slightest overtures to . 
any of the parties concerned ; stating, however, to Maguire and Mullera, and 
desiring they would let it be generally known, that on my return to Dublin I would 
report the fact to your Board, with a view to such steps being taken for asserting 
the rights of the Crown as you might deem advisable ; at the same time I stated 
that I was certain a broad distinction would be drawn between those tenants who 
had made payments for the year ended 1st May 1837, being the gale due on the 
1st November 1836, and those who had never made any payment since the deter- 
mination of the Crown lease in May 1834, and against whom 1 apprehended legal 
proceedings would be forthwith instituted. 

I was necessarily obliged to defer my report upon this matter until I had received 
a communication from your Board, as to the net amount admitted by Messrs. Bras- 
sington and Gale to have been received on account of the rents of-this estate since 
the 1st May 1834, and which appears to be 742/. 18 s. 5^d. 

Taking into consideration the several' circumstances connected with this pro- 
perty, which is at present in a most exhausted condition, and occupied, generally 
speaking, by a bad description of tenantry, though there are some that were 
extremely well able to have discharged the rents to which they were made subject, 

it 
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it appears to me that the most advisable course to be now taken is to have the' 
rents of such tenants as it may be judged proper to retain at once put in charge 
with the Collector of Excise at Athlone, who holds out offices at Strokestown eight 
times in each year, and to have a notice served upon them, requiring them to pay 
him their rents for the future, and such portion of the arrears due by° them as shall 
be specified. And with respect to such occupiers as all along since May 1834 
have resisted the payment of their rents, though perfectly able to have dis- 
charged them, I would recommend that they should not be at all recognized as 
tenants, and that their names should be furnished to Messrs. Hamilton & Co., 
with directions to proceed in the most summary way against them by information 
of intrusion, with a view of having them evicted from their holdings at the earliest- 
possible period ; as it is absolutely necessary, both in justice to persons possessing 
property in the vicinity of this estate, and in order that the remaining tenants may 
be deterred from withholding payment of their rents, that an example should be 
made of those refractory occupiers. 

It will be perceived from the return lately made by Messrs. Brassington and 
Gale that, with some exceptions, the rents of this property continued to be regularly 
paid up to and for the 1st November 1836; and had proceedings been taken 
against the actual defaulters only in September 1837, instead of against the whole Rental (A.) 
body, as was attempted, it is apprehended the rents of this property would have 
been brought into regular receipt, a state which now cannot be expected, and which, 
as regards their future collection, nothing but the adoption of the most vigorous 
measures can possibly effect. 

On reference to the return lately furnished by Messrs. Brassington and Gale, 
as aforesaid, it will be seen that the whole rents of thirty-three holdings and a 
portion of the rent of another were paid up to the 1st November 1836 ; and I Rental (A.) 
would suggest that those persons, with the exception of the two hereinafter stated, 
should only be required to pay to the collector of Athlone the year’s rent which 
became due on the 1st November 1841, and that on payment thereof they should 
be acquitted in full ; and in consequence of J. Mullera and Patrick Maguire 
having attended as required, it would be advisable to make them some abatement, 
and on their paying the gale of rent that became due at same period they should 
also be acquitted. 

The whole rents of seven other holdings and portions of the rents of three more 
having been paid up to the 1st May 1836, these parties should be required to pay 
the one and a half year’s rent that became due on the 1st May 1841, and, on pay- 
ment of same, acquitted up to that time. 

The rents of eleven more holdings having only been paid up to the 1st May 
1835, the occupying parties should be required to pay the two years’ rent due 
on the 1st November 1841 ; and, on its payment, they should be similarly 
acquitted. 

The following are the defaulters by whom no rent whatever has been paid since 
1st May 1834 ; viz. 

Thomas Fitzmaurice, No. 16 on Rental. — This is the person, as I am informed, 
that caused the tenants to desist, from payment of their rents ; he has, however, 
gone to America, having sold his interest in his holding for a considerable sum of 
money to a young man named Croughan. 

Thomas Magan, No. 22 on Rental. — Magan is supposed to be in good circum- 
stances. 

John Quinn, No. 22 on Rental. — Patrick M'Cormick and J. Wynne, No. 37 on 
Rental. — These parties are considered to possess very little property. 

Dennis Connor, No. 40 on Rental. — Connor has died lately, and his holding is 
now possessed by some of his relations. 

Patrick and Bartholomew Narry, No. 24 on Rental. — The Narrys are reputed 
to be very solvent, and as these persons and Thomas Magan have from the first 
resisted payment, and are supposed to have encouraged the other tenants in the 
like proceeding, it is absolutely necessary that no terms should be entered into 
with them, and that they should be proceeded against as intruders with the least 
practicable delay, as, without their being made amenable to the law, it is vain to 
expect that the other occupying tenants will pay either the entire or any part of 
the arrears which may be demanded from them. 

It might be proper, with a view of making a more marked distinction between 
those who did and those who did not make any payments, to include the occupiers 
of the aforesaid' six holdings in the information, particularly as it would not add 
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No. 2. 



No. 3. 



to the expense thereof; and, with exception of the Narrys and Magan, upon the 
other parties submitting and entering an appearance, and undertaking to pay such 
composition as might be demanded from them, their names could be struck out, 
and the parties continued in possession. 

Should your Board be pleased to approve of the course of proceedings herein- 
before recommended to be adopted, and in respect of which it is most important 
that it should be speedily carried into effect, upon notifying your approval to this 
office I can instruct the solicitors and the collector accordingly ; and in the mean- 
time I shall cause to be prepared, for information and guidance to the collector, a 
trace from the map, and a new reference sheet explanatory of the 463 divisions 
upon Messrs. Brassington and Gale’s survey, as the rental supplied by them, 
where some of the divisions of land are stated to be “ intermixed,” is so defective, 
and the changes that have taken place by deaths and other causes so numerous, 
that it would be quite impracticable for him to proceed to the collection of the 
rents without some such standard to refer to. 

I have now to advert to the proposal transmitted with your letter of the 8th 
instant, offering to become tenant to this property, at the rent and under the con- 
ditions expressed in said proposal, and have to observe, in reference thereto, that 
I entertain the strongest opinion as to the inexpediency of your entertaining any 
proposition having for its object the interposition of a middleman, no matter how 
respectable or how apparently advantageous his offer may be, between your Board 
and the occupying tenants of any Crown estate ; and in the correctness of which 
view lam more confirmed by my late visit to Bally kil cline, and on consideration 
of the several circumstances that have heretofore taken place in the management 
of this property. 

J. Burke , 

The Commissioners of Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

Her Majesty’s Woods, &c. 



(Copy.) — No. 2. — 

Commissioners of Woods to Cleric of the Quit Rents. 

Sir, Office of Woods, &c., 8th March 1842. 

The Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods, &c., have had under their con- 
sideration your Report of the 28th ultimo, stating the result of your visit to the 
Crown’s estate at Ballykilcline, county Roscommon, and suggesting arrange- 
ment for its future disposition. 

And I have, on the Board’s behalf, to acquaint you that they approve of the 
course recommended by you to be adopted herein ; but before proceeding to cany 
the same into effect, I have to desire that you will communicate with Her Ma- 
jesty’s Attorney-General for Ireland, to whom the papers were referred by Lord 
Eliot by yesterday’s post, and that in the event of the Attorney-General being of 
opinion that it will not be advisable to take the steps recommended by you, that 
you will in that case communicate with the Board, and await their further directions 
before adopting any measure. 

In the event of the Attorney-General not objecting to the course pointed out, 
you will proceed at once to carry the same into effect. 

I am, & c. 

J. Burke, Esq. Charles Gore. 



(Copy.) — No. 3. — 

Clerk of the Quit Rents to Commissioners of Woods. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, Quit Rent Office, 30th April 1842. 

Referring to your letter dated the 8th ultimo, acquainting me of your having 
had under your consideration a report from this office of the 28th February last, 
stating the result of my visit to the Crown estate at Ballykilcline, county Ros- 
common, and of your having approved of the course therein recommended to be 
taken, and that in the event of the Attorney-General for Ireland, to whom the 
papers had been referred by Lord Eliot, not objecting thereto, I was to proceed 

at 
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at once to carry the same into effect, I beg to state that I had an interview with 
the Attorney-General on the 29th ultimo, who told me he had replied to the 
reference from Lord Eliot, and that he approved of the course recommended to 
be adopted; and on the following day I received the communication from 
Mr. Lucas, which is herewith enclosed, acquainting me, by desire of His Excel- 
lency the Lord Lieutenant, that the papers having been referred to the Attorney 
and Solicitor-General, they were of opinion that the means recommended by me 
to be taken were judicious, and ought to be forthwith adopted. J 

I, therefore, under the authority of your aforesaid -order, dated the 8 th ultimo 
directed Messrs. Hamilton & Co. to file a bill of intrusion against the eight 
occupiers of the Crown estate of Ballykilcline, whose names were specified in 
my Report of the 28th February ; and the present state of the proceedings in 
this matter will appear from the solicitor’s letter of the 27th instant, to which 
I beg leave to refer. 

I am, &c. 

The Commissioners of J % Burke 

Her Majesty’s Woods, &c. Clerk of the Quit Bents. 



Enclosure A. in No. 3. 



Under-Secretary for Ireland to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 



T * ,r » _ Dublin Castle, 29th March 1842. 

In reference to your Report of the 28th ultimo to the Commissioners of Woods and 
Forests, with respect to the Crown lands of Ballykilcline, in the county of Roscommon, a 
copy of which Report has been communicated by the Earl of Lincoln to Lord Eliot, I am 
directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acquaint you that the papers having been referred to the 
Attorney and Solicitor-General, they are of opinion that the measures recommended by you 
m that Report are extremely judicious, and ought to be adopted forthwith. 



J. Burke, Esq. 
Quit Rent Office. 



I am, &c. 

-E. Lucas. 



Enclosure B. in No. 3. 

Messrs. Robert Hamilton Sc Co. to the Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

Ballykilcline. 

„ r Sl r> . . , Dublin, 27th April 1842, Sackville-slreet. 

We beg to inform you, that, pursuant to directions received from you, the information of 
intrusion tor the recovery of these lands was filed on the 6 th instant, and subpoenas were 
immediately forwarded to the county for service, and the process-server succeeded in effect- 
ing service on Thomas Magan, Patrick M'Cormick, Dennis Connor and John Wynne, but 
m consequence of a large mob then collecting, the process-server was driven off the lands • 
we subsequently issued a fresh subpcena against the remaining four defendants ; namely! 
Bartliw. Narry, Patk. Narry, John Quin and Patrick Croghan, all of whom have been since 
served, but so much opposition was shqwn that the process-server was obliged to apply lor 
obtained the assistance of the police. We received this morning the necessary 
affidavits of service; appearances have been entered for Dennis Connor and Patrick 
Croghan, whose attorney has been served with the usual rule to plead ; the time allowed 
for this purpose expires to-day, and if no plea be filed, we shall be entitled to mark judg- 
ment against these two defendants to-morrow, which we shall of course do. The time 
allowed for the appearances of Thomas Magan, Patrick M‘Cormick and John Wynne 
having expired, we have this day entered an attachment against them, which we shall to- 
morrow obtain, and forward to the country for execution ; the remaining three defendants, 
Barthw. Narry, Patrick Narry and John Quin, have till Saturday next to appear, and if no 
appearance be then entered, we shall issue an attachment against them also. 

We remain, &c. 

John Burke, Ejq. Solt% Hamilton It Co. 



(Copy.) —No. 4.— 

Clerk of the Quit Rents to Commissioners of Woods. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, Quit Rent Office, 2 lst July 1842. 

Referring to your letter dated 15th ultimo, transmitting to this office a memo-* 
rial purporting to be addressed to your Board by the occupying tenants of the 
Crown lands of Ballykilcline, county Roscommon, but to which no signatures are 
457* B 3 attached, 
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Enel. B. in No. 3. 



No. 4 . 
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attached, and apparently communicated through Mr. William Cox, of Strokes- 
town, on the subject of the rents they now stand accountable for to the Crown, 
and which they require to be reduced to the same acreable rent as that formerly 
paid by Lord Hartland, whose interest determined in 1834; and as your Board 
are desirous of being informed, previous to your communicating with Mr. Cox, 
as to the nature of arrangements that have been made by me in pursuance of my 
Report of the 28th February and your Order of the 8th March last, and whether, 
under such instructions as have beeu issued to the collector, any payments have 
as yet been made, or any communications had between that officer and the tenants, 
witli a view to the course of settlement suggested by me; and as your further 
instructions in respect to the enclosed memorial were to procure such information 
from the collector as he may be able to furnish in relation to the statement con- 
tained therein, and tending to show whether the application is to be considered 
as one emanating generally from the tenants on this property : 

I beg to state, that on the 11th May last notices were transmitted from this 
office to the collector, to be served upon the several tenants of these lands (with 
exception of those hereinafter named), cautioning them from paying rent -in 
future to any person but the Collector of Excise at Athlone, and apprising them 
that an office would be held by that officer at Strokestown on the 31st of same 
month, where they were required to pay to him the sums specified as being respec- 
tively payable, being in conformity with the course suggested in my Report of 
the 28th February last on this head, and to which I beg to refer. 

These notices were duly served on the tenants, and they attended at Strokestown 
on the day named ; hut only one, namely, Patrick Maguire, paid the sum required 
to be discharged by him, being one gale up to November 1841, amounting to 
1/. 15s. ; the Rev. Thomas Lloyd said he was willing to pay his rent, but wished 
to put it off until the sum due to him for rent-charge payable out of these lands 
was fixed ; but the rest of the tenants refused to pay any part of the arrears, 
saying they had not the money, and that the rent fixed upon their lands was too 
much- and more than they could pay ; and though the collector offered to take, 
one gale of the arrears, and allow them reasonable time for the payment of the 
remaiuder, as he was authorized to do if he deemed it necessary or advisable, yet 
they refused to pay any part thereof; nor have any payments been since made, or 
communications had with the collector or this office by these persons, with excep- 
tion of Mr. Lloyd, whose rent and rent-charge have been respectively arranged. 

With respect to the application purporting to be made by the tenants of Bully- 
kilcline generally, requiring a reduction of rent, and complaining of the fraud 
and imposition they are subjected to, and requesting an answer to be sent to the 
care of Mr. William Cox, Strokestown, it appears that, from inquiries made, the 
collector has every reason to believe that the memorial was sanctioned by the 
whole of the tenantry, except the Rev. Mr. Lloyd and Patrick Maguire, who are 
the only persons that have as yet paid any rent. And in reference to this memo- 
rial I have to observe, that even supposing it was ascertained to convey the sen- 
timents of this body, and that Mr. Cox had obtained their concurrence in pre- 
ferring same, I do not conceive that it should be entertained by your Board, pro- 
ceeding as it does from persons who have been for years past setting the law at 
defiance, and now attempt to dictate to your Board the terms upon which they 
must hold their lands, being the same acreable rents as those at which they were 
demised to the late Crown lessee ; and that on these conditions their rents will be 
punctually paid, notwithstanding the tariff and other concurrent facts and cir- 
cumstances, and which proposition is only a following up of the system of com- 
bination adverted to in my Report of the 28th February last. 

I have further to observe, that if the persons in question have any well-founded 
cause of complaint or grievance, their proper course would be to have preferred 
the same through the collector of Athlone, the officer authorized on the part of 
the Crown to receive these rents, and the legitimate channel for such an applica- 
tion, instead of committing their case, if they really did so, to the custody of a 
person not connected with the property, of whom your Board can have no official 
knowledge, and with whom, in my opinion, no communication ought to be held 
on this subject. 

And I therefore submit that I may be instructed to acquaint the collector, 
in order to its being by him communicated directly to these tenants, of such an 
application having been made, but that your Board will not entertain the same, 
proceeding, as it purports to do, from persons who have refused to avail them- 
selves, 
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selves of the indulgence offered in the reduction of the large arrears due by them 
to the moderate sums lately authorized to be received, and no part of which was 
discharged, and that, therefore, you are determined to adopt the necessary mea- 
sures for the purpose of making the said parties amenable to the law; and if, 
after having paid the sums required from them, or such proportions thereof as 
they might be enabled to discharge, any grounds existed for complaint, and that a 
representation of the same had been made to your Board by the tenants, that you 
would have then caused inquiry to be instituted, with a view of having such 
redress afforded as the case might require, but that no petition or representation 
will be entertained until they shall have complied with the terms proposed as 
before mentioned, and unless such representation be made by the parties them- 
selves, either directly to your Board or through the Collector of Excise, with 
whom the rents of this estate are now in charge. 

In regard to the proceedings taken under the writ of intrusion against eight of 
the occupying tenants of this estate, the particulars as to the then state thereof 
will be found on referring to a Report from this office, dated the 30th April last, 
and to a letter from Messrs. Robert Hamilton & Co. that accompanied same. 

For two of the defendants, namely, Denis Connor and Patrick Croghan, 
appearances had been entered, and judgments have been since marked against 
them, but no further steps taken. As it was desirable to await the issue as to 
the proceedings against the other six defendants for whom no appearances were 
entered, and the time allowed for entering same having expired, attachments 
have been issued against the entire of them, viz. Thomas Magan, John Quinn, 
Patrick M'Cormick, John Wynne and Bartholomew and Patrick Narry, and 
which attachments have been sent to the country for execution, but have not since 
been carried into effect, although the solicitors have stated to me that they have 
endeavoured in every way possible to have this service performed. 

The reasons assigned by John Sruhan, the person appointed by the solicitors 
to arrange with the Sheriff of Roscommon as to the execution of these attach- 
ments, for not being able to effect same, will appear by a letter addressed by him 
to Messrs. Hamilton & Co., dated the 15th instant, in consequence of which 
representation I called on the solicitors to state the course that ought now to be 
adopted on the part of the Crown to compel the Sheriff to perform his duty ; and 
as they state that they are of opinion that the present writs should be delivered to 
the Sheriff, with a notice requiring him to attend on a day and at an hour to be 
named for the purpose of executing them, and stating that, should he neglect to 
do so, an application for an attachment against him will be made to the Court of 
Exchequer during the next Michaelmas Term, I advise that such a step be taken, 
as it is absolutely necessary in this case that all the measures in regard to this 
property that have received the sanction of the law officers of the Crown should 
be carried strictly into execution with a view of asserting the law, and making the 
refractory tenants of this estate amenable thereto. 

I am, &c. 

The Commissioners of J. Burke , 

Her Majesty’s Woods, &c. Clerk of the Quit Rents. 



Enclosure A. in No. 4. 

Petition of Ballykilcline Tenants to Commissioners of Woods. 

To the Right Honourable the High Commissioners of Woods and Forests, 8cc. &c. &c. 

The humble Petition of the Crown Lands of Ballykilcline, in the Parish of Kilglass, 
Barony of Ballintobber, in the County of Roscommon, Ireland, 

Most humbly and respectfully showeth, — 

That your Petitioners have been the present existing tenants to the Crown lands of Bally- 
kilcline aforesaid ; beg leave to state and represent their grievances are such, that the Crown 
had lctten said lauds to the Right Honourable Maurice Lord Hartland, who did sublet 
•same lands to a Mr. Hogg; each landlord under the Crown charged their respective wreck- 
rent; and Richard Brabazon, Esq. having come to the said lands of Ballykilcline, upon 
tenure, time and lease of Lord Hartland, or rather a Charles Costello, Esq., of Edmonds- 
town, county of Mayo, in Ireland, had under the Crown so terminated; Mr. Brabazon 
having on the said lands called on and collected from the congregated assemblage of 
tenants their former receipts, and held your Petitioners up to such high, enormous rents, 
which your Petitioners did sacrifice limb and body, in order they might become the imme- 
diate tenants to the Crown henceforth, in the hope of doing away with the cruelty of the 

457. B 4 grinding 
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grinding landlords, in the hope, after their determination, said lands would be given them at 
the rate the Right Honourable Maurice Lord Hartland held said lands. 6 
That your Petitioners with confidence thus appeal to your Lordship 'to interpose on their 
behalf with Her most Gracious Majesty, to give a tenure of the said lands at the acreable 
rent paid by the said Lord Hartland for said lands, it will console vour Petitioners, and the 
rents shall be duly and punctually paid on demand, notwithstanding the tariff and other 
concurrent facts and circumstances since occurred. By acceding to your Petitioners and 
in the event, pray to send a speedy answer in the affirmative, otherwise Petitioners'must 
inevitably be compelled to send a few tenants to present two Petitions a°-ain, one to vour 
Lordship, and a second to Her most Gracious and Illustrious Majesty, tending to the fraud 
and imposition they are subjected to. ° 

Your Petitioners shall in duty ever pray, &c. &c. &c. 

P.S.— Please to direct an answer to Mr. Wm. Cox, of Strokestown, county of Ros- 
common, in care for the Tenants of Ballykilcline. 

Dated 31st May 1842. 



End. B. in No.- 4. 



Enclosure B. in No. 4. 



John Sruhan, Process-server to Messrs. Hamilton & Co. 

T ® ir ’ . , , , . Roscommon, 15th July 1842. 

1 have received your letter this moment at the very time I was speaking to the Sub- 
shenfi 1 have mentioned to you in my last letter, that, after the assizes, the Sheriff 
would be ready to attend to the business ; but the sessions of Strokestown being postponed 
until after the assizes, which adjournment was not over until yesterday, and then this 
morning I went to the Sub-sheriff and applied to him, stating, that as both assizes and 
sessions were oyer, hoped he would no longer delay my man in Kilglass, as I had him 
there this fortnight past in the capacity of a dealing man, lest any of them might leave 
home for England or elsewhere; his answer to me was, that he had two possessions to 
execute on Monday and Tuesday next, and that he would not attend my business until 
after that, and then that he would not go with me either before sunrise or after sunset, well 
knowing that if I did not get there before sunrise or after sunset I could not take one 
man of the party any other time. I used all my influence on him to consent to go, and 

pf/T 6 " r S ’ S ere 1 W0 , uld h ® g° in ?’ where - for what, said he, when 1 won’t 
earn the value of this knife, said he to a knife he had in his hand, and I’ll not go at any 
time out to them lands at any time, but by starting from this town, Roscommon, in the 
morning, and then be as early there as I can, so that I must say Mr. O’Connor, the Sub- 
sheriff has no mind to execute the attachments at all; but I am determined, if I get your 
consent, but not otherwise, to deliver the attachments some evening after I get your advice 
“l 0 ,? 6 ;' *?, P°. mt , out the Pai't'es to him ; if he would then refuse going, f go on straight 
myself to the lands and see the defendants, so as that I could make a dear affidavit ; if he 
:rr ie r e 1 C0 ?, d them * or could have pointed them out to him. I don’t 

WW her m medy ii ^ r ‘ 0 Connor 11 seems won,t do anv duty but what he is paid 
tbp Q h ^,ff . WOuld / OU ?. ,nk lf 7 ou g°V ne the assistance of the police, and a specialty from 
knovv^' a fth b /p Sending T , -° f '"d^'ty and let myself do the business? 7 God 
• StrTJ th e expenseand loss of time I had this last week, going every second day to 

were over - Now ni want t0 be instt “ cted h ? 

„ , Has the honour to remain, &c. 

Robert Hamilton, Esq. JWb. Shtrta. 



Enel. c. in No. 4. Enclosure C, in No. 4 . 

Messrs, Hamilton & Co. to the Cleux of the Quit Rents. 

... . Sackviile-street, 18 th July 1842. 

to the 8oh y sW ff ^ f h f w ’ rec l u,1 ' ln g ‘° be Informed whether it is customary 
else ‘t is „oVcustoma™ y IK 7 % ? t,a<:hm “ t8 ->" *e part of the Crown, and 

L\iew o oIXS S-° ,nt l" P rocesdi “S s necessary to be adopted with 

Perform h,s duty ,n executing the writs of attachment 
against the JNarrys and other intruders on the Crown lands of Ballykilcline in the county nflioo- 

WooT&T th?t r^nof f ° r ‘ he infcrma ‘ i01 ‘ < >f til® Commissioners of Her Majesty's 
atSmts’o^ fhe Jrt of .L S“ ary A®'' 6 the Sub -*nrifT any gratuity for executing 

Stiai? Cr ° W ”’ - e c ° nceive that the Sheriff is bound to executf 

tarautooX ' = r gratuity. But we beg to obserye, that in 

present writs to the Sheriff, with a notice requiring him to attend on a day and at an hour to 

be 
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be named for the purpose of executing them, and stating that, should he neglect to do so 
rr r ,0n ^ a { ,act ?'. ei " : a « amsl him w ould be made to the Court of Exchequer 
during the next Michaelmas I emu And should the Sheriff omit to do his duty we 3d 
advise such an application to be made. y ' 0 

r i i -n We remain, &c. 

John Burke, Esq. t> j. rr ■ 1 . . 

“ Rob. Hamilton Sc Co. 



(Copy ) —No. 5— 

Commissioners of Woods to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

T Slr L . . , „ , r Office of Woods, &c, 29th July 1842. 

The Commissioners of ’ Her Majesty's Woods, &c. have had under their con. 
si deration your letter of 21st instant, and its several enclosures, on the subject of 
tbe memorial some time since transmitted to this office, through Mr. Cox of 
Strokestown, on behalf of the occupying tenants of Ballykilciiue, solicitin'^ a 
general reduction of the rents at which they now stand charged for their re=occ 
live holdings therein, and stating the proceedings that have been adopted towards 
carrying out the measures recommended by you, and sanctioned by this Board 
. Alld } h Y e i on the Board s behalf, to state that they coincide entirely in the 
view taken by you of this subject, and to direct that you will instruct the collector 
of the district in the terms of your suggestion. 

And also that you will instruct Messrs. Hamilton & Co. that tbe Board 
expect the course of proceedings stated by them as expedient to be adopted 
be strictly adhered to ; and the Sheriff be made responsible and accountable for 
any dereliction of his duty in the execution of the writs of attachment to be 
delivered to him. 



John Burke, Esq. 



I am, &c. 

Charles Gore. 



No. 5. 



(Extract.) —No. 6.— 

Cleiik of the Quit Rents to Commissioners of Woods. 

Quit Rent Office, 21st January 1843. 
********** 

Herewith is enclosed a report from the solicitors, dated 20th instant, stating 
that they have obtained a conditional order for an attachment against the Sheriff 
of the county Roscommon, for not executing the writs of attachment against certain 
parties occupying the Crown lands of Ballykilcline, which order has been for- 
warded to the country for service. 

The Commissioners of Clerk o/th^Q^’t Re nts . 

Her Majesty s Wood3, &c. 



No. 6. 



Enclosure A. in No. 6. 

Messrs. Hamilton & Co. to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

The Attorney-General v. Narry and others. 

,,. Sir ’ . . . . . , r 38 > Sackville-street, 20th January 1843. 

W e beg to inform you that, having received from the country the affidavits which in our 
last letter to you we stated we had forwarded for the purpose of being sworn, we this day 
applied to the Court for and obtained a conditional order for an attachment aaainst the 
Sheriff of Roscommon, for not executing the writs of attachment issued against the defend- 
ants, for not appearing to the subpoenas issued in this cause ; which order we have for- 
warded to the country for service. 

We remain. See. 

John Burke, Esq. Roi> Hamilton Sc Co. 
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(Copy.) — No. 7. — 

Clerk of the Quit Rents to Commissioners of Woods. 

Attorney-General v. Narry and others. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, Quit Rent Office, 17th Feb. 1843. 

On the 21 st ultimo there was transmitted from this office to your Board a 
report from Messrs. R. Hamilton & Co., stating that they had obtained a con- 
ditional order for an attachment against the Sheriff of the county Roscommon, for 
not executing the writs of attachment against certain parties occupying parcels of 
the Crown lands of Ballykilcline, and which order had been forwarded to the 
country for service. 

I now enclose another report from the solicitors, stating the further progress 
made in the proceedings in this matter. 

I am, & c. 

The Commissioners of J. Burlce, 

Her Majesty’s Woods, &c. Clerk of the Quit Rents. 



Enclosure in No. 7. 

Messrs. Hamilton & Co. to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

Attorney-General v. Narry and others. 

Sir, Sackville-street, 13th February 1843. 

Referring to our letter of the 20th ultimo, in which we informed you that we had 
obtained from the Court of Exchequer a conditional order for an attachment against the 
.Sheriff of the county of Roscommon, for not executing the writs of attachment issued 
against several of the defendants in this cause for not appearing to the writs of subpoena 
served upon them, we beg to state, for the information of the Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Woods, See., that that order having been served, the Sheriff caused three affidavits 
to be filed as cause against this order being made absolute, which affidavits we submitted 
to the counsel for the Commissioners, who advised that an application should be made 
to the Court for the purpose of having the order made absolute, notwithstanding these 
affidavits. 

The application having been made, the matter came on to be heard in the afternoon 
of Friday last the 10th instant, and was discussed at some length, and was ordered to stand 
over till next term, the Sheriff having omitted to answer one part of the charging affidavits, 
which his counsel stated arose through inadvertence, and could be satisfactorily replied to. 

The Court, however, gave us liberty to issue renewals of the attachments without prejudice 
to the pending proceedings, which we have done. 

You are aware that the information in ‘this cause was filed for the purpose of recovering 
possession of part of the Crown lands of Ballykilcline, county of Roscommon, in the occupa- 
tion of the defendants. 

The defendants were duly served with process to appeal', and plead to the information. 
Two of those only, however, did so, and we were, therefore, compelled to issue writs of 
attachment against the remainder of them for their contempt of Court in not appearing. 
Hitherto the defendants have not been arrested, and consequently the Crown has been 
delayed in the recovery of the possession of these lands. 

In a case between subject and subject no delay of this kind would have occurred. By 
the common law both the Crown and subject could compel the appearance of a defendant 
who had been served with process to appear, but who had neglected to do so, by attachment 
only, which was issued for his contempt in not obeying the writ of the Court. By the 21st 
& 22d Geo. 3 (Irish), c. 18, s. 3, after reciting “ that great inconvenience bad arisen 
to suitors by defendants not appearing to subpoenas issued out of the common law or pleas 
6ide of the Court of Exchequer in Ireland, to the great delay and evasion of justice,” 
.a remedy is provided by which the suitor was enabled to enter an appearance for the 
defendant, and to proceed to judgment as if the defendant had actually appeared to such 
subpeena. 

This enactment was repealed by the 43d Geo. 3, c. 53, by the provisions of which the 
subject, being a suitor irr the King’s Bench, Common Pleas and Exchequer, is enabled to 
enter an appearance for a defendant who has been served with process to appear, but 
neglects to do so, and the suitor is then enabled to proceed as if the defendant had entered 
his appearance. 

The Crown is not named in this statute, and consequently does not come within its 
provisions. 

We remain, &c. 

John Burke, Esq. Robert Hamilton Sc Co. 



(Copy.) 
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(Copy.) — No. 8. — 

Sub-Sheriff, County Roscommon, to Messrs. Hamilton & Co. 

The Queen v. Narry and others. 

-Dear Sire, Castlerea, 8th April 1843. 

It is really impossible for me at this moment to describe the difficulty I had 
in taking Bartholomew Narry under the attachment delivered to me at the suit 
of the Attorney-General ; the roads on every side of me were surrounded, and the 
prisoner would be certainly rescued from me had I not got him into one of the 
police stations along the road, and which the people attacked to get him out. I 
have been obliged, as I found it unsafe to take him the direct road to the Ros- 
common gaol, therefore I came round this way, and am now proceeding with my 
prisoner, and hope to lodge him safe in gaol this evening. 

I would not venture to entrust him with my own bailiffs. I shall do all in my 
power to arrest the others ; and trust that the great expense and trouble and money 
I had to pay for private information, without which I never could have succeeded 
in arresting him (not myself knowing any one of the defendants), will be repaid 
me. I am sure it will not be too much to beg your assistance in getting for me 
compensation. 

May I beg to hear from you here till Thursday. 

I remain, &c. 

John R. Malone^ 

Messrs. Hamilton & Co. Sub-Sheriff of County Roscommon. 



(Copy.) —No. 9.— 

Petition of Bartholomew and Patrick Narry to Commissioners 
of Woods. 

To the Right Honourable and Honourable Her Majesty’s Commissioners of 
Woods and Forests, &c. &c. 

The Petition of Bartholomew Narry, now a prisoner confined in the gaol of 
Roscommon, and Patrick N arry, of Ballykilcline, in the parish of Killglass, 
in the barony and county of Roscommon ; 

Most humbly showeth, — 

That in the month of April 1842, your Petitioners and others of the tenants of 
Ballykilcline unfortunately refused giving up possession of their holdings to 
Messrs. Gale and Brasington; and in said month of April conditional orders 
were served to show cause why possession would not be given ; and your 
Petitioners having no legal cause to show, attachments were issued against 
your Petitioners and others of the tenants of said lands of Ballykilcline at the suit 
of the Crown : 

That Bartholomew’ Narry, one of your Petitioners, was arrested in the town of 
Strokestown on the 15th day of April last, by the Sheriff of the county of Ros- 
common, and is in close confinement for the last two months in said gaol ; that 
your Petitioners were ignorantly led astray by the folly and bad example of others, 
and are sorry for their folly and ignorance : 

That your Petitioners most humbly pray your Honours may be pleased 
to take their case into your ever humane and merciful consideration, 
and be pleased to commute said attachment, as your Petitioners are 
ready and willing to do any thing that may be deemed advisable by 
your Honours, by surrendering the possession of their holdings, and 
to become good tenants for the future. 

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 

Roscommon Gaol, 15th June 1843. 
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No. 10 . (Copy.) — No. 10.— 

Messrs. Hamilton & Co. to Commissioners of Woods. 

Dublin, 38, Upper Sackville-street, 
My Lord and Gentlemen, 26th June 1843. 

We have this day received tbe petition of Bartholomew and Patrick Narry, 
in relation to the proceedings taken against them, for recovery of that part of 
the lands of Ballykilcliue in their possession, and a requisition that we should 
report the course we may deem most expedient to recommend in this case, 
and also the general state of proceeding in the matter of the other overholding 
parties. 

We have perused the petition, aud beg to state, for the information of the 
Board, that these parties and the other overholdiug occupiers who were 
defendants to the information of intrusion in this case, having neglected to 
enter appearances to the writs of subpoena which were served upon them, 
we caused writs of attachment to be issued against them for their contempt 
in not obeying the writs of the Court of Exchequer. The defendants for a long 
time succeeded in evading arrest, but that at length, on the 15th April last, 
Bartholomew Narry, one of the Petitioners, was arrested and lodged in the 
gaol of the county of Roscommon, where he has ever since remained, having 
failed to purge his contempt, by causing an appearance to be entered for him. 
Upon his instructing an attorney to enter an appearance for him, he will at once 
be entitled to his discharge. The cost of entering an appearance will not exceed 
a few shillings. We have understood that the difficulty which has arisen in the 
collection of the rents of Ballykilcline has been caused by the example and advice 
of the two Petitioners, and therefore consider they are not entitled to any indul- 
gence at the hand of your Board. And we would recommend that no promise or 
intimation should be made that the Petiiioners will be continued as tenants, and 
that they should be informed that no relaxation can be permitted to take place in 
prosecuting to the utmost the writs of attachment issued against them, unless 
they employed an attorney to enter appearances for them, but on this being done 
the writs of attachment will be withdrawn. 

With respect to the general state of proceeding against the other overholding 
parties, we are sorry to say that the Sheriff has not succeeded in arresting any of 
them, although he states he has done every thing in his power to accomplish it, 
and that no further steps can be taken in the information till appearances are 
entered for the defendants. We return the petition. 

We remain, &c. 

To the Commissioners Robert Hamilton & Co. 

of Her Majesty’s Woods, &c. 



No. ii. (Copy.) — No. 11.— 

Commissioners of Woods to Messrs. Hamilton & Co. 

Gentlemen, 10th July 1843. 

The Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods have had under their consideration 
your letter of 26th ultimo, respecting a memorial of Bartholomew and Patrick 
Narry, praying for a withdrawal of the "attachment issued against them for refusal 
to surrender possession of their holdings, part of the Crown lands of Ballykilcline, 
county Roscommon, referred to you on 24th ultimo. 

And I have, on the Board’s behalf, to desire, that, as solicitor to the Commis- 
sioners, and founded on the said memorial, you will make a communication to 
those parties to the effect contained in your said report, in which the Commissioners 
entirely coincide. 

I am, & c. 

Messrs. R. Hamilton & Co. Charles Gore. 



(Extract.) 
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(Extract.) —No. 12 _ 

Messrs. Hamilton & Co. to Clerk of the Qmr Rems. 

Sackville-street, 31st July 1843. 
***»**»» 

The Attorney-General v. Narry. 

We beg to inform you, that appearances have been entered in this cause for 
the defendants Bartholomew and Patrick Narry, and consequently we have with- 
drawn the attachments issued against them. uy we nave witn 



John Burke, Esq. 



Robert Hamilton & Co. 



(Copy.) 



-No. 13.— 



Clerk of the Quit Rents to Commissioners of Woods. 
Attorney-General *. Narry and others. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, Q uit Rent 0fBcei 13th g lg43 

dated “he rUhiLtlT 3 f ltted £• f ' om Messrs ’ Hobert Hamilton & Co., 
M‘CormU ft f i f 4°”? W . h ' Ch lta PP ears tlat Thomas Magan and Patrick 
lntelv ' 7k f he 7 fenda ” tS m thls case > are dead, and that the lauds 

lately occupied by tile former are now in possession of his two sons, Thomas 

oUhif widow® c’ a ,l °M ?. tely °f “ Pied * latter are ” ow in P ossess '°u 
ot bis widow Catherine M Cormick; and as the solicitors state that under 

such circumstances it will become necessary, at the commencement of the 

approaching term, to make an application to the Court for liberty to strike 

fikrl 7„ th° f h ° Se d I efendants 7° have died out of the information already 

accordingly reCOmmend tha ‘ ‘W ba directed to make application 

Tnhn'lur res P ect j 0 7t pr0 P ri , e , ty „ 0f a " ew information against Thomas and 
John Magan and Catherine M'Cormick^with a view to recovery of the possession 
of those portions of land now in their occupation, I have to observe, that appear- 
ances have already been entered for two of the defendants in this case, viz. 
Denis Connor and Patrick Croghan, and judgments marked against them, as 
stated m the Report from this Office of the *21st July 1842; and appearances 
have also been entered fpr two others, viz. Bartholomew and Patrick Narry, as 
will be seen by referring to the letter from the solicitors, of the 31st July, 
transmitted with my Report of the 2d August last, and judgments will be marked 
against them early in the ensuing term ; and as the Crown will then be in a 
position to deal with these parties as may be deemed proper, I would suggest the 
ln ff ex P e j ie . Dc y °* commencing any new proceedings until an opportuniiy has been 
afforded for seeing the effect produced by those already instituted, and particularly 
as they have been taken against the parties who are supposed to be the persons 
pnncipaHy concerned m encouraging the tenants of this estate to resist the rights 
ot the Crown. b 



To the Commissioners of 
Her Majesty’s Woods, & c. 



I am, &c. 

J. Burke, 

Clerk of the Quit Rents. 



Sir, 



Enclosure in No. 13. 

Messrs. Hamilton & Co. to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

The Attorney-General v. Narry and others. 

38, Sackville-street, 1 1th September 1843. 



T n , 38, Sackville-street, 11th September 1843. 

• J N re *®rence to our letter of the *31st July last, in which we stated that we had beei 
n orme hat two or the defendants in this case were dead, and requesting you to ascertaii 

e correctness ot this report, and as it appears from the communications according! 

* fir 1 t0 h° U ^ rom Collector °f Excise at Athlone, that this report was correct, an! 

? m i aS , a § a ! 1 aat ^ Patrick M'Cormick, who were defendants in this case, are dead 
ana that the lands lately occupied by the former are now in the possession of his two sons 
457* c 3 Thoxna 
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Thomas and John Magan, and those lately occupied by the latter are now in the possession 
of his widow, Catherine M'Cormick ; we beg to state, that under these circumstances, it 
will become necessary, at the commencement of the approaching term, to make an appli- 
cation to the Court for liberty to strike the names of those defendants who have died out 
of the information already filed in this case; and, should it be the wish of the Board to 
recover the possession of those portions of these lands so lately occupied by them, to file a 
new information against the present occupiers. 

Awaiting, therefore, the instructions of the Board on this matter, 

We remain, &c. 

John Burke, Esq. Robert Hamilton & Co. 



No. 14. (Copy.) — No. 14. — 

Commissioners of Woods to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

Sir, Office of Woods, 20th September 1843. 

The Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods have had under their considera- 
tion your letter of 13th instant, containing report from Messrs. Hamilton & Co., 
requesting directions as to the course of proceedings to be adopted against the 
representatives of two of the defendants in the case, Attorney-general v. Narry 
and others, viz. Thomas Magan and Patrick M'Cormick, deceased. 

And I have to direct that the solicitor may be instructed to take the necessary 
steps for striking the names of these parties out of the information already filed 
herein. 

The Board coincide with you in opinion as to its being inexpedient to com- 
mence new proceedings against the representatives of Magan and M'Cormick, 
at least until the result of those now in progress against the other defendants shall 
be seen. 

The Commissioners, however, desire that the opinion of Messrs. Hamilton may 
be called for, as to there being any objection under the present circumstances to 
the representatives of Magan and M'Cormick being called upon, through the 
Collector of Excise, to surrender the possession, or to their being accepted as 
tenants to the Crown in the event of their discharging the arrears due on their 
respective holdings. 

I am, &e. 

J. Burke, Esq. A. Milne. 



No. 15, (Copy.) — No. 15. — 

Clerk of the Quit Rents to Commissioners of Woods. 

The Attorney-General v. Narry and others. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, Quit Rent Office, 9th October 1843. 

In pursuance of your order of the 20th ultimo, instructions were issued from 
this Office on the 26th, to Messrs. R. Hamilton & Co., to strike out of the infor- 
mation of intrusion filed in the above cause, the names of Thomas Magan and 
Patrick M'Cormick, deceased, and not to commence new proceedings against the 
representatives of said parties, at least until the result of those now in progress 
against the other defendants should be seen. The solicitors were also required 
to give their opinion as to there being any objection, under the present circum- 
stances, to the representatives of Magan and M'Cormick being called upon, 
through the Collector of Excise, to surrender the possession, or to their being 
accepted as tenants to the Crown in the event of their discharging the arrears 
due on their respecting holdings ; and on the 27th ultimo Messrs. Hamilton & Co. 
stated, that they did not see any objection, but, on the contrary, thought it desirable 
that the representatives of said Magan and M'Cormick should be called upon to 
surrender the possession of their respective holdings, and that a memorandum, in 
writing, of the day and result should be kept ; and that they also thought it 
advisable that the representatives of said parties should be accepted as tenants 
to the Crown, on their discharging the arrears due on the portions of the lands in 
their respective occupation. 

As it appeared, however, on referring to the rental of the estate furnished by 
Messrs. Brassington and Gale, former receivers, that the late Patrick M'Cormick 

and 
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and John Wynne, were returned as joint tenants of the holding in question, being 
5 a In. 2*. (should be 4 a. 3*. 25*.), at a gross rent of 41. 11,. 9 “ npo? 

r, h , \ o7 rea A ° f T e - rent was due ™ the lst May W, amounting to 
4U 5s. 9 d, and as the said John Wynne was one of the parties against whom 
an information of m rusion has been filed, the solicitors were required to state 
whether, under the circumstances of the case, as regarded the join, tenancy and 
in reference to the proceedings had against Wynne, it would be advisable at 
M-‘p ake ai ? y de “ and ° f P ossession or rent from the widow of the late 
Patrick M'Corm.ck; and in the event of their being of opinion that it would be 

5 J°d M ° f rem ’ W ’ letler “ ahol,ld be nrre“ of 

41 1. 5 s. 9 a. due upon the holding. 

In answer to which, the solicitors, by their letter, dated the 4th instant, gave it 
as their opinion that possession should be demanded from the widow of M'Cormick 
and a memorandum of the day and result made and forwarded to them as men- 
.oned m their letter of the 27th ultimo, but that she should not be called upon 
to pay the arrear of rent due out of the portion of the lands, but that an infor- 
mation o intrusion should be filed against her, otherwise any judgment which 
may be obtained against the defendant Wynne would be of no avail in consequence 
oi the existence of the joint tenancy. ^ 

And in reference to the demanding of possession and the filing of the infor 
mation, as suggested by the solicitors, I have to request your orders that instruc- 
tions may be issued accordingly to the collector and solicitors 

^.c^yt 0 observe that, as stated in the Report from this Office 
ot the 13th ultimo, the solicitors are now m a position to proceed effectually in 
the approaching term against four out of the eight parties against whom an 
information was or.gmally filed ; two of said eight parties are dead, as before 
mentioned, and a writ for contempt in not entering an appearance is in the hands 
ot the sheriff against the remaining two, one of whom is the said John Wvnne 
but which writ the Sheriff has hitherto been unable to execute. ’ 

With respect to the case of the other deceased defendant, Thomas Magan, from 
whose sons, Thomas and John, the solicitors, in their report of the 27th ultimo 
recommend that payment be required of the arrear of rent due by their late 
lather, I have to observe, that there were nine years’ rent due on the holding to 
the 1st May last, amounting, at 3/. 12*. per annum, to 32/. 8s, a sum which it 
would be useless to call upon these persons to discharge; and as this arrear 
accrued during the lifetime of their father, against whom, as being one of the 
most refractory tenants, an information of intrusion was filed, I submit it would 
not be advisable to visit his delinquency on the two young men at present in pos- 
session of the holding, and that if payment of the gale of rent due lst May last 
can be procured from them, it should be accepted, and they should be permitted 
to continue m occupation as tenants to the Crown, provided they also undertake 
to discharge the current rent regularly for the future. 

I am > &c. 

The Commissioners of j m J$ U rke 

Her Majesty’s Woods. Clerk of the Quit Rents. 



Enclosure A. in No. 15. 

Messrs. Hamilton & Co. to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

The Attorney-General v. Narry. 

T bir ’ . . . _ . , , . 38 > Sackville-stveet, 27th September 1843. 

In reply to your letter of the 26th instant, stating that you had received an order from 
the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods, &c, directing you to desire us to take the 
necessary steps for striking the names of Thomas Magan and Patrick M'Cormick, two of 
tne defendants in the above cause, deceased, out of the information already filed, and 
requiring our opinion as to there being any objection, under the present circumstances, to the 
representatives of Magan and M'Cormick being called upon to surrender the possession, or 
to their being accepted as tenants to the Crown in the event of their discharging the arrears 
due on their respective holdings ; 



Enel. A. in No. 15. 



W? beg to say, that we shall take the necessary steps for striking the names of Magan 
and M Cormick out of the information in this cause already filed; and we do not see any 
objection, but, on the contrary, think it desirable that their representatives should be called 
on to surrender the possession of their respective holdings, and that a memorandum in 
457* C 4 writing 
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writing of the day and result should be kept ; and we should also think it advisable that 
they should be accepted as tenants to the Crown, on their discharging the arrears due on the 
portions of the lands in their respective occupation. 

We are, &c. 

John Burke, Esq. Robert Hamilton & Co. 



Enclosure B. in No. 15. 

Messrs. Hamilton & Co. to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

Sir, 38, Sackville-street, 4th October 1843. 

In reply to your letter of the 29th instant, requesting us to state whether under the 
circumstances stated therein, in respect to the joint tenancy of the widow of Patrick 
M'Cormick and John Wynne, and in reference to the proceedings now pending against 
Wynne, it would be advisable at present to make any demand of possession or rent” from 
Patrick M'Corinick’s widow; 

We beg to state, that at the time we made our report of the 27th ultimo, we were 
not aware that the parties above-named held jointly, and under the circumstances stated 
in your letter. We still think it advisable that possession should be demanded from the 
widow of M'Cormick, and a memorandum of the day and result made and forwarded to 
us, as mentioned in our letter of the 27th ultimo, but that she should not be called upou to 
pay the arrears of rent due out of the portion of the lands, but that an information of 
intrusion should be filed against her, otherwise any judgment which may be obtained 
against tbe defendant W ynne would be of no avail, in consequence of the existence of the 
joint tenancy. 

We remain, &c. 

John Burke, Esq. Rob. Hamilton & Co. 



(Copy.) — No. 16. — 

Commissioners of Woods to Clerk of the Quit-Rents. 

Attorney-General v. Narry and others. 

Sir, Office of Woods, 16th October 1843. 

The Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods have had under their consideration 
your report of 9th instant, and accompanying correspondence in the above matter, 
as to the most expedient mode of proceeding in respect of the tenancies of the 
widow and representatives of two of the defendants who have died since the 
informations were filed against them. 

And 1 have, on the Board’s behalf, to state, that the course suggested by tbe 
solicitors has been approved of, and to direct in the case of Mrs. M'Cormick that 
the possession of the plot of ground in her occupation be demanded of her 
through the collector, and memorandum of the day and of the result of such 
application be made and forwarded to Messrs. Hamilton, and that they may be 
also instructed to file an information of intrusion against her, such a course being 
deemed expedient consequent on tbe joint occupation that existed between her 
husbaud and Wynne, against whom a writ of contempt has been taken out, but 
not yet executed. 

The Commissioners presume that, even in the event of the possession beino- 
surrendered by Mrs. M‘Cormick on demand as above, the proceeding by informa- 
tion will be found requisite, in order that judgment maybe recorded as to the 
whole property possessed by M‘Cormick and Wynne. 

With respect to Thomas and John Magan, I have to state that the Board 
concur in the propriety of not calling on them to discharge the whole arrear 
accrued due in their father’s life, but that they will be willing to accept the gale 
of rent accrued due 1 st May last, and that they should be permitted to remain as 
tenants to the Crown on discharging that amount, and provided they undertake 
for the discharge of the current rent as it shall fall due in future. Application 
should therefore be made to them accordingly, and the result reported. 

I am, &c. 

J. Burke, Esq. Milne. 



(Extract.) 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




AT BALLYKILCLINE, COUNTY OF ROSCOMMON. aj 

(Extract.) —No, 17- 

Clerk of the Quit Rents to Commissioners of Woods, &c. 
Attorney-General v. Narry. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, Quit Rent Office, 16th October 1843. 

*****#* # 

With reference to the Report from this office of the 9th instant, I best to enclose 
herewith the documents specified in the subjoined list; viz. 

7th October 1843— Letter from Messrs. R. Hamilton & Co., with copy letter 
from Sheriff of Roscommon enclosed. 

_ - I am, &c. 

lhe Commissioners of j Burke 

Her Majesty’s Woods, &c. Clerk of the Quit Rents, 



Enclosure A. in No. 17. 

Messrs. Hamilton & Co. to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

Attorney-General v. Narry. 

TT Sir> , . .. ,,, ._ _ Sackville-street, 7th October 1843 

Having applied to the'Sheriff of Roscommon to know if he had succeeded in arresting 
duty™ 0 * 6 ° f the defendantS la thls cause ’ and ur S in g him to the performance of hi! 

We received this morning a reply from him, a copy of which we now send for the infor- 
mation of the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods, Sec. The Sheriff alludes to an 
appearance having been entered for the defendant Wynne. We have not received no t“eff 
Stwo tS?ys“ a ° Ce ’ PreSUmS “ W “ m!S ‘ ake ’ and refes t0 the Wearanees entered for 

_ We remain, &c. 

John Burke, Esq. Zoi. Hamilton Sc Co. 



Enclosure B. in No. 17. 

Sub-Sheriff of Roscommon to Messrs. Hamilton & Co. 

Attorney-General v. Narry. 

Dear Sure, Roscommon, 6th October 1843. 

I regret to find, by your letter of the 5th instant, that the Commissioners of Woods, &c. 
are impressed with the idea that I have not done all in my power to execute the attach- 
ments against the defendants,- I beg to state for their information that there is no fair or 
market any where within 20 miles of their places of abode that I have not attended, aided by 
men who I have employed and paid, as I am totally unacquainted with the persons of the 
defendants ; this, m addition to the former expense I have been at in the takino- 0 f B Narry 
and obtaining an appearance for him and Wynne, is so heavy, that I cannot longer encounter 
i" * a . m assisted. I cannot devote myself from market day to market day looking 
after the defendants. I shall, till the return, use all the exertions I can, either to procure 
B Nariy StS 01 appearances ‘ Waiting your reply respecting the expenses of arresting 

I remain, &c. 

Messrs. Hamilton & Co. j ohn R Mahne _ 



( Co PyO —No. 18.— 

Commissioners of Woods to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

Attorney- General v. Narry and others. 

„ ® lr > . . Office of Woods, 16th October 1843. 

. * HE Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods have had under their considera- 
tion your Report of 10th instant, enclosing correspondence relative to the proceed- 
ings adopted and expenses incurred by the Sheriff of Roscommon county in 
endeavouring to execute the writs of attachment issued against certain of the 
defendants in the above cause. 

And I have, on the Board’s behalf, to state, that as it appears an expense of 
about 28/. has been already incurred by the Sheriff in arresting the defendant 

457- D Narry, 
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Narry, and in endeavours to discover and arrest others of the defendants, the Board 
■will be prepared to direct an advance to the Sheriff to the above amount, on being 
furnished with a statement, showing the nature of the services in which this 
outlay was incurred, the number of men employed thereon, and the time occupied 
therein. 

And I have, therefore, to direct that the Sheriff be forthwith called on, through 
the Board’s solicitors, with reference to the correspondence transmitted by you, 
to furnish such a statement of particulars, in order to its being laid before the 
Commissioners, who will thereupon take the necessary steps for putting in a course 
of settlement the amount to which the Sheriff may be fairly deemed entitled for 
this service. And you will instruct Messieurs Hamilton, in forwarding the state- 
ment they may receive, to state their opinion as to the reasonableness or otherwise 
of the charges. 

I am, &c. 

J. Burke, Esq. A. Milne. 



(Copy.) — No. 19. — • 

Clerk of the Quit Rents to Commissioners of Woods. 

Attorney-General <o. Narry and others. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, Quit Rent Office, 10th Nov. 1843. 

In compliance with your order of the 16th, instructions were issued in letter 
from this office, of the 23d ultimo, to Messrs. R. Hamilton & Co., to call upon the 
Sheriff of Roscommon to furnish an account of the expenses alleged to have been 
incurred by him in endeavouring to execute writs of attachment issued against 
certain of the defendants in the above cause, and to state their opinion, ^when 
forwarding such account to this office, as to the reasonableness or otherwise of the 
charges contained therein. 

On the 7th instant Messrs. R. Hamilton & Co. transmitted to this office the 
enclosed * Report and copy Account as furnished by the Sheriff, from which docu- 
ment it appears that the expenses alleged to have beeu incurred amount to 38 1. 
instead of 28/., the sum stated in the solicitors’ report of the 9th, transmitted to 
your Board with letter from this office of the 10th ultimo ; and the solicitors state, 
with reference to these expenses, that they conceive, if the statements of the 
Sheriff are correct as to the time occupied, the number of men necessarily employed, 
and the distance travelled by them, in the service in question, the sum now claimed* 
although at first sight a large one, does not appear to be exorbitant. 

I am, &c. 

The Commissioners of j m Burke 

Her Majesty's Woods, &c. Clerk of the Quit Rents. 



Enclosure A. in No. 19. 

Messrs. Hamilton & Co. to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

Attorney-General v. Narry and others. 

T Sir i , , „ , Sackville-street, 7th November 1848. 

In reference to your letter of the 28th ultimo, respecting the expenses incurred by the 
Sheriff of Roscommon in arresting the defendant Narry, and in endeavours to discover and 
arrest others of the defendants, and stating that the Board would be prepared to direct au 
advance to the Sheriff to the amount of 28 Z. (the sum which he then stated those expenses 

whlTT ,’l °° b ™ S f “ r T bed Wl * a s “ eme " 1 lowing the nature of the services in 
which the out ay was incurred, the number of men employed thereon, and the time occupied 
therein, and directing us to call upon the Sheriff to furnish such statement, and that we 
should srate our opinion as to the reasonableness or otherwise of the charges, wo beg to 
state, that we have this morning been furnished with a statement by the Slier®, of which we 
send herewith a copy. The amount now claimed by him exceeds that stated by him pre- 
r^ y ‘fv aV, " S be , enmcul ' red .; a “ d weoan only say, that upon looking into the several 
items in this account, we conceive that if the statement is correct as to the time occupied, 
the number of men necessarily employed, and the distance travelled by them, in this service 
the sum now claimed, although at first sight a large one, does not appear to be exorbitant. 

We remain, &c. 

John Burke, Esq. AiJerf Hamilton k Co. 



Enclosure 
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Enclosure B. in No. 19. 

Account Expanses incurred by the Sdb-Shempe of Roscommon County. 
Attorney-General against Narry and others. 

AprifitS WrilS ° f attaclira “ t “ *e above cause returnable 13th I 

Paid , ?’ !p f’ s ' s thEt of who knew the persons of two 

of the defendants, together with the expenses of two bailiffs, in attending 1 

foil ■ T Panyra , 6 ” 6 " eekly mi,rkets m Stroakstown and severe* 
fairs in the county, in order to point out their persons to me when he 
succeeded in showing me one of the defendants, Bartholomew Kony 

car haa 

“ a v ,m .| be “ threatened with rescue of his person, it became necessary 
oaid 1 de /™ d . ant a . different road besides the diiect road to the gaoU 

paid car-hire for the prisoner and my bailiffs, tliree ill number - - 

ba,«ffs gSngTgaoT? enS “- f “ ‘ W ° *!* ™ “! “ ad “ d ° f “V 

ren T a J Wr ' ts of attachment returnable on the 
10 th June ; from the press of business and the shortness of the return I 
was unable to do any thing with those writs. 

July 9th —Received further renewals of those writs returnable 2 d No- 
vember 1843. 

It became necessary to employ and ™hn 

respective persons of the defendants. 

mo'n'to th r ei i-‘h e and V tr0ubl f “ S^g with “» from Roscom- 

rnon to the lands of Kilglass, wheie the defendants resided, and also to 
the weekly markets and some fairs, where I was informed that it was 
most likely that those defendants, or one of them, would be found. 

3 s per dayeaeh forty ~ tbree dayB S oiD g with me for the above purpose, at 
Paid car-hire for like purpose 

FT? aS *1 inducem , ent t0 for pointing out the 

defendant Bartholomew Narry, and in order that he might do the same 
with respect to the other defendants, and giving him an interest in assist- 
lng me, as without this I never could have accomplished the arrest nor 
the appearance entered by the other defendant, paid him accordingly - 



6 9 
8 12 



( c °py-> -No. 2o— 

Clerk of the Quit Rents to Commissioners of Woods. 

The Attorney-Genera] it. Narry and others. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, Quit Rent Office, 22d Nov 1843 

Enclosed is a Report from Messrs. R. Hamilton k Co, dated 16th instant 

wlnne g t ‘f^ 1 ' W ° U d , K™* advisable to strike the defendants Quin and 
Wynne out of the present information in the above cause, by which means the 
solicitors will be in a position at once to issue an injunction to put Her Majesty 
into possession of those portions of the lands of Bally kilcline, county VioLZ 
mon, now in the occupation of the defendants Bartholomew and Patrick Narry 
Denis Connor, and Patrick Cronghan, and as this is obviously the best course *1 
ing™ me “ d that 1 “ ay be mstmcted t0 desire th e solicitors to proceed accord. 

It further appears, from the enclosed Report, that the solicitors have, agreeably 

n“t“Tf ,8 T d th,S 0ffice ’ “ P ursuance of y° ul ' order of the 16th ult* 
prepared a further information against Mrs. Catherine M'Cormick; and they 
suggest that the two defendants, Quin and Wynne, being first struck out of the 
pr^nt information, as before mentioned, might he included in this new one. 

toTeVhf f ri, G S P roc * adm S’ 1 *>»« “> °b»erve, that should the opposition 
to the rights of the Crown hitherto manifested by the occupiers of this estate be 
continued after the possession being recovered from the four parties against whom 
an injunction is now proposed to be issued, it will probably be deemed necessary 
to file an information of intrusion against so many of the most refractory of the 
remaining occupiers as may be thought advisable, and in this number Mrs. M'Cor- 
mick, Quin and Wynne can be included ; but further proceedings may possibly 
457* b i ui 
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Enel, iu No. 20 



No. 21 . 



* No. 20. 



be rendered unnecessary by the carrying into effect the proceedings for recovery 
of possession before mentioned, and I therefore think that it would be advisable 
that the solicitors be directed to defer filing this new information until further 
orders. 

I think it necessary to observe, that, in the event of the injunction being issued, 
the Sheriff of Roscommon must dispossess each of the defendants, and remove all 
their goods and chattels from the lands in their respective occupations ; and it will 
be absolutely necessary that there should at same time be persons to enter, on 
behalf of the Crown, into possession of the several premises out of which the 
intruders have been evicted, and which persons will be put into possession by the 
Sheriff, their names having previously been entered in the injunction or specified 
to the Sheriff by the solicitors; and I have accordingly directed Messrs. Hamilton 
& Co. to make inquiry for the purpose of finding out proper persons as care- 
takers for being so put into possession, and who could maintain same on behalf of 
the Crown until your Board had been enabled, cither by the submission of some 
of the intruders, or of advantageous offers from other parties, to obtain tenants for 
the premises in question. 

I am, &c. 

The Commissioners of J. Burke , 

Her Majesty’s Woods, &c. Clerk of the Quit Rents. 



Enclosure in No. 20. 

Messrs. Hamilton & Co. to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

The Attorney-General v. Narry. 

Sir, Sackville-street, 16th November 1843. 

We beg to call your attention to the present position of this cause. This information 
was filed for the recovery of those portions of the lands of Ballykileline, in the possession 
of Bartholomew Narry, Patrick Narry, Dennis Connor, Patrick Croaghan, John Wynne, 
John Quin, Patrick M'Cormick and Thomas Magan ; appearances having been entered 
for the defendants Bartholomew and Patrick Narry, Dennis Connor and Patrick Croaghan, 
we have marked judgment against them for want of a plea. No appearances have been 
entered for the defendants Quin or Wynne, nor has the Sheriff' been able to arrest them 
under the attachments issued for their contempt. The defendants Magan ami M'Cormick 
are dead ; and as it appears that the late defendant M'Cormick held conjointly with the 
defendant John Wynne, we have, under your direction, prepared a further information 
against his widow, who is now in possession conjointly with Wynne. It 1ms occurred to us 
that it would be very advisable to strike the defendants Quin and Wynne out of the present 
information, by which means we should be in a position at once to issue an injunction to pal 
Her Majesty into the possession of those portions of the lands which arc iu Ike occupation 
of the defendants Bartholomew and Patrick Narry, Dennis Connor ami Patrick Croaghan, 
and the two defendants Quin and Wynne could be included with Catherine M'Cormick in 
the new information. The expense of taking this course would not exceed 1 1 . ; and we 
consider that the effect of issuing an injunction against the four defendants we have named 
would be most salutary. 

We are, & c. 

John Burke, Esq. Rolert Hamilton & Co. 



(Copy.) — No. 21. — 

Commissioners of Woods to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

Attorney- General v. Narry. 

Sir, Office of Woods, &c. 27th November 1843. 

The Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods, &.c. have had under their con- 
sideration your Report of * 22d instant, transmitting a communication from 
Messrs. Hamilton & Co. on the subject of the state of the proceeding in the 
above cause. 

And I have on their behalf to acquaint you, that they approve of the course 
suggested by you, and to request that you will direct Messrs. Hamilton & Co. to 
prepare a new information against Mrs. Catherine M'Cormick, including the 
two defendants Quin and Wynne. 

I am, &c. 

J. Burke, Esq. A. Milne. 

(Copy.) 
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(Copy.) — No. 22.— 

Clbrk of the Quit Rents to Commissioners of Woods. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, Quit Rent Office, 27th January 1844. 

I herewith transmit for your information the documents specified in the 
Schedule hereto annexed, in relation to the proceedings hitherto taken for the 
eviction of certain occupiers of the Crown lands of Ballykilcline, county Ros- 
common, and from which it will be found that on the 19th instant the Sub- 
Sheriff of said county, under the injunction issued in this case, took possession 
of the several parcels in the occupation of those parties, and handed over same 
to Michael Ryan, quit rent driver in Athlone collection, on behalf of the 
Crown. 

There has not been any application since received from any of the late or 
present occupiers of these lands, with exception of the letter from Connor, and 
the proposal subjoined thereto from Croughan, one of the dispossessed persons, and 
to which, under existing circumstances, I did not think it expedient to reply. 
I am, however, in communication with Messrs. R. Hamilton & Co. as to the 
course that it may now be advisable to adopt, with a view of giving effect to the 
proceedings lately taken, and which may be deemed best calculated to secure 
the possession of the parcels of this estate lately handed over to Ryan, and bring 
the occupiers of the remaining divisions to a proper submission and acknowledg- 
ment of the Crown’s rights. 

I am, & c. 

The Commissioners of J. Burke , 

Her Majesty’s Woods, &c. Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

Schedule. 

Copy Letter from Sub-Sheriff of the county of Roscommon, dated 19th January 
1844. 

Letter from James Connor, dated 22d January 1844', with proposal from 
Patrick Croughan annexed. 



Enclosure A. in No. 22. 

Sub-Sheriff of County Roscommon to Messrs. Hamilton Sc Co. 

Strokestown, 19th January 1844, 

Gentlemen, Six o’clock. 

I have this moment returned from the lands of Kilglass, where I, together with the 
police, cavalry and infantry, have been the entire of this day. I have taken the possession 
from the persons named in the injunction, and put Mr. Ryan into the possession. It would 
have been much better, for example sake, to have thrown down the houses as well as taken 
many prisoners. I told the people they had better pay their rents, and go and settle with 
the collector in Athlone. Certainly something should be done. There are by two thousand 
too many people on the lands. If I can be of any use, my services are at your command at 
any time. The people offered to be directed by me and the troops; but if the matter was 
left to me, I think 1 could manage matters between the Crown and them. They all appear 
willing to come forward. I have had much fatigue, trouble and expense in this affair; and 
I hope that some good will result from this day. 

(signed) John R. Malone. 

Messrs. Hamilton Sc Co. 



Enclosure B. in No. 22. 

James Connor, with Proposal from Patt Croghan. 

Honoured Sir, Ballykilcline, 22d January 1844. 

Through the many intreaties of Michael O’Connor, Esq., 27, North King-street, to us, 
the tenants of Ballykilcline, to submit to pay rent, I had at all times read his instructions 
publicly, and some would agree, and others would not ; that is, four or five of most resolute 
that held the largest holdings. If them were summoned the remainder would be easily 
lead ; as I say it is better for any man know his landlord and pay rent than be in law; but 
the terror of the rack rent is the greatest cause of their non-compliance. 

I send a proposal from Patt Croghan of his own will, though the land in question is not 
at his disposal ; it is in the hands of the administrators of his father, which letter can' be sent 
to M. O’Connor as a proof of what I say. I will expect an answer whether the proposal be 
accepted, as it may be an inducement to others. 

Your most obedierit servant, 

Direct to James Connor, Ballykilcline, Ruskey. James Comor. 

457. d 3 Enclosure 



No. 22. 
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End. C. in No. 22. 



Enclosure C. in No. 22. 



zzu j auuury <14. 

For the land my father held, being six acres of the lands of Ballykilcline, county of Ros- 
common, for which I propose to pay a yearly rent of 12s. 6d. per acre from the First day 
of November last. Given under my hand this 22d day of January 1844. 

Patt. Croghan. 



No. 23 . (Copy.) —No. 23.— 

Clerk of the Quit Rents to the Commissioners of Woods. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, Quit Rent Office, 16th Feb. 1844. 

Adverting to the letter from this office dated 27th ultimo, I beg- to enclose 
herewith the documents specified in the subjoined Schedule relative to the Crown 
lands of Ballykilcline, county Roscommon. 

Amongst these documents will be found a reply to the application from James 
Connor on behalf of Patrick Croughan, a person having called at this office and 
requested that an answer might be returned thereto. 

I am, &c. 

The Commissioners of Burke 

Her Majesty’s Woods, See. Clerk of the Quit Rents. 



Schedule of Papers herewith sent. 

Reports from Collector of Athlone, dated respectively 30th January and 
6 th February 1844, and Report received by Collector on 30th January from 
Michael Ryan. J 

Copy of Letter from Clerk of the Quit Rents to Collector, dated 2d February 
1844. 

Copy Letter from Clerk of the Quit Rents to Mr. James Connor, dated 7th 
February 1844. 



End A. in No. 33 . Enclosure A. in No. 23. 

Collector of Excise at Athlon e to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

Sir, Excise Office, Athlone, 30th January 1844 . 

With reference to your letter of the 12 th instant, respecting the dispossessing of four 
parties from certain premises at Ballykilcline, I beg to state for your information* that 011 
the 17th instant I had an interview at Strokestown relative thereto with the Sub Sheriff' 
for the county of Roscommon, when it was arranged by him that I was to direct Ryan to 
have four men with him, and to meet him, the Sheriff; at Strokestown on the morning of 
the 19th instant at eight o’clock, and that he would have four more men to join Ryan 
and his party, who, he said, knew the lands and would be able to identify any of the 
parties in the event of their giving obstruction. I directed Ryan accordingly, and him 
and four men attended at the time and place appointed ; the Sheriff on that day the 
19th, dispossessed Patrick Croughan, Bartholomew Narry and Patrick H any, and Denis 
Connor, of their respective holdings, and gave possession of each to Ryan, but the Sheriff 
could get no men to join him and his party, upon which, and the Rev. Mr. Lloyd and the 
Sub-Inspector of Constabulary (Mr. Blakenay) having observed .that it would not be prudent 
nor safe for them to stay there, they became alarmed, and could not be prevailed on to 
remain in the houses. Ryan then put on fastenings and locked the houses, and he has 
since twice visited them and found them undisturbed ; hut I fear that the possession has 
not been so effectually kept as you could have wished. On Saturday last three of the ejected 
parties, the two Narrys and Coughlan, called on me, and seemed anxious to come to terms 
and to be re-accepted as tenants of their late holdings ; they were prepared to pay but 
they complained that the rents as fixed are too high, and they kept teasing me to recom- 
mend you to receive 16 s. per acre, but I gave them no hopes that they would succeed 
in getting such a reduction, and they then said that they would communicate with vou on 
the subject. J 

I am, &c. 

John Burke, Esq. Jo , m Tuc ^ ColIeotor 



Enel. A. (a) in 
No. 23. 



Enclosure A. (a) in No. 23. 
Report of Michael Ryan. 



i'S" ^ th ' one *? r Strokestown. Friday the tilth, I proceeded to 

Bauykileline, at eight o clock, from Strokestown, with the Sub-Sheriff, a party of soldiers 
Chief constable, and a division of the police. I hired four men in Atlilone, at 2 s. 6 d. 

a day; 
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hned a man to come along with me, as the place was lonesome,- we visited the laSds different 
t mes, morning and evening, until Thursday evening, .„d brought the Sepos Zed tenant 
along with me to Athlone who told me they were inclined to settle with the SSor Now 

1 rno „ °t, "? W b 7 am ,i t0 act if 1 find of them in ** houses,^ as T told them if ”,ey 
removed the locks I would prosecute according to law. ^ 

Michael Ryan , 

Quit Rent Driver, Athlone. 

Enclosure B. in No. 23. 

Clebk of the Quit Rests to Coeleotoe of Excise at Atiilobe. 

I meoEivED your report of the 30,1, ultimo, JUf M L 

Ryan, respecting the dispossession, by the Sheriff of Roscommon, of Patrick Croughan 
Bartholomew Marry .Patrick Narry and Denis Connor, and his g vinw isTession of Z' 
premises lately in their occupation, being portions of the Crown lands oftKk Tline in ffie 
county Roscommon, to Ryan on behalf of the Crown. oeiiyaiiclme, in the 

With respect to Ryan and the care-takers not remaining in the houses, it does not affect 
the case as regards the validity of the possession taken; and as these premises are now 
in the custody of the Crown, if any attempt should be made by the dispossessed oarbeT 
or others, to enter again, summary proceedings will be immediately instituted awainst them 
and it will be requisite that Ryan should visit the lauds occasionally for the°puroose of 
ascertaining whether such a, tempt be made, and of reporting to y™ the resTof his 
mismoners’. “ ° rder ““ y °“ “ J com, " uracate *° “>« office for information of the Com- 

rl.uf r f ere . n 5 e the Propose made by the Narrys and Croughan, you acted quite 
right m not giving them any hope of such a proposal being likely to be acceded to - ami 
not having received any general instructions from the Board, with reward to the tenants of 
h>s property and the rents payable by them, since the letter to youfrom W office dated 
upon thes^points. 42 * ' haTC ^ y °" S«erelUrma«io„ and guidance 

It is, however, open to the four persons who have been dispossessed, or any of the occu- 
pying tenants of this estate who may wish to retain their holdings, to toifmit any 
application they may be desirous of making to the Commissioners of Her Majesty 
Woods, &c., either direct to them to London, through you or through this office ■ L/in 
ft aP ? llC 77 tlley should sta J* ‘he amount of the composition they would be willing 
to pay for the heavy arrears due by them to the Crown, and undertake to discharge their 
rents punctually for the future; and if those rents should in reality be too hfgh as 
alleged, there is no doubt but that the Commissioners, upon this fact being ascertained bv 
inquiry or valuation of their own officers, would grant such abatement a. fach care migtt 
appear to require, and you should make a communication to these parties accordingly. g 

Collector of Excise, Athlone. ^Cllk ofthf Qffit Rents. 



Enel. B. in No. 93. 



Enclosure C. in No. 23. 

Clerk of the Qcit Rents to Mr. James Connor. 

. gj Custom-house, Dublin, Quit Rent Office, 

J ® A T E f ^knowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 22d ultimo, containing a 

OXllr ?7 Cro Sljaa ‘u become tenant of the Crown- for the part of tile lands^of 

Ballykilcbne which was formerly held by his father, and to pay a yearly rent of 12 s 6d 
per acre for same, to commence from 1st November 1’ast; and I haJXte whh reference 
Her M^fwooi% Same transmitted f ” ‘W* Office to the Commissioners of 

Mr. James Connor, Ballykilcline, Rnskey. ^'“"cierk ofthf Qrit Rents. 



.Enel. C. in No. 23. 



(Copy.) 



— No. 24.— 



Commissioners of Woods to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

, , . _ Office of Woods, 22d February 1844. 

I have to acknowedge the receipt of your letter of 16th instant, enclosing 
copies of correspondence in your department in relation to the proceedings 
D 4 recently 



No. Q4, 
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recently adopted through the Sheriff of the county of Roscommon for dispossessing 
certain parties from their holdings at Ballykilcline. 

The Commissioners have much satisfaction in hearing that those proceedings 
have been carried into effect without any breach of the peace, and they are 
inclined to anticipate that very beneficial results may arise from this assertion 
of the rights of the Crown, and that the occupiers of this estate generally may 
thereby be brought to a proper sense of their position as tenants to the Crown. 

With respect to the offer made by Patrick Croagban, which was transmitted 
with your former Report herein of the 27th ultimo, I have to state that the Board 
have postponed giving any decision thereon, as they were in expectation of seeing 
the Report of Messrs. Hamilton & Co., with whom you stated you were in com- 
munication as to the course it might be advisable to adopt, founded on the 
proceedings taken, with a view of giving effect thereto, for securing the possession 
of the parcels hauded over to Ryan, and for bringing the occupiers of the 
remainder to a proper submission. 

The Board collect from your recent letter that this Report has not as yet been 
furnished by Messrs. Hamilton, and they consider that the instructions given by 
you to the collector since possession of the four parcels have been handed over to 
Ryan are in every respect most judicious. 

And l have to desire that the Commissioners may be furnished with such 
suggestions as the solicitors may deem it expedient to make in relation to the 
properties now handed over to the Crown, and as to the most advisable mode of 
dealing with the remaining occupiers of this estate, in order that such instructions 
maybe issued herein as maybe deemed most proper for the interests of the 
Crown. 

I am, &c. 

J. Burke, Esq. Charles Gore. 



No 25. (Copy.) — No. 25. — 

Clerk of the Quit Rents to Commissioners of Woods. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, Quit Rent Office, 2d March 1844. 

With reference to your letter dated the 22d, acknowledging the receipt of the 
Report from this Office of the 16th ultimo, with copies of correspondence in 
relation to the proceedings recently adopted for dispossessing certain parties from 
their holdings on the Crown lands of Ballykilcline, and acquainting mo that your 
Board had learned with much satisfaction of these proceedings having been 
carried into effect without any breach of the peace ; that in respect to the offer 
mode by Patrick Croughan, one of the persons so dispossessed, to take the same 
parcel of ground as he previously occupied, containing six acres (presumed to be 
plantation measure), at a rent of 12 s. 6 d. per acre, that you had postponed 
giving any decision thereon, being in expectation of receiving the Report of 
Messrs. Hamilton & Co. alluded to in the letter from this Office of the 27th January 
last, and desiring that your Board might be furnished with such suggestions as 
the solicitors may deem expedient in reference to the parcels of this estate now 
in the hands of the Crown, and as to the most advisable mode of dealing with 
the remaining occupiers, in order that such instructions may be issued on the 
subject as shall be deemed most advisable for the interests of the Crown : 

I have to state that I have conferred with the solicitors upon this matter, and 
they are decidedly of opinion, and in which I concur, that until some local agent 
be appointed for the purpose of communicating on the spot with the occupiers of 
this estate, of receiving any proposals they may wish to make for the taking of » 
the parcels respectively in their possession, and letting your Board know the 
state of the feeling of these parties as to their actual wish to become tenants of 
the Crown and discharge their rents, that any orders that may be issued or steps 
taken for the regulation of this property are almost certain of proving nugatory 
and inoperative, by reason of not having any person acting for you upon the spot | 
capable of carrying suclvorders or measures into effect, as it is obvious that the 
Collector of Excise at Athlone, the seat of whose collection is 30 Irish miles from 
Ballykilcline, is not the party to whom the management of such an intricate affair 
as the arrangement of the several matters connected with a property such as this 
is should be entrusted, as, independently of the objection which most probably 

exists, 
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exists, namely, his not having any knowledge of the value of land or hahits of 
the people his ti me must necessarily be so taken up in the performance of his 
official duties as Collector of Excise as to preclude the possibility of his dis- 
charging those of agent to this estate with the least probability of successor 



We are, therefore, of opinion, either that some person resident in that locality 
should be aj pointed to act as agent for the management of this property or that 
some one conversant with the valuation and letting of land should be immediately 
sent down, with a view to their communicating with the occupiers as to their 
becoming tenants to the Crown of the parcels of ground in their respective 
occupation, subject to payment of a fair rent, and so as to remove any reasonable 

as to not bidding for the ground “ 



It will appear, on reierence to the letter from James Connor, of the 22d January 
last, that some of the occupiers are willing to pay rent, but oil ers are not that is 
tour or five of the most resolute that hold the largest boldines- and that if they 
were summoned he thinks the others would he easily led ; “ but tile terror of the 
racK rent is the greatest cause of their non-compliance and he encloses a pro- 
posal from I’at. Croughan to take six acres at 12s. 6 il. an acre 

It will also appear from the Collector’s Report, dated the 30th January last 
that the jNarrys and t roughan, immediately after they were dispossessed called 
on him, and seemed anxious to come to terms, and to he re-accepted as tenants 
of their late holdings; that they were prepared to pay, “ but they complained 
that the rents as nxed are loo high and they kept teasing him to accept 16 s 
au acre. r 



And being- desirous, in consequence of these representations, to ascertain whether 
the rents as heretofore chargeable on this property were really too high, I made 
application to Mr. Griffith fora copy of the valuation (under the Act 6 & 7 Will 4 
c. 84) of the townland of Ballykilcline, and was furnished on the 2 1st ultimo with 
a trace and valuation, which I enclose, as purposing- to refer thereto. 

This valuation took place in 1838, and the total quantity of ground is 
610 a. 2 k. 6 p. (including 3 a. 1 r. 18 p. of lake), and the amount of the valuation 
300Z. 7s. Id., leaving the average rent about 9s. 10r/. the statute acre, equal to 
15s. llr/. the plantation. 

By Brassington’s survey the contents are 609 a. 3r. 16p. statute measure, and 
the total rental 412/. 05. 2d., leaving the average rent about 13s. Qd. the statute 
acre, equal to 1/. Is. 10r/. plantation, aud the result, bv comparison of these 
two documents, is that the rents at present chargeable on this estate exhibit an 
over letting of about 3s. 8 d. the statute, equal to 55. lid. the plantation acre, 
being an excess upon the whole of about 27 per cent. 

In the particular case of Patrick Croughan, his proposal is 125. 6d. per acre 
(presumed to be plantation) for six acres, part of the parcel formerly held by 
Ihomas Fitzmaurice, aud marked on Brassington’s map Nos. 64 to 69, con- 
taining 7a. 2r. lip. plantation, or 12a. 1 r. 1 p. statute, at a rent of 8/. 35. 6d 
being an average of ll. Is. 7 d. plantation, or 135. Ad. per statute acre; these 
numbers correspond as to locality of situation to that marked in the valuation 
furnished by Mr. Griffith as No, 18, the contents whereof are 41a. lit. 13 p., the 
amount 21/. 05. 5d., leaving' the average rent about 10 5. 2d. the statute acre, 
equal to I65. 65. plantation, and Crouuhan’s proposal is 125. Qd., being As. less 
than the valuation and 95. Id. less than the acreable rent of the parcel from which 
he has been dispossessed. 

The division the Narrys want to retake is numbered on Brassington’s map from 
229 to 238, containing 8 a. 2r. 3p. plantation, or 13 a. 3 r. 8 p. statute, at a rent 
of 9/. 195. 9d., being an average of 1/. 35. 5 d. plantation, equal to 145. 5d. the 
statute acre ; this parcel corresponds to Nos. 6 and 9 in the valuation, containing 
together 6/ a. 2r. 21 p., amount 35/. 65. 5d., being an average of 165. lOd. 
plantation, or IO5. 5d. statute. The collector states that the Narrys were willing 
to give I65. the acre (presumed to be plantation), which is 10 o', less than the 
valuation, and 7 s. 5d. less than the acreable rent of tile parcel from which they 
have been lately dispossessed. 

Under these circumstances it w'ill be at once apparent to your Board that an 
absolute necessity now exists for a careful revision of the rents of the respective 
parcels of this estate, with reference to the rents now in charge upon the rental 
and the valuation, and that some person who is competent to make such should 
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be deputed to visit the property, for the purpose of communicating directly with 
the occupiers, and receiving proposals from them for the taking of the ground, 
either at the rents as rated in the valuation or other correct standard as regarding 
the present value, and ascertaining from each what sum of money by way of 
composition he would be willing to pay for his past occupation, in order that such 
proposals might be transmitted for the consideration and approval of your Board, 
and that you might thereby be enabled to issue the necessary instructions as to 
the parties who should be accepted or retained as tenants to this property, and 
proceedings taken for dispossessing any of the occupiers who may refuse to avail 
themselves of the opportunity of becoming tenants to the Crown at a fair rent ; 
and I recommend that such step should be taken at the earliest practicable 
period, as being the one by the adoption of which the best chance is afforded of 
effecting a satisfactory settlement of this very intricate affair. 

In such case, if the lately dispossessed parties or present occupiers evinced 
a desire to hold the lands at the rent respectively rated by the person so acting 
on behalf of Her Majesty, they could, on receipt of your orders, be restored or 
retained in possession ; if not, proceedings by information of intrusion should be 
forthwith commenced against so many of the occupiers as may be found to be the 
principal instigators to a resistance of the rights of the Crown, with a view to 
their being compelled to render a proper submission or being dispossessed from 
their holdings ; and I very much fear, from the determined spirit of opposition 
that has been already manifested, and from what can be collected from the 
observations iu the letter of James Connor, that the same determination to 
resistance still exists to a very considerable extent, and which spirit of combination 
it is imperative on your Board to break down by the strength of the law, not 
only for the assertion of the Crown’s rights, but for example sake, and in justice 
to the proprietors of the lands in that locality who complain, and with great 
reason, that persons have been suffered for several years to occupy the premises 
without payment of rent, and in open defiance of the law. 

I am, &c. 

The Commissioners of Bur Ice , 

Her Majesty’s Woods, &c. Clerk of the Quit Rents. 



No. 36. (Copy.) — No. 26. — 

Commissioners of Woods to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

Sir, Office of Woods, 26th March 1844. 

The Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods have had under their consideration 
your Report of the 2d instant, in relation to the present position of the Crown 
lands at Ballykilcline, as founded upon the legal steps recently adopted for 
dispossessing certain occupiers of portions thereof who had refused to surrender 
the occupation thereof, or to account with the Commissioners for the rents, issues 
and profits thereof; and I have to state, that, viewing the present condition of 
this property in connexion with the dealings that have been heretofore had with the 
same between the Commissioners and the occupying tenants, the Commissioners 
entirely coincide with you as to the expediency of the subject being placed in the 
hands of some local agent, with a view to such personal inspection and com- 
munication with the tenants being had as may lead to some arrangement being 
arrived at with the occupiers, duties which the Board are satisfied cannot be 
effectually performed through the medium of the Collector of Excise. 

In considering the most efficacious mode of carrying out their views, the Com- 
missioners have felt that in placing these matters in the hands of any party for 
adjustment on the part of the Board, the selection of a strictly professional person, 
either as a lawyer or a land agent, would not be judicious, but that some 
advantageous conclusion might be arrived at were the several matters connected 
with the property submitted for the consideration of some gentleman holding an 
appointment as agent to a landed proprietor within the immediate vicinity, and 
who consequently might be more practically conversant in that capacity with the 
nature of the steps most expedient to be adopted for bringing the occupiers of 
these estates to a proper feeling of their right position as tenants to the Crown, 
and at the same time be prepared to recommend such a course as would tend to 
establish the due rights of the proprietors of the estates. The means of bringing 

the 
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the subject before the Board that would be thus afforded, founded on frequent 
and personal communication with the occupiers, the Commissioners are satisfied 
can alone lead to any satisfactory conclusion. 

And I have to desire that you will, after such inquiries as you may deem 
proper, or from such local knowledge as you may possess of the district, submit 
to the Board the names of any parties now acting in the above capacity near the 
property to whom you might conceive it advisable the reference should be made, 
and by whom you might consider the subject would be undertaken at the request 
of this Board in a proper and impartial spirit. 

The arrangements which present themselves to the Board herein are, that the 
party who may accept the proposed reference should be furnished with the full 
particulars of the several transactions that have occurred between this Board and 
the occupiers, and after proceeding to the estate, and ascertaining, from personal 
communication with the tenants, the general state of feeling, submit for the 
Board’s consideration such arrangements as he would, were he acting on the part 
of an individual proprietor, recommend to be adopted, both as to outstanding 
arrears and the terms on which the occupation of the lands should be held from 
this Board ; submitting, at the same time, such proposals as may be made by the 
tenants, with his opinion thereon. 

You will, therefore, be pleased to submit, for the Board’s information at your 
earliest convenience, such particulars and information as may tend to enable the 
Commissioners to propose a reference and investigation of this subject to some 
competent party. 

I am, &c. 

J. Burke, Esq. Charles Gore. 



(Copy.) — No. 27. — 

Clerk of the Quit Rents to Commissioners of Woods. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, Quit Rent Office, 30th March 1844. 

Herewith are enclosed for your information the several documents relative to 
the Crown’s lands of Ballykilcline, county Roscommon, as specified in the sub- 
joined Schedule. 

On reference to the letter from this Office to Messrs. R. Hamilton & Co., it will 
appear that three of the parties who were lately dispossessed have re-entered into 
their former holdings, and as such a step is considered by the solicitors as a taking 
possession by force, sufficient to warrant the summary interference of the magis- 
trates, before whom they recommend that the Collector of Excise should have 
these parties summoned, and that there is no reason to doubt but that the magis- 
trates will cause them to be removed from their houses and the possession restored 
to the officers of the Crown. 

I beg to state that it is essentially necessary that such step should be now 
taken, and advise that I may be instructed to issue orders accordingly to the 
collector. 

And in the event of the application to the magistrates not being entertained, 
there is no other course but to apply to the Court of Exchequer for a renewal 
of the writ of injunction, or for a writ of restitution, as pointed out by the 
solicitors. 

In accordance with the directions contained in your order of the 26th instant, 
I am causing inquiries to be now made, for the purpose of finding out some party 
to nominate to your Board as competent to act as local agent for this property, and 
who would be likely to carry out your wishes in the management of the same in 
the spirit expressed in your letter, and the moment I can find such person I shall 
acquaint you with his name and address, in order that you may communicate with 
him upon this subject. 

I am, &c. 

The Commissioners of J. Burke, 

Her Majesty’s Woods, &c. Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

Schedule. 

26th March 1844. — Report from Collector of AtMone, with two letters from 
Mich. Ryan, and a proposal from B. and P. Narry, enclosed. 
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Enci. B. in No. 27. 



* Enclosure D. 
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27th March 1844. — Copy Letter from Clerk of Quit Rents to Messrs. R. 
Hamilton & Co. 

29tb March 1844.— Letter from Messrs. R. Hamilton & Co. to Clerk of the 
Quit Rents. 



Enclosure A. in No. 27. 

Clerk of Quit Rents to Messrs. Hamilton & Co. 

Gentlemen, * Quit Rent Office, 27th March 1844. 

Instructions having been issued on the 2d ullimo from this Office to the Collector of 
Excise at Athlone to require his quit rent driver, Mr. Michael Ryan, to visit the lands of 
Bull \ kilcline occasionally, for the purpose of ascertaining whether any attempt should be 
made by the four parties who were lately dispossessed by the Sheriff of the county of Ros- 
common from their holdings, under the proceedings taken on behalf of the Crown, to re-euter 
into possession of 1 he premises; 

1 have received by this post a Report from the collector, enclosing statements from Ryan, 
dated respectively the 2oth February and 13th instant, from which latter document it will be 
perceived that three of the parties so dispossessed, viz. Bartholomew flurry, Patrick flurry 
and Patrick Croughan, have repossessed themselves of their former holdings, and are now 
residing therein with their families. 

And as such a step is in utter defiance of the law, I enclose the report and statements 
in question for your consideration, in order that you may acquaint me, for- information of 
the Commissioners, with the course of proceeding most advisable to be taken in the present 
case for the assertions of the Crown’s rights and punishment of the offenders. 

J. Hurtle, 

Messrs. R. Hamilton & Co. Clerk of the Quit Rents 



Enclosure B. in No. 27. 

Collector of Excise, Athlone, to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

Sir, Excise Office, Athlone, 2fith March 1844. 

Referring to your letter of the 2d ultimo, relative to the lauds of Ballykilcline, I beg 
to state that the driver, Michael Ryan, has several times visited the said lauds; lie was 
thereon the 25th ultimo, and saw some of the dispossessed tenants leaving the houses 
from which they had been ejected by the Sheriff, and of which he (Ryan) had taken pos- 
session; the enclosed letter,* No. 1, is his account of the discoveiy ; but as he eoulu not 
identify any of the persons that lie saw retreating from the houses, I gave him to understand 
that his information was useless, and directed him to go to the said lands again, and if 
possible catch and recognize the parties in the houses, so as to be able to support any pro- 
ceedings that might be taken against all or any of them; he accoidingly went on the 
13th instant, and found Croughan, Pat. and Bartholomew flurry, and IVl'P’ormiek in the 
several houses from which they had been respectively dispossessed. Letterj- No. 2. is 
Ryan’s statement of the affair, and the other accompanying! Letter is a proposal from 
Bartholomew and Patrick Narry. 

I am, &c. 

John Burke, Esq. John Tuck, 

&c. &c. Collector. 



Enclosure C. in No. 27. 

Sir, Ballykilcline, 13th March 1844. 

I went on the lands of Ballykilcline on yesterday. I considered I might see the people 
that was dispossessed in their houses. As soon as it was discovered I was on the lands, the 
doors was locked; on a minute inspection I discovered the staples 1 drove in the doors 
were removed. The morning of the 14th, between the hours of tw o or three o’clock, I went 
again on the lands, and found the following people in their houses, as follows: in the house 
of Pat. Croghan, Margaret Croghan and Put. Croghan were then in bed ; in the house of 
Bartholomew Narry, 1 seen himself and his brother Pat. Narry; and in the house of Thomas 
M'Cormick 1 seen himself, Catherine M'Cormick, and Michael M'Cormick. I viewed the 
lands, and seen no sign of tillage, either ploughing or digging. 

I remain, &c. 

Michael Ryan, 

Quit Rent Driver. 



Enclosure D. in No. 27. 

Mr. John Tuck, Ballykilcline, 25th February 1844. 

Sir, 1 resbrted to the lands of Ballykilcline, and read that letter for them I got from you. 
I seen some of the dispossessed tenants coming out of their houses. They are stiffer than 

ever 
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«;,olv neW K ^ m 1 ?, bC b l f ° re ; t1,e y W a hr Z e sum of mone y up and paid to an 
r b6 V hey were dispossessed under a stolen mder from the Courts: lie 
aLo ordered them to make a prisoner of any man that would be seen on the lands, as the 
Crown has no power to show. ’ 

I remain, &c. 

Michael Ryan , 

Quit Kent Driver. 



Enclosure E. in No. 27. 



Enel. 



Proposal from Bartholomew and Patrick Narry. 



. . Ballykilcline (Strokestown), 14th March 1844. 

w e the undersigned hereby propose and agree to pay you the sum of 12s. 6<l. sterling 
, T> er „ aCrC ; P er amium f . or l , he P 0rt ' 011 of land (say eight acres and a half) lately held bv us at 
ballykilcline situate in the county of Roscommon. 



To the Collector of Excise, 
Athlone. 



Bartholomew Neary. 
Patrick Neary. 



Enclosure F. in No. 27. Enel. 

Messrs. Hamilton & Co. to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

®' r * . 38, Upper Sackville-street, 29th March 1844. 

In reply to your letter of -the 27th instant, which was accompanied by a report of the 
Collector of Excise at Athlone, and stating that the three parties who had been dispossessed 
of their holdings on the lands of Ballykilcline under the injunction of the Court of Exchequer 
had repossessed themselves of their former holdings; • * 

We beg to say, that as it appears from the letter of Mr. Michael Ryan, dated the 13th 
instant, that the staples placed by him on the doors of the houses to secure the possession 
had been removed, we think that a taking possession by force, sufficient to warrant 
the summary interference of the magistrates, has taken place, and therefore the Collector 
of Excise should have the parties summoned to appear before the magistrates, who, we have 
no doubt, will remove them from the houses, and the possession restored to the officer of 
the Crown. 

However, should the magistrates refuse to interfere, the only other course to be adopted 
is to apply to the (. ourt ft r a renewal of the writ of injunction, or for a writ of restitution, 
as the Court may be pleased to grant. 

We return you the letters of Michael Ryan to the Collector, dated 25th February and 
13th March last, and the proposal from Bartholomew and Patrick Narry, dated 14th March 
last, the letter of the Collector dated 26th March last. 

We remain, &c. 

John Burke, Esq. j tobert Hamilton & Co. 



(Copy.) — No. 28.— 

Commissioners of Wooes to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

Sir, _ 4th April 1844. 

The Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods have had under their consideration 
your report of 30th ultimo, stating that three of the parties who were lately 
evicted from their holdings at Ballykilcline, namely, Bartholomew and P. Narry, 
and 1 homas Croughan, have re entered thereon, in such a manner as in the 
opinion of the Board s solicitors to render them answerable to summary process 
before the magistrates. 

And I have, on the Board’s behalf, to desire that the collector at Athlone 
may be instructed forthwith to summon the parties in question before the magis- 
trates, with a view to their being removed from the premises, and the possession 
restored to the party who has been authorized to receive the same on behalf of 
the Crown. 

Should this step prove ineffectual, you will instruct the collector to report 
accordingly, and thereupon direct Messrs. Hamilton to apply as suggested by 
them for a renewal of the writ of injunction, or for a writ of restitution, as may 
be deemed most expedient. 

I am, &c. 

John Burke, Esq. Charles Gore. 
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No. 39. 



(Extract,) — No. 29. — 

Clerk of the Quit Rents to Commissioners of Woods. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, Quit Rent Office, 2 d April 1844. 

Adverting to your letter dated the 26th ultimo, upon the subject of the 
present position of the Crown lands of Ballykilcline, and to the Report from this 
Office of the 30th ultimo, in which it was stated, with reference to your instructions 
as to the selection of a person to act as local agent for that property, that I was 
causing inquiries to be made for the purpose of finding out some party to nominate 
to your Board as competent to act in that capacity, I beg to observe, that with 
a view of obtaining information I could rely upon in respect to the character and 
competency of a person to undertake the agency of this estate, I applied to 
Mr. Kincaid, of the firm of Stewart and Kincaid, most extensive and highly 
respectable land agents, and who act for gentlemen having properties in the 
immediate vicinity of Ballykilcline, and Mr. Kincaid said he knew one person 
whom he would particularly recommend to be selected, provided he could be 
induced to undertake the management of a property so badly circumstauced, and 
that he would write to him if I wished, which I begged of him to do ; and this 
morning I received the enclosed letter from Mr. Kincaid, with that from Mr. Knox, 
and which are submitted for your consideration ; and although I do not know any 
thing personally of Mr. Knox, yet having heard a very good account of him from 
Mr. Kincaid, and from other parties, I have no doubt that a more eligible person 
could not be procured to act for the Crown. 

In respect to his recommendation as to the proper course of proceeding to be 
adopted, with a view of bringing the rents of this estate into a regular course of 
receipt from the tenants, namely, having, in the first instance, the lands fairly 
valued, forgiving all arrears due, and granting leases commencing from the 
1st November last, and that upon these terms he would undertake the agency, as, 
after mature consideration, he considers it the only method of bringing the 
tenants into regularity, I am greatly disposed to coincide generally with such 
recommendation, as I always place great value upon the advice of a person 
practically acquainted with the management of estates and dealing with tenants 
in this country, but more especially in a case of this kind, where the property is 
situated in such a remote wild part of the county, and at present in rather a dis- 
turbed state ; and the suggestion as to the valuation will he found to accord 
with the view taken of this matter as expressed in my Report of the 2d ultimo. 

If, therefore, your Board are pleased to accept of Mr. Knox’s services, a com- 
munication should he made direct to him, and as speedily as practicable, and he 
could be then furnished with the necessary information as to the course of pro- 
ceedings and dealings heretofore had with the tenantry on this property, and also 
with the townland valuation sent me by Mr. Griffith, upon which he could visit 
the lands, and then lay before you the result in detail, with his opinion as to the 
most advisable course to be now taken for effecting some satisfactory arrangement 
of this most unpleasant and intricate affair. 

In making this communication to Mr. Knox, I conceive that it would be 
advisable to intimate to him, in reference to his suggestion as to the total remittal 
of arrears, that however disposed your Board may feel towards remitting the 
arrears due by any of the occupiers of this estate who may be found unable to 
pay them, that it might not be considered expedient, for example sake, to forgive 
in every case the amount due, particularly in those instances in which some parties 
have for several years past refused to pay any rent, although reputed to be pos- 
sessed of sufficient means to enable them to do so ; but that you will be prepared 
to remit arrears altogether in any cases in which the same shall be recommended 
by Mr. Knox, after his inspection of the property. 

In respect to granting leases, I also consider that it would not be advisable to 
give any general promise to that effect, but that in any case in which Mr. Knox 
shall be satisfied that a party, by punctual payment of his rent or improved cul- 
tivation of his ground, is deserving of encouragement, that a lease will be 
granted. 

I think it necessary to observe, with reference to my Report of the 30tli ultimo, 
enclosing a statement from Messrs. R. Hamilton & Co., as to dispossessing the 
three parties who have retaken possession, that it might be advisable to defer 
taking such step until it is ascertained whether Mr. Knox will undertake the 

agency ; 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




AT BALLYKILCLINE, COUNTY OF ROSCOMMON. 39 

agency; as, if those persons are not tilling their ground, but merely occupying 
then- houses, it would perhaps be better to let them remain there until the opinion 
ot Mr. Knox has been taken as to the advisability of putting them out, and 
Tam confirmed in this view of the matter by the solicitor with whom I have 
conferred. 

******** 

I am, &c. 

The Commissioners of j Burke 

Her Majesty’s Woods, &c. Clerk of tile QuitRents. 



(Copy.) — No. 30. — 

Commissioners of Woods to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

Sir, Office of Woods, See., 13th April 1844. 

i he Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods, &c., have had under their con- 
sideration your letter of 2 d instant, enclosing and reporting on correspondence 
with Mr. Kincaid and Mr. Knox, in relation to the proposed arrangements for 
placing the management of the lands of Ballykilcline in charge with the latter, 
particularly in reference to the terms stated in Mr. Knox’s letter as those on which 
he would be willing to undertake this service. 

And I have, on the Board’s behalf, to state that they are satisfied as to its 
being expedient that Mr. Knox should he selected to act on behalf of the Crown. 
At the same time, the Board entirely concur with you in the opinions you have 
expressed as to the principle on which alone he considers he could undertake the 
arrangement of this property, namely, the total remission of outstanding arrears, 
and the granting of leases to commence 1 st November last. 

I have, therefore, to desire that a communication may be forthwith made to 
Mr. Knox, that the Board are prepared to accept of his services in this matter, 
with a view to their being put in possession fully, after his visiting the property 
and communicating with the tenantry, of his opinion as to the course he may then 
consider most advisable to be adopted ; and you will, in making this communica- 
tion to Mr. Knox, furnish him with such particulars and information as to the 
past dealings with this property as you may deem requisite, and with the town- 
land valuation supplied by Mr. Griffith, intimating, at the same time, that the 
Board are not prepared, until they shall be in possession of his Report of inspec- 
tion of the estate, to authorize any general promise being held out to the tenantry 
on the part of the Board of a total remission of arrears due, or of a general 
granting of leases, as these subjects will more properly come under the Board’s 
consideration founded on such suggestions as Mr. Knox may submit. 

The Board approve of no steps being at present taken in relation to the parties 
recently dispossessed who have again entered on their holdino-s. 

The valuation sent to you by Mr. Griffith’s direction, with the relative traces of 
the property which accompanied your Report of 2d ultimo, are herewith returned, 
together with the letters of Mr. Kincaid and Mr. Knox, which were transmitted 
with your Report of 2d instant. 

I am, &c. 

John Burke, Esq. Charles Gore. 



(Copy.) — No. 31.— 

Clerk of the Quit Rents to George Knox, Esq. 

Custom-house, Dublin, Quit Rent Office, 
Sir, 16th April 1844. 

Having, by permission of Mr. Kincaid, transmitted to the Commissioners of 
Her Majesty’s Woods, &c., your letter of the 2d instant, addressed to him with 
reference to his communication' dated the 29th ultimo, respecting your under- 
taking the management of the Crown estate of Ballykilcline, county Roscommon, 
and in which you set forth the course of proceeding most advisable to be taken 
with a view of bringing the rents of this property into a train of regular receipt, 
457- e 4 • an d 
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and as being the only method in your judgment by which such object can be 
effected, 

I beg to state, for your information, that I have received a letter from the 
Commissioners, dated the 13th instant, apprising me of their having had under 
their consideration your communication upon the subject of the proposed manage- 
ment of this property, and stating that- they are desirous of availing themselves of 
your services in this matter, with a view to their being put fully in possession, 
after your visiting the property and communicating with the tenantry, of your 
opinion as to the course you may think most advisable to be adopted, and have 
directed me to furnish you with such particulars as may be requisite for your 
information in respect to the dealings had with the tenants since 1st May 1834, 
at which period the last lease determined and the lands came into the hands of 
the Crown. 

In making the communication, I am, however, desired to Ultimate to vou, with 
reference to the three points specified in your letter, namely, ns to having these 
lands fairly valued, forgiving all arrears due, and giving leases to the tenants 
commencing from the 1st November last, that the Board do not consider it would 
be expedient, under all the circumstances of this case, that any general promise 
as to abatement of rent, remittal of arrears or grants of leases should be made on 
their part, but that they v ill be prepared, so soon as they shall be put into posses- 
sion of your report of the result of your inspection of the estate, to adopt your 
suggestions as to the propriety of reducing rents, forgiving arrears, and granting 
leases in each case where the same shall be recommended by you, as these 
matters will then be brought under their consideration in such a form as will 
enable them at once to decide upon the propriety of acquiescing in your recom- 
mendations. 

As to the valuation of the lands, the Commissioners are desirous that they 
should be held by the tenants at fair rents, and, with a view of enabling you to 
state your opinion on this point, have directed me to furnish you with a rental 
specifying the amount of rent payable for each holding, anil amounting altoo-etber 
to 41^/. Os. 2d. per annung together with a copy of the townland valuation 
obtained from Richard Griffith, Esquire, Commissioner of Valuation under the 
Act il & 7 Will. 4, c. 84, which will be of service in facilitating your inquiries 
on this head, and enabling you to point out those cases in w hich you conceive 
the rents are too high, in order to your stating tile amount to which they should 
be reduced; and in this, as well as in every other point connected with the 
management of this property, the Commissioners will be ready to take into their 
careful consideration any suggestion or recommendation of yours, by the adoption 
of winch you may consider that any beneficial result may arise;' and they will 
also be prepared to cause any legal proceedings which may be necessary lor the 
assertion ot the Crown's rights to be taken against any of the occupiers of this 
estate for the purpose of having them dispossessed, should such a measure be 
recommended by you ; and further proceedings which were about to be taken 
against the three parttes specified in the memorandum subjoined to this statement 
as having repossessed themselves of their former holdings, from which they had 
been evicted by the Sheriff, will be suspended, until the result of your inspection 
shall be laid before the Commissioners. * 

And having now stated the substance of the Board's communication to this 
Office in respect to the matter connected with the general management of this 
property, ,t only remains for me to observe, that 1 shall be ready at all times to 
afford you any information in my power upon any point upon which you may 
require ,t; and I subjoin a short abstract of such particulars as have occurred in 
regard to the dealings with tins property since 1834, as I conceive requisite for 
your information, it being quite unnecessary, from jour local knowledge of the 
lands and tenants, to enter at any length upon this subject. 

f-i v « (signed) J. Burke , 

Clo n fe!e!1tiown. Cle * *«*• 



Enclosure 
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Enel, in No. 31. 



Memorandum in respect to the dealings had with the Crown Lands of Ballykilcline, in 

Kilglass Parish, Ballintobber Barony, County Roscommon, since the 1st May 1834. 

On the 1 st May 1834, the last Crown lease made of these lands determined, and Lord 
Hartland, the. representative of the lessee, surrendered possession of said lands to the Com- 
missioners of Her Majesty’s Woods, &c., on behalf of the Crown. 

The rents were subsequently required to be paid to Messrs. BrassingtOn & Gale, of Dublin, 
land surveyors. These rents were the same in each case as had been previously paid to 
Lord Hartland, and amounted to the yearly sum of 412 /. Os. 2 d. 

Out of these rents Messrs. Brassington & Co. received 376/. 13s. 5 d. for the year ended 
1 st May 1835 ; 287 /. Os. 5 d. for the succeeding year, and 100/. 4s. 7 \d. for the following 
year ended at May 1837 ; but from that period up to January 1842, when the receipt of the 
rents of this estate was withdrawn from Messrs. Brassington k. Gale, no payments were 
made to them in respect of said rents, with exception of the rent, 10 /. 10 s. per annum, 
chargeable on the Reverend Thomas Lloyd, for the parcel of the estate held by him, so that 
at November 1841, the entire arrear due amounted to 2,284/. 2s. 9 \d. 

In February 1842, the clerk of the quit rents, in pursuance of an order of the Com- 
missioners of Woods, & c., visited the estate, and on his return recommended that eight 
parties who occupied six holdings, and who had not paid any rent whatever to the Crown 
since 1834, should be proceeded against as intruders, and evicted from their holdings, and 
that abatements should be made from the arrears due by the remainder of the tenants in 
proportion to the amount of rent which had been paid by them respectively, and that the 
rents payable by them and the portion of the arrears that was not abated should be put in 
charge with the collector of excise at Athlone for collection ; and the law officers of the 
Crown having approved of this recommendation, the Commissioners issued instructions 
accordingly ; but, with exception of Patrick Maguire, who paid 1 /. 15s., being half a year’s 
rent to the 1st November 1841, for the parcel held by him and the Reverend Mr. Lloyd, 
who pays regularly, none of the other parties have, up to the present time, made any 
payment on account of the rents chargeable on them. 

The following are the parties against whorp legal proceedings were taken ; viz., Patrick 
Croghan, Thomas Magan, John Quinn, Patrick M'Cormick and J. Wynne, Dennis Connor, 
and Patrick and Bartholomew Narry. 

In January last four of these parties, namely, Patrick Croghan, Bartholomew Narry and 
Patrick Narry, and Dennis Connor, were evicted from their holdings, and.possession thereof 
given by the Sheriff to Michael Ryan, quit rent driver in Athlone collection, on behalf of 
the Crown ; but in the past month three of these parties re-took possession of the dwelling- 
houses previously in their occupation. 

The following documents having reference to this property are transmitted for information 
of Mr. Knox. 

A trace from a map made of the estate in 1836, by Messrs. Brassington & Gale, in 
which the several parcels are numbered, their contents stated, and the names of the parties 
then iu possession thereof, together with a book of reference showing the name of each 
occupier, the number attached to it, and the contents of each parcel in his possession, the 
gross contents of his holding in statute and plantation measure, and the yearly rent 
payable thereout. 

A rental of the estate, in which are specified the names of the present or late occupiers, 
the contents in possession of, and the rent payable by, each. 

A list of arrears due in each case on the 1 st Novemberlast, and now outstanding. 

Copy of a trace and valuation of the lands obtained from Mr. Griffith. 

And a trace thereof from the map of the Ordnance survey, 



(Copy.) — No. 32. — 

George Knox, Esq. to the Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

Sir, Clonfree, StrokestowD, 25th April 1844. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 16th instant, forwarding 
me the rentals and necessary instructions relative to the Crown lands in this 
neighbourhood, and I beg leave to acquaint you, 

That I have no objection to undertake the management of same, and to be guided 
by the directions contained in your letter, but find that it will be quite useless for 
me to endeavour to make any arrangements with the tenants until the collector’s 
bailiff goes on the lands again, and re-takes possession, and levels the houses of the 
refractory tenants. 

Some of the tenants have been at my office, and told me plainly, that if the 
collector had power to take possession, he would not have let them return and till, 
the lands (which they are now doing). 

457- 7 F The 
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The unfortunate people are misled by an interested attorney, who is misleading 
them and getting their money ; and I see no other method of bringing them to 
rights but by making a determined example of those against whom proceedings 
have been already instituted. 

I am ready to give every assistance on behalf of the Crown, and would suggest 
that my interference might be notified to the tenants by some printed document 
(as they altogether deny my having any power), as also that there should be a 
police station established at the land until the tenants are become accustomed to 
pay rent. 

My reason for considering the police necessary is, that when possession is taken 
again there must, be keepers placed on the premises to prevent a re-entry ; and 
that part of the country is in such a lawless state, that none of the bailiffs here 
could be prevailed on to remain there, without protection. 

I have to apologize to you for not sooner answering your communication, but 
have been in the county Galway receiving rents since the 13th instant. 



To John Burke, Esq. 
Clerk of the Quit Rents. 



I am, &c. 

George Knox. 



(Copy.) 



-No. 33.— 



Clerk of the Quit Rents to George Knox, Esq. 



^ ir » . Quit Rent Office, 2d May 1844. 

Adverting to the letter from this office, dated the 27th, acknowled«incr the 
receipt of your communication of the 25th ultimo, respecting the Crown lands of 
Ballykilcline, and apprizing you that no time should be lost in acquainting you 
with the nature of the steps that might be advised to be taken in this matter, and 
with reference to that part of your communication wherein you observe that vou 
wd not be able to make any arrangement with the tenants until the collector’s 
baihfl goes on the lands again, and re-takes possession and levels the houses of the 
refractory tenants ; 

I have to state that, as the collection of the rents of this property has been 
withdrawn from the collector of excise at Athlone, and transferred to you the 
collector’s bailiff or quit rent driver (Mr. Michael Ryan) cannot now act in that 
capacity, but he shall be sent to you for the purpose of taking the steps herein- 
after mentioned for having the parties who have re-taken possession a<min removed 
from the premises, and the tenements levelled, should you conceive the throwing 
down of the houses to be advisable, as this course would have been taken on the 
occasion of their being dispossessed by the Sheriff, only that the solicitors and 
inysell were of opinion that if the care-takers who were to have been put in charge 
of the premises had not -houses to reside in, they would not have been let in by the 
other occupiers, and it would have, therefore, been rendered impossible for them 
to remain on the lands. r 

It would appear advisable, in the first instance, that tile occupiers should be 
apprized of the collection of the rents of this property being transferred to you, 
and with this view there are transmitted herewith 100 printed notices prepared 
accordingly, and instructions have been issued to the collector of excise at Athlone 
to direct Michael Ryan to proceed immediately to your residence, that you may 
cause these notices to be served by him upon each of the occupiers, except in the 
cases hereafter adverted to, or you can employ any other person you may think 
most suitable for this duty; and the service of such notices will remove any 
grounds that might otherwise be urged by the tenants as to your not having any 
power to interfere ,n the management of the property ; and a list of the parties to 
!"hmdrf Ved f°“ d te fum ,' shed t0 the P er s°n employed to serve the notices, and he 
service ^ a m ™ orand,lm °PP os,te their names of the dale, place and manner of 

wh^S^ a w" CeiV 5 . a ^ lyatte ?f d C °py 0f t,le writ ° f injunction under 
b'T \, Na 7 V B R arth0l0I ” ewN ^“ d Patrick Ooughan were dispos- 
Sss^thaf ^ Mifhlfl Sf C °T- n0n , th e -19th of January last; audit will be 
.necessary that Michael .Ryan, being .the person to whom possession of the pre- 
mises was then given on behalf of the Crown, should go before, the magistrates 
and depose as to the fact of his having been put in possession under the injunction, ’ 

the 
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the copy of which should be produced to the magistrates, and of his having, with 
a view of securing the possession, locked the doors of the houses, as the care- 
takers brought by the Sheriff and himself refused to stay on the lands, and that 
the locks were removed, or the doors broken open, without his knowledge or 
sanction, and the premises re-occupied. 

It is most probable that the magistrates will make an order for the re-delivery 
of possession to Ryan, or whoever may be deputed by you ; and the Sheriff will 
then have to give possession, when the houses may be levelled or not, as you 
may deem expedient, with a view to the providing a place of residence for care- 
takers or keepers, who must be put into the premises to prevent a re-entry. 

Should the magistrates refuse to entertain the application, on the grounds of 
there not having been a forcible re-entry or other cause, an event which is not 
deemed probable, on a representation to this effect being made by you, such other 
steps as may be advised by the law officers of the Crown to be taken in the matter 
will be immediately adopted. 

The only other point that seems necessary now to be particularly adverted to 
is as to the providing protection for the keepers after the withdrawal by the Sheriff 
of the force employed by him in securing the delivery of the possession, and for 
which purpose you think it advisable that a police station should be established 
on the land ; and, in reference to this suggestion, there is no doubt but it would 
be the most effectual way of maintaining the possession ; but there is a strong 
disinclination on the part of the authorities to sanction any measure out of the 
ordinary course of proceeding, unless some overt act of violence has been com- 
mitted, or resistance offered, sufficient to show that the law cannot be carried into 
effect without recourse being had to military or police force. 

It is apprehended that no such case of violence has occurred in respect to the 
re-taking possession in this instance as would warrant the making the application 
or be likely to procure the establishment of a police station on the lands of Bally- 
kilcline ; but if such a case should arise, and any violent resistance be offered to 
the persons acting for the Crown, application would be instantly made to the 
proper quarter for such military or police force as would be necessary for their 
protection. 

As there is a police station in the vicinity of Ballykilcline, it is probable that 
the magistrates would intimate the necessity of their occasionally visiting the 
lands for protection of the keepers, after possession being restored ; but upon 
this point you will be better enabled to offer an opinion upon seeing Ryan after 
the notices have been served, as whatever measures shall be necessary and can 
be adopted will certainly be taken for the removal from the lands of any of the 
occupiers whose conduct shall be represented by you as refractory, and for the 
assertion of the Crown’s rights in every possible way sanctioned by the law. 

Pending any proceedings that may have to be taken against the occupiers for 
their eviction, which in the case of the Crown must be by information of intrusion, 
a rather tedious process, should you find any of the present parties willing to 
become tenants to the Crown at fair rents, and recommend to the Commissioners 
that leases may be hereafter granted them, the adoption of such a course might 
have the effect of inducing the greater part to avail themselves of the opportunity 
of securing their possession, and guarding themselves from the expense and other 
ill consequences that must arise by their ill-advised and fruitless opposition to the 
Crown’s rights, which will now be summarily asserted, and of which determina- 
tion it might be advisable that the several persons now occupying the lands be 
apprized. 

The instructions as to the steps necessary to be taken in reference to the parties 
who were dispossessed have been given on the assumption that possession will 
now be refused by the two Narrys and Croughan ; Ryan should, however, be 
informed that none of the notices are under any circumstances to be served' upon 
these persons, as their possession cannot be recognized ; but he should forthwith 
demand possession from each of them, and if refused, then the application is to be 
made by him to the magistrates in the manner hereinbefore alluded to ; but the 
notices may be served on the other occupiers as soon as practicable. 

You will observe that in the writ of injunction the name of Patrick M'Cormick 
is inserted ; but as he is dead, and other parties now in possession of the premises 
formerly occupied by him, no step is to be taken either by service of notice on 
the parties so in possession (who would appear to be persons of the same name) or 
in the application to be made by Ryan before the magistrates, as a separate course 
• -457. F2 Of 



Printed ifriage digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




44 CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING THE CROWN ESTATE 



of proceeding will have to be taken against them, and John Wynne, who held in 
joint tenancy with the late Patrick M'Cormick. 

Ryan should also be informed that no notice is to be served or step taken in 
regard to Denis Connor, against whom the Crown has obtained judgment, and who 
can be hereafter dispossessed, should you think such a measure advisable. 

_ _ r (signed) J. Burke , 

Geo. Knox, Esq. Clerk of the Quit Rents. 



End. in No. 33. 



Enclosure in No. 33. 



On behalf of the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods, Forests, Land Revenues, 
Works and Buildings, I have to apprize you that the collection- of the rents of the Crown 
'5 nds °/™l ykdchne ’ in the count y of Koscommon, has been transferred to George Knox 
Esq., of Clonfree, near Strokestown, and to direct that from and after the receipt thereof you 
do pay to him the rents and arrears of rent now due and hereafter to become due and payable 
to the Crown by you, m respect of that portion of the said Crown lands in your occupation 
and tenure, whose receipt alone will be to you a legal discharge. 

Dated this 2d day of May 1844. 



To the several Tenants of the Crown Lands 
of Ballykilcline, in the County of Roscommon. 



(signed) J. Burke, 

Clerk of the Quit Rents, 



No. 34. 



* No. 3, and 
End. A. 



(Copy.) — No. 34. — 

Clerk of the Quit Rents to the Commissioners of Woods. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, Quit Rent Office, 14th Mav 1844. 

With reference to the Report from this office, dated 19th ultimo, I herewith 
transmit, for information of your Board, the under-mentioned documents; viz. 

Copy Letter from George Knox, Esq., local agent at Ballykilcline, county Ros- 
common, dated the 10th instant, and copy informations enclosed therein. 

Copy Letter from Clerk of the Quit Rents to Edward Lucas, Esq., Dublin Castle, 
dated 13th instant. 1 * 

. From these documents it will be found that the parties employed by Mr. Knox 
m serving notices on the occupying tenants at Ballykilcline, apprizing them of his 
being appointed to collect the rents payable by them to the Crown, were assaulted 
and would have been killed, but that they met a few policemen on duty, and 
that, agreeably to the recommendation of Mr. Knox and with the advice of the 
solicitors, I have applied to Mr. Lucas requesting to know whether the Irish 
Government would authorize the placing of a police force on the lands, so as to 
enable the persons acting for the Crown to carry into effect the measures that may 
be found requisite for the protection of its interests. 

It will be seen that in the letter to Mr. Lucas a marginal reference is made to a 
communication addressed by him to this office on the 29th March 1842 • and 
which communication was transmitted to your Board, with Report from this de- 
partment, dated the * 30th April 1842. * 

I am, &c. 

The Commissioners of j Burke 

Her Majesty's Woods, &c. Clerk of the Quk Rents. 



Enel. A. in No. 34. Enclosure A. in No. 34. 

George Knox, Esq. to Clehk of the Quit Rents. 

r ,e 

you, for the mfoimation of the Commissioners of Woods and Forests an nffiHmrif ™ 0 ,i 0 

r ,!?• 1 ant,01 P a *?. d ’ were attacked hy the tenants, and not having t£ pro- 
tection of the police, were obliged to retreat, after only effecting the service of si-tor seven of 
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sioners get a police barrack on the premises) to get any papers served on the tenants ; and 
it it does not meet their approbation to do so, I fear that I must decline acting any further 
as no consideration will induce any bailiffs even to go to the premises again (without pro-’ 



The parish of Kilglass has always been the most lawless part of this county: in fact, it 
appears to me that the Commissioners may either have a police station placed in Ballykil- 
clme, or give possession of the Crown lands to the lawless mob who now inhabit it 
I find that in order to bring the trespassers before the magistrates at petty sessions I must 
summons them, and I cannot get any persons to do so without protection, and even if I 
get an order from the magistrates for repossession on the affidavit of Michael Ryan I will 
find rt impossible to procure keepers to remain on the premises unless there are police near 



One of the houses held by the Narrys would, with some repairs, make a police barrack • 
and surely such a valuable property ought not to be lost to the Crown for the trifling circum- 
stance of establishing a police barrack until the tenants are brought to rights. 

My men can identify eight of the rioters, and, if duly supported by the Crown, will pro- 
secute them. J v 

I have been talking to some of the tenants, and a more determined set of villains I never 
met, and nothing but determined measures will answer them. 



John Burke, Esq. 



(signed) Geo. Knox. 



(Copy.) 



Enclosure B. in No. 34. 



County of Roscommon,"!. Whereas James Fallon, of Strokestown, and John Cox, of Kilo-lass 
to wit. J both in said county, came before .me, Thomas Conry, Esq., one of 
Her Majesty’s justices of the peace for said county, and, being duly sworn on the Holy 
Evangelist, depose and say, That they were employed by George Knox, Esq., of Clonfree^ 
in said county, to serve notices for the payment of rent on certain tenants who held land 
under the Crown in Ballykil cline, in the parish of Kilglass and barony of Ballintubber in 
said county, and that on Thursday the 9th instant they proceeded to said lands in order to 
effect the service of said notices, when and where they were prevented from so doing by a 
large multitude of persons riotously assembling, armed with sticks, stones and shovels, who 
having made use of threatening language to deponents, ran after them and made them fly to 
the protection of the police, thereby preventing them serving the said notices; and deponents 
further say, that were it not for the protection afforded to them by the police, who happened 
to be near them at the time, to the best of their belief they would have lost their lives • and 
deponents further saith not. 

Taken and acknowledged before me at Strokestown, in the county of Roscommon this 
10 th day of May 1844. 



Thomas Conry, j. p. 

James Fallon. 

John Cox. 



Enel. B. in No. 34 



Enclosure C. in No. 34. Eacl. C.in No. 34 . 

Clerk of the Quit Rents to the Under-Secretary for Ireland. 

Sir, Quit Rent Office, 13th May 1844. 

I beg leave to enclose a copy of a letter dated the 10 th instant, and addressed to this 
Office, by George Knox, Esq., who resides at Clonfree, near Strokestown, county Ros- 
common, and who has been lately appointed by the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Woods, &c., to act as agent for the Crown lands of Ballykilcline, situate in the parish of 
Kilglass, barony of Ballintobber, and county aforesaid, and containing 610 a. 2r. 6p. statute 
measure, together with a copy of an information sworn before Thomas Corny, Esq., j.p., 
on the 10 th instant, by James Fallon, of Strokestown, and John Cox, of Kilglass, bailiffs, 
employed by Mr. Knox to serve the notices on the tenants of this estate, as hereinafter 
specified, and who were violently obstructed in the performance of this service “ by a large 
multitude of persons riotously assembling armed with sticks, stones and shovels, who, having 
made use of threatening language to deponents, ran after them, and made them fly to the 
protection of the police, thereby preventing them serving said notices, and that were it not 
for the protection afforded them by the police, who happened to be near them at the time, 
to the best of their belief they would have lost their lives;” and Mr. Knox having stated 
that were it not by chance the bailiffs met a few policemen on duty “ they would certainly 
have been killed, as it was with the greatest difficulty and fixed bayonets that the police 
could keep the mob from them;” and as Mr. Knox has further stated that, having under- 
taken the management of this property, he is most anxious and willing at any personal risk 
to assert the rights of the Crown in tfiis instance, but finds it impossible (unless the Com- 
missioners get a police barrack on the premises) to get any papers served on the tenants, 
and that if it does not meet their approbation to do so, he fears he must decline acting any 
further, as no consideration will induce any bailiffs even to go to the premises again without 
protection, and in fact it appears to him that “ the Commissioners may either nave a police 
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station established in Ballykilcline, or give possession of the Crown lands to the lawless mob 
who now inhabit it.” .tit . 

In reference to these statements, and previous to urging the absolute necessity that exists 
for affording Mr. Knox the protection necessary to enable him, as the agent of the Crown, 
to execute the duties connected with the management of this property, I beg leave to subjoin, 
for your information, a few particulars in respect to the dealings had with these Crown lands 
since 1834 on the 1 st day of May, in which year the last Crown lease thereof determined, 
and possession was surrendered by the late Lord Hartland (the representative of the lessee) 
to the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods. .... 

Subsequently to that period the rents, which were the same as those previously paid to 
Lord Hartland, were required by the Commissioners to be paid to Messrs. Brassington & Gale, 
of Dublin, land surveyors, who received rents from some of the tenants for the years ended 
1st May 1835 , 1836 and 1837, but from that time up to January 1842, when the receipt of 
the rents was withdrawn from Messrs. Brassington & Gale, no payments were made except 
by two parties. . , 

In February 1842, 1 received an order from the Commissioners to visit the estate, and 
on my return made a report, recommending that eight parties who occupied six holdings, 
and who had not paid any rent whatever to the Crown since 1834, should be proceeded 
against as intruders, and evicted from their holdings, and that abatements should be made 
from the arrears due by the remainder of the tenants, in proportion to the amount of rent 
which had been paid by them respectively, and that the rents payable by them, and the 
portion of arrears that was not abated, should be put in charge with the collector of excise 
at Athlone for collection, and the then law officers of the Crown having approved of this 
recommendation, the Commissioners issued instructions accordingly, but, with the exception 
of two parties, none of the other occupying persons (above 70) have made any payment up 
to the present time. 

Under the proceedings by information of intrusion, three of the occupiers were evicted 
from their holdings in January last, and possession thereof given by the Sheriff of the 
county Roscommon to Michael Ryan, on behalf of the Crown ; but in consequence of the 
persons who were there brought as care-takers of the premises peremptorily refusing to 
remain after the police and military had been withdrawn by the Sheriff, although the vacant 
houses were left standing for their occupation, the quit rent driver was obliged, as the only 
alternative left, to lock the doors ; these locks or fastenings were, however, removed, and 
the three parties repossessed themselves of their former holdings. 

In consequence of the distance at which the collector of excise resided, the lands of 
Ballykilcline being about 30 miles from Athlone, the seat of his collection, and also from 
his being so much taken up with his official duties as collector of excise, the Commissioners 
deemed it necessary to appoint a local agent for the purpose of carrying into effect the 
several measures which might be found necessary for the protection of the interests of the 
Crown, and nominated Mr. Knox, who was specially recommended to them as being 
a person conversant with the business of land-agent, and who resides in the vicinity of this 
property; and proceedings which were about being taken against tire three parties who had 
repossessed themselves of their holdings were suspended until Mr. Knox had furnished the 
Commissioners with a report, stating the result of his inspection of the property, and his 
views as to the measures most advisable to be taken for the interests of the Crown. 

On the 25th ultimo, Mr. Knox stated it would be quite useless for him to endeavour to 
make any arrangements, with the tenants, until the collector’s bailiff (Michael Ryan) went 
on the lands again, and re-took possession, and levelled the houses of the three refractory 
persons; that some of the occupiers had been at his (Mr. Knox’s) office, and told him 
plainly, that if the collector had power to take possession, he would not have let them return 
and till the lands, which they were doing ; that the people were misled, and that he saw no 
way of bringing them to rights, but by making a determined example of those against 
whom proceedings have been already instituted ; and suggested that his appointment might 
be notified to the tenants by some printed document (as they altogether denied his having 
any power), and that also there should be a police station established at the lands until the 
tenants had been brought to pay rent, and that his reason for considering the police neces- 
sary was, that when possession should be again taken, keepers must be placed on the pre- 
mises to prevent a re-entry, and that part of the country was in such a lawless state that 
none of the bailiffs in that neighbourhood could be prevailed on to remain there without 
protection. 

On the 2d instant the necessary instructions prepared by Messrs. Robert Hamilton & Co., 
solicitors to the Board of Woods, were sent to Mr. Knox, as to the legal steps to be taken 
by Ryan, with a view to the dispossession of the three parties in question, and also printed 
potices apprizing the occupying tenants of the appointment of Mr. Knox as agent were 
forwarded to him to be served' on them, and the result of this latter measure will appear 
from Mr. Knox’s letter and the sworn informations of his bailiffs. 

And as under the circumstances of the case it is perfectly useless for the officers of the 
Crown to take any further steps for the assertion of its rights, without the persons employed 
by them being protected by a force sufficient to enable them to discharge the several duties 
-required, and as it is obvious that if the necessary aid be not granted, the Commissioners 
will have no alternative but to surrender to the lawless persons now occupying the same 
this valuable estate of the Crown, I have, on behalf of the Commissioners, to request you 
will inform me whether the Government will authorize a sufficient police force to be located 
thereoq, who could occupy one or more, as might be required, qf the houses out of which 

the 
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the three parties whom it is purposed to have again evicted shall be dispossessed, should the 
officers of the Crown be enabled, by proper aid being afforded, to carry out the proceedings 
requisite for this purpose. r ° 

I think it right to observe that, on Mr. Knox’s first application for the establishment of 
a police station on the lands, it was stated, in a communication from this office that there 
was a strong disinclination on the part of the authorities to sanction any measure out of the 
ordinary course of proceeding unless some overt act of violence had been committed, or 
resistance ottered sufficient to show that the law could not be carried into effect without 
recourse being had to military or police force, but that if any such case should arise, and 
resistance be offered to the persons acting for the Crown, application would be instantly 
made to the proper quarter for such military or police force as would be necessary for their 
protection ; and such case having arisen, the interference of Government is now solicited 
with a view to the assertion of the Crown’s rights, as well as the rights of the proprietors of 
land m that locality, who complain, and with reason, that persons have been permitted for 
a length of time to occupy lands belonging to the Crown without payment of any rent and 
m open defiance of the law. J 

I am, &c. 

tj, , T „ (signed) J. Burke, 

Edward Lucas, Esq. Clerk of the Quit Rents. 



(Copy.) — No. 35.— 

Cleric of the Quit Rents to Commissioners of Woods. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, Quit Rent Office, 18th May 1844 

With reference to the letter from this Office, dated the 14th instant, I here- 
with transmit, for information of your Board, the under-mentioned documents, 
viz. copy of a communication from Edward Lucas, Esq., Dublin Castle, dated 
16th, in reply to my letter of the 13th instant; copy letter from Clerk of the 
Quit Rents to George Knox, Esq., dated 18th instant. 

And I beg to state that I am in communication with the Inspector-General of 
the Constabulary in respect to the police force required by Mr. Knox. 

I am, &c. 

The Commissioners of J. Burke, 

Her Majesty’s Woods, &c. Clerk of the Quit Rents. 



Enclosure A. in No. 35. 

Under-Secretary for Ireland to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 10th May 1844. 

In reply to your letter of the 13 th, I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acquaint you, 
that the requisite instructions have been conveyed to the Inspector-General of the Consta- 
bulary in pursuance of your communication ; and I have to suggest, that if the offenders you 
describe can be identified, the public tranquillity would probably be promoted by their being 
brought to justice. 

I am, &c. 

John Burke, Esq. , (signed) E. Lucas , 

Clerk of the Quit Rents. 



Enclosure B. in No. 35. 

Clerk of the Quit Rents to George Knox, Esq. 

Sir, Quit Rent Office, 18th May 1844. 

With reference to the letter from this office, dated the 11 th, acknowledging the receipt of 
■ your letter of the 10th instant, with the informations that accompanied same, and acquainting 
you that these documents should be brought under consideration of the proper authorities 
with the least practicable delay, and the result notified to you, I have now to state that they 
have been so submitted, and that measures are in progress of being adopted which will hav.e 
the effect of affording permanent protection to the persons employed on the part of the 
Crown in the discharge of their duties as connected with the management of the Ballykilcline 
estate, and the particulars of which arrangement shall be notified to you so soon as an official 
communication on this head shall be received at this office. 

In the meantime, however, it is desirable that the printed notices as to your appointment 
should be served on the tenants, and also that informations should be sworn by your bailiffs 
against eight of the rioters, it being stated in your letter of the 10th instant that they can be 
identified by your men ; and in both cases it would appear to be absolutely necessary that 
the bailiffs or persons serving the notices and sumthonses should be protected by the police; 
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and in order to the magistrates directing them to afford assistance, the informations trans- 
mitted with your letter are herewith returned, that they may be produced by your men to 
the magistrates as the ground-work of their application for the aid of the police. 

It will be advisable, also, that you avail yourself of this, opportunity of having the sum- 
monses served upon Bartholomew and Patrick Narry and Patrick Croughan, which will be 
issued on the information of Michael Ryan, requiring them to answer his complaint for 
taking forcible possession. 

By the time that an order will be obtained from the magistrates for re-instating Ryan in 
possession, I have no doubt but that the aid of a sufficient force will be procured to enable 
the care-taker of the Crown to retain possession, and also to have all other necessary 
measures carried into effect with security to the persons who shall be employed by the Crown 
in execution of the same. 

And you will be pleased to state to me, from time to time, for information of the Commis- 
sioners, the steps taking in these matters. 

I am, &c. 

George Knox, Esq. (signed) J. Burke, 

Clonfree, Strokestown. Clerk of the Quit Rents. 



No. 36. (Copy.) — No. 36. — 

George Knox, Esq. to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

Sir, Clonfree, Strokestown, 18th May 1844. 

With reference to the CrQwn lands of Ballykilcline, I have to acquaint you, 
that I have received a letter from the County Inspector of Police (Mr. Burke), 
stating that he was prepared to give me every assistance of the police, serving 
notices, and taking possession of the lands, if I appointed a day for doing so ; 
however, I am not in a position as yet for accepting of his services, as the Sheriff 
says he has received no new injunction to authorize him to go with me, and even 
“ were he to do so,” it would be exactly a repetition of the last scene of taking 
possession, and permitting a re-entry of the tenants afterwards ; therefore, unless - 
1 can throw down the houses of the refractory tenants, and place keepers on the 
premises, and make an example among them, I will not interfere at all any further 
in the transaction. 

To enable me to do this, the authorities have only to remove a police barrack 
about the distance of half a mile from where it is now situated into the village 
of Ballykilcline ; unless this be done at once, all further attempts to recover 
rents from these lands will be useless; and it was with the greatest difficulty 
that the few policemen who were passing by chance at the time could save 
the lives of my two bailiffs when serving the notices. I am most willing to 
make every exertion to recover the Crown property, but unless supported in the 
manner I have stated, I must respectfully decline any further interference in the 
transaction. 

I am, &c. 

J. Burke, Esq. (signed) Geo. Kno. v. 

Clerk of the Quit Rents. 



No. 37. (Copy.) — No. 37. — 

Clerk of the Quit Rents to George Knox, Esq. 

Sir, Quit Rent Office, 20th May 1844. 

I beg to state, with reference to your letter of the 18th instant, that appli- 
cation has been made for a police force to be located on the lands of Ballykilcline, 
so as to occupy the premises out of which the Narrys and Croughan are to be 
dispossessed, and that arrangements are in progress for effecting this object, 
the result of which shall be notified to you the moment I receive an official 
communication from the proper quarter, as mentioned in my letter to you of the 
18th instant. 

In the meantime you can call upon the County Inspector of Police to afford you 
any assistance that you may deem requisite ior the protection of your men in 
serving the notices specified in my letter, and as soon as practicable aftevwards, 
arrangements will be made for the dispossession, under the order of the magistrates, 
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by the Sheriff of the three parties in question, and the locating of the police on 
the premises, which should take place simultaneously. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) J. Burke , 

George Ivnox, Esq. Clerk of the Quit Rents. 



(Copy.) — No. 38. — 

Commissioners of Woods to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

Sh, Office of Woods, &c., 29th May 1844. 

The Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods, &c. have had under their con- 
sideration your Reports (and relative copies of correspondence), severally dated 
14th, 18th and 20th instant, in respect to the pending arrangements for placing 
the management of the Crown property of Ballykilcline under Mr. George Knox, 
from which it appears that gentleman does not consider that any beneficial 
result could arise from his undertaking that management, without the location 
of a fixed police force on the lands for the protection of the parties acting 
under him, and that the Irish Government, founded on the representations 
made to that quarter from your Office, have made a communication to the 
Inspector-general of Constabulary, with a view to provision being made for that 
purpose, 

And I have to state, that the Board have entirely approved of the course that 
has been adopted by you herein, and of the instructions that have been from time 
to time issued to Mr. Knox for his guidance. 

The Board are fully aware that much discretion will be required in the pro- 
ceedings to be adopted by Mr. Knox, and they gather from his communications 
that he would be unwilling to act unless supported by a sufficient force. Although 
the Board, from previous transactions relating to this property, feel confident that 
the ordinary mode of dealing between the Crown and its tenants would be likely 
to prove unavailing, they would much. regret any arrangements being adopted 
which might tend to a collision with the people located on this estate, and they 
are inclined to consider that the presence of a police force on the estate itself, as 
now proposed, will be more likely to have the effect of maintaining tranquillity 
and ensuring a peaceable settlement of the property than occasionally resorting to 
the assistance of that body. 

The Commissioners will at all times be prepared to maintain the assertion of 
the rights of the Crown by the adoption of such legal measures as they may be 
advised to be competent, and will look with confidence to the exercise of judgment 
and discretion on the part of Mr. Knox in carrying out the arrangements proposed 
and sanctioned by the Commissioners. 

In any case requiring legal advice, the Commissioners consider application 
should be made through you to the Board’s solicitors, in order that you may be 
fully cognizant of the progress of affairs, and issue such instructions, when there 
may not be sufficient time to obtain the Board’s directions, as may appear to you 
best suited to the emergency that may arise. 

I am, &c. 

John Burke, Esq. Charles Gore. 



(Copy.) — No. 39. — 

George Knox, Esq. to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

Sir, Clonfree, Strokestown, 30th May 1844. 

I beg leave to acquaint you, that I have at length got a day fixed by the 
magistrates for taking the informations of Michael Ryan, the quit-rent bailiff, 
at the petty sessions court of Rusky, to be held on the 5th of June, when I expect 
to obtain an order from the magistrates for repossession of that part of the lands 
of Ballykilcline which had been hitherto given up to him ; and as the tenants 
have employed a lawyer for the occasion, it occurs to me that it would be advisable 
for me to do the same on behalf of the Crown. Therefore, if it meets the 
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approbation of the Commissioners that I should do so (lest there should be anv 
mistake in drawing up the informations), have the goodness to let me know at 
once, and remit me a retainer, as I would employ our best lawyer here, and brine? 
mm with me, both on the day fixed for taking the informations and for hearing the 
summonses. 6 

Expecting to hear from you, in order that I may have my arrangements made 
before Wednesday next, 

I am, & c. 

John Burke, Esq. (signed) Geo. Knox. 



(Copy.) — No. 40.— 

Clerk of the Quit Rents to George Knox, Esq. 

, Sir ’ . . , „ Quit Rent Office, 1st June 1844. 

1 ha™ to state, with reference to your letter of the 30th ultimo, that it will 
be advisable tor you to employ counsel to act on behalf of the Crown on the 
occasions you mention, and also on any other where you may conceive advice mav 
be necessary in the several matters coimected with the dispossession of the occupiers 
from their holdings, and other steps to be taken against the tenants of the Ballv- 
kiichne property. 

As I am not aware of the amount of the fees that may be required to be 
paid to counsel, and as it is probable there may be some other expenses incurred 
m this service I conceive it will be better for you to advance them, and after- 
wards transmit me a detailed particular thereof, which shall be forwarded to the 
ei™Hded' 0nerS ’ m “ der t0 their directin S P a 5' ment “> be made of the amount so 

In the event of your obtaining an order from the magistrates for the dispos- 
session of the Narrys and Croughan, it will be necessary that you hold over the 
same, until arrangements shall be made for procuring a sufficient force to attend 
upon the occasion, and also for having the police put into their houses on the 
same day as the parties shall be dispossessed. 

And you will be pleased to let me know the result of the proceedings in regard 
to the granting the informations and hearing the summonses, as every step 

^te^lftheteto 811311 ^ ^ ** *“ “ry’ tenants VZ 

(signed) J. Bur/cc, 

George Knox, Esq. Clerk of the Quit Rents. 



(Copy.) 



— No. 41. — 



George Knox, Esq. to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

xiT^’ c Clonfree, Strokestown, 5th June 1844 

With referenee to the Crown lands of Ballykilcline, I beg leave to acquaint 
you that this being the day appointed for the hearing of th/cases ao-ainst the 

a P s e sa„Ted W h°e " a W “‘o the premises, ts also against those who 
assaulted the persons sent by me to serve the notices, I employed Mr Brown 
our most eminent lawyer m this neighbourhood, and proceeded to the court’ 
a distance of 10 miles, accompanied by him and the bailiff Ryan, from Athlone’ 

a H? h 

cte. d thr ° Ugh ^ toThe : m P Ote C L; C er C ate Uld et n o°f 

John Burke, Esq. (signed) Geo. Knox. 

0 n™r'wih rg0t !t^ mention to you, that we effected the service of the notices 
way home this day. I have requested of Mr. Brown, who goes up to 

attend 
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attend term, to call on you if he possibly can make time, as he will explain more 
tully to you how we are getting on. 

G. K. 



(Copy.) — No. 42.— 

Clerk of the Quit Rests to George Knox, Esq. 

. Slr ’ ., . , . Q“t Rent Office, 7th June 1844. 

I BEG leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th instant, and to 
state, that Mr. Browne has just called at this Office, and is in communication with 
the solicitors to the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods, & c., upon the subject 
ot the steps to be taken m reference to the approaching trials. 

I am, &c. 

T » « (signed) J. Burke , 

George Knox, Esq. Clerk of the Quit Rents. 



(Copy.) — No. 43.— 

Chief Commissioner of Woods to Sir James Graham, Bart. 

Slr > Office of Woods, &c., 29th June 1844. 

1 have the honour, on behalf of the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods 
&c. to bring under your notice, for the information of Her Majesty's Government’, 
the following particulars relating to an estate belonging to the Clown, in Ireland] 
formerly held under lease, and which on the expiration thereof was resumed into 
possession of the Crown, in which will be found a detail of the course that has 
been pursued by this Board, under the advice of the Crown’s counsel in Ireland, 
with a view of putting down a continued and determined resistance to the exercise 
of the Crown’s right, either to payment of the rents at which the property had 
been occupied, or to the absolute possession of the lands by the dispossession 
therefrom of such of the occupants as have been found principally concerned in 
encouraging and maintaining such resistance. 

The lands of Ballykilcline, in the barony of Ballintobber and county of Ros- 
common, containing by survey made in 1831, 371 a. 2 r. 30 p. plantation acres, 
or 602 a. On. lip. statute, were forfeited to the Crown in the rebellion which 
occurred in Ireland in the year 1688, and were last leased by Letters Patent from 
the Crown in 1794 to Charles Costelloe, to hold from the 1st May 1793 for 41 
years, at the yearly rent of 216/. 7s. 10 Id. ot the late Irish currency, being 
equivalent to 199/. 14$. 11 Id. present British currency, who subsequently 
assigned his interest in these lands to Lord Hartland. 

This lease determined on the 1st May 1834. Prior to the expiration thereof 
negotiations were opened between this Board and his Lordship for the purchase of 
the Crown estate for the sum of 8,738/. The terms proposed to Lord Hartland 
in this negotiation were, however, not accepted ; and no further communications 
were had oa the subject, nor were any arrangements since proposed for the sale 
of the property, which has consequently been under the management of this 
Board since the year 1834, as part of the Land Revenues of the Crown. 

At the period of this resumption of the property into the hands of the Crown, 
it was found to be divided into about 74 distinct tenancies or occupations ; none, 
however, holding under any lease or instrument of demise from Lord Hartland', 
or those to whom he had sub-let part of the estate during the currency of his 
lease, but either as tenants from year to year or at will. 

The aggregate rental to which the estate was subject, as derived from these 
occupying tenants, was, at that period, 411/. 19$. 1 1 d., and was made up of 
105/. 15$. Id. rents formerly paid directly to his Lordship, and of 306/. 4 s. 1 Od. 
of rents theretofore paid to Lord Hartland’s sub-lessee by parties holding directly 
under him. 

These rents were in 1835 put in charge with a receiver on the part of this Board 
for collection as well as the general management of the estate, subject to such 
instructions and directions as should be from time to time communicated from 
this office. 

The rents at which the estate was then held were paid with tolerable regularity, 
with some few exceptions, during the first two years ; but great difficulty and 

457* r. 2 opposition 
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opposition having been experienced in procuring payment of the rents for the 
year 1836, notice to quit and surrender up possession of their respective holdings 
were in 1837 served upon the whole occupiers, under instructions from this office. 
Fifty-two of the tenants subsequently gave up possession of their holdings to the 
Board’s receiver, and were again let into possession, being appointed care-takers 
at an allowance of sixpence per month, having signed an undertaking to deliver 
up possession when required by the Crown. The remainder of the tenants abso- 
lutely refused to give up the possession, or to account with the Crown’s receivers 
for the value of the holdings in their occupation. 

In the same year, as payment of rent was still withheld, and as several of the 
persons who had agreed to surrender when called upon absolutely refused to give 
up possession, attempts were made to recover payment of the arrears of rent that 
had then accrued, but which were wholly unavailable in consequence of the 
determined opposition evinced by the tenantry ; and a communication was made 
to the Irish Government, through the then Under-Secretary, Mr. Drummond, for 
the assistance of a police force for the protection of the parties engaged in levying 
the arrears, and in removing those of the care-takers who had refused to surrender 
iheir holdings to the Crown. 

This assistance was declined, on the ground of the circumstances which had 
been laid before Mr. Drummond not being sufficiently explanatory as to the interest 
which the parties had in the land from whom the possession was then sought to 
be recovered, and also that no breach of the peace had as yet taken place. 

' Under the circumstances no effectual steps could be taken on the part of this 
Board, either for the recovery of the arrear or the dispossession of the overhold- 
ing tenants, as it was clear from the reports then laid before us, that any attempt 
to enforce either in the ordinary mode, through the bailiffs usually employed on 
such occasions, would be attended with a certain breach of the peace and pro- 
bable personal injury to those employed. 

And it was deemed expedient to suspend at that time, when great excitement 
was found to prevail among the tenantry, any further proceedings in the matter. 
No rent has been since paid to the Crown, nor have any of the parties who 
originally acknowledged the Crown’s possession surrendered the occupation of 
their respective holdings. 

Since that period numerous applications have been made to the Commissioners 
for a lease of the entire property ; and the surveyors employed by the Commis- 
sioners in Ireland having been called on to report thereon, and as to the course 
which they might under the peculiar circumstances of the estate deem most 
expedient for the Crown’s interest, submitted their opinion that the lands should 
•be let to a solvent and respectable tenant on a lease for a limited number of years, 
subject to the then occupation of the lands, with a view of the property being 
subsequently brought into the market for sale, subject to sucb demise, as they 
considered that the difficulties presenting themselves in the way of the Crown 
proceeding by ejectment against the overholding tenants, and the expensive nature 
of an information by intrusion, rendered such a course most advisable. 

Although the Commissioners were fully aware of the inefficacy of the existing 
legal remedies, should proceedings by ejectment be attempted, and of the time 
that would be consumed and expense incurred by the information of intrusion, it 
yet appeared to them that the course recommended by the surveyors, of inter- 
posing as a lessee an individual wholly unconnected with the property between 
the Crown and the immediate occupiers of the land, and thereby investing him 
in that character with the power, of dispossessing a large and generally necessitous 
population, was one which ought not to be adopted in ihe management of the 
Crown s Land Revenue in Ireland. 

These views of the Commissioners were communicated on 2d December 1841, 
wnh aH. the other particulars relating to the property, to their officer in Ireland, 
the Clerk ol the Quit Rents, with instructions to proceed at once to the lands, and 
on the spot to institute a minute inquiry into the excct position in which the 
occupiers then stood as to their tenancies or supposed tenancies, and to ascertain 
how far they might be inclined to undertake for payment of the rents at which 
they held the lands prior to the resumption thereof by the Crown, in order that 
the Commissioners might be able to judge of the expediency of a remission of 
the whole or any portion of the arrears, and of the best mode of making available 
the true and just value of the estate as to future rents. 

The 
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The Clerk of the Quit Rents, who entirely coincided in the view taken by the 
Commissioners of the subject as to the inexpediency of interposing a middleman 
as lessee between the Crown and the occupiers, proceeded accordingly in the early 
part of 1842 to the lands, and submitted for the Commissioners’ information a full 
statement of the then state of the property and occupiers, from which it appeared 
that no disposition existed on their part to come to any settlement with the Crown 
in respect to the arrears due by them, or to an acknowledgment of the Crown’s 
right of possession; and, founded on this inspection, he recommended that the 
rents of such of the tenants as it might be judged proper to retain should be put 
in charge with the Collector of Excise of the district (the persons formerly acting 
as Crown Receivers in Ireland having been removed under the directions of the 
Commissioners) for collection, with such modifications of the claims for arrears 
against them as might be deemed proper, and that immediate legal proceedings 
should be taken for dispossessing such of the occupiers as had paid no rent to the 
Crown since the expiration of the Crown lease, and the n^mes of eight of the 
occupiers, holding six distinct tenements, were furnished to this Office, as being 
those against whom such proceedings should be immediately adopted. 

This course having been approved of by the Commissioners, subject to the 
same meeting with the sanction of the Attorney-General for Ireland, to whom the 
subject was submitted through the Chief Secretary for Ireland, founded on a 
communication between the Chief Commissioner of this Board and himself, the 
requisite instructions were given to the solicitors acting for the Commissioners in 
Ireland for filing an information of intrusion against the eight occupiers of 
portions of this estate above referred to, such proceedings being framed under 
the advice of the Attorney and Solicitor-General for Ireland, and with the sanction 
and approval of the Irish Government. 

In the meanwhile the rents payable by the other occupiers of the property 
were, as recommended by the Clerk of the Quit Rents, put in charge for collection 
with the Collector of Excise of the district ; but although, pursuant to notices 
issued, the parties attended at the collector’s office, .no payment of rent or arrears, 
or on account of any part thereof, could be procured with one exception. 

With respect to the legal proceedings that have been adopted, the ordinary 
course has been followed out. Processes having been issued against the eight 
defendants, were, after great opposition, and by the intervention of the police 
force, duly served on all ; appearances were entered for some of the defendants, 
who were served with notice of rule to plead, and attachments were issued against 
such of them as had entered no appearances. Great difficulty was experienced 
in having these attachments executed and the parties attested ; and it became 
necessary to institute proceedings at the instance of the Crown against the Sheriff 
for neglect of his duty in this matter. After considerable delay incident to the 
nature of the legal steps adopted, some of the defendants against whom attach- 
ments had been issued were arrested and lodged in gaol, under circumstances of 
considerable difficulty, as reported by the Sheriff, from the opposition evinced by 
the population of the neighbourhood ; others of the defendants it was, after an 
expenditure of much time and trouble, ascertained were dead ; and ultimately, in 
the commencement of the present year, an injunction was obtained for putting 
the Crown into possession of the holdings of four out of eight of the defendants, 
two of the remaining four having been ascertained to be dead, and the other two 
having, under the advice of the Crown’s counsel, been struck out of the inform- 
ation during its progress; and on the 19th January last possession was taken of 
the lands occupied by those four defendants by the Sheriff, and handed over to a 
care-.taker on behalf of the Crown. 

From the Reports laid before the Commissioners it appears this service 
-was executed without any actual breach of the peace, although symptoms of 
opposition were manifested, a sufficient police force being in attendance on the 
Sheriff. 

Having thus carried into effect the proceedings recommended by the Crown’s 
counsel for ascertaining and maintaining the Crown’s rights, it appeared to the 
Commissioners expedient, founded on suggestions to that -effect by the Clerk of 
the Quit Rents, and also on representations made by some of the occupying tenants 
as to the excessive rate of rent at which they were then held, that some arrange- 
ment should be made with a view to a more personal and local arrangement ot the 
property than would be exercised by the collector of Athlone, consistently with 
his other duties, and that an agent should be appointed thereto resident in the 

457. g 3 immediate 
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immediate vicinity, with a view not only to a revision of the terms upon which 
the property was held, hut to submit for our consideration such arrangements 
generally as he might consider best adapted for bringing the whole concern into 
a satisfactory state of settlement. 

And the name of Mr. George Knox, resident at Clonfree, in the immediate 
neighbourhood of Ballykilcline, having been submitted as a fit and proper person 
to be placed in the management of this property, the Commissioners have recently 
leen in correspondence with him on the subject, and he has received the Board's 
appointment as agent to this estate. 



Pending these arrangements, it appeared that three of the parties who had 
been evicted by the Sheriff from their holdings had re-entered into possession, 
having forcibly removed the locks and staples placed on their houses by the Crown 
care-taker. As Mr. Knox had not then been formally nominated, it became 
necessary to suspend proceedings for punishing the parties concerned in this 
outrage till he should be in a capacity to act therein. 

On his nomination being decided on, notices t.o that effect were directed to be 
served on the occupiers of the estate ; in carrying which into effect the most 
determined resistance and opposition were experienced, and Mr. Knox reported 
that but for the accidental presence of a few police the process-servers would have 
been murdered ; and he further stated, that, under the circumstances of the pro- 
perty and the state of feeling of the population, it would be impracticable for him 
to undertake the management of the estate unless a sufficient police force should 
be located on the estate to afford the necessary protection to the parties who were 
to act under him. 

These particulars were communicated by the Clerk of the Quit Rents to the 
Under-Secretary for Ireland on the 13th ult., and from his reply thereto it appears 
that the necessary instructions had been given by the Irish Government to the 
Inspector-General of Constabulary for providing for a sufficient force being 
placed on the lands. ' s 

These arrangements being completed, proceedings have been instituted, under 
the advice of the Crown counsel, against the parties who have repossessed them- 
selves of the holdings from which they had been evicted by summary process 
before the magistrates at the petty sessions for the district, and abo against other 
parties who had been identified as the ringleaders in the assault made against the 
persons employed by Mr Knox in serving notices of his appointment as agent 
to the property. From Mr. Knoxs Report herein, it appears that six of the latter 
have been arrested, and held to heavy bail to appear for trial at the quarter 
sessions to be held on the 28th instant, and that in the matter of the repossession 
a precept had been obtained to the Sheriff of the county to summon a jury to try 
the forcible detainer of the premises. In making the communication, Mr. Knox 
states, that he has not the least doubt that after a little time be would be able to 
bring the property to rights. In a subsequent communication he further states, 
that a brutal murder had taken place on the night preceding on a person con- 
sidered as an informer to Government, and that though this had a great effect 
upon the witnesses who were to attend in the proceedings above adverted to, "he 
considered he could depend upon two of them. 

From the mode in which Mr. Knox has undertaken his duties, and the result 
of the proceedings that are now in progress under his direction for bringing to 
punishment the parties engaged in these outrages, the Commissioners confidently 
anticipate that convictions will be obtained, and that the example thus given will 
haveamos benefie'M effect, as tending to show that the law cannot be 'set at 
defiance with impunity and that the rights of the Crown, when thus wantonly 
and audaciously invaded, will be fully maintained and enforced ^ 

Mac will depend on the judgment and discretion of the Crown’s avent in the 
further proceedings herein but the Commissioners have every reason 8 to believe 
that these will not be found wanting ; and they feel convinced that a peaceable 
and satisfactory settlement with the occupiers of this estate will more readily be 
arrived at, by an example being made of those who have put themselves forward 
as disturbers of the public tranquillity, and as the supporters of the system of 
insubordination and resistance to authority which has of late years prevai ed in 
regard to this property of the Crown. y ‘ iCQ 

The Right Hon. Sir James Graham, Bart. (signed) 6 ' ^Lincoln. 



(Copy.) 
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(Copy.) — No. 44. — 

Right Hon. H. Manners Sutton to the Earl of Lincoln. 

My Lord, Whitehall, 5th July 1844. 

I am directed by Secretary Sir James Graham to acknowledge the receipt of 
your Lordship’s communication, dated June 29th, relating to certain Crown lands 
in the county of Roscommon, and to acquaint your Lordships that it has been 
referred to the Government in Ireland. 

I am, & c. 

The Earl of Lincoln, H. Manners Sutton . 

&c. &c. & c. 



(Copy.) — No. 45,— 

George Knox, Esq. to Clerk of the Quit-Rents, &c. 

The Queen v. Patk. and Barth w. Narry and others, for forcible Entry and 
Detainer of part of the Lands of Ballykilcline, in the County Roscommon. 

Sir, Clonfree, Strokestown, 28th June 1844. 

I beg to send you a report of the proceedings that took place yesterday in 
the above case before D. Duff R., N. Bartkvv. Mahon and Godfrey Hogg, 
Esquires, j.j.p., and the 24 grand jurors of the quarter sessions now holdino- at 
Strokestown. Counsellor Browne attended on the part of the Crown ; Charles 
W. Blakeney and John Hawthorn, Esquires, as counsel on the part of the 
defendants, with Mr. H. O’Farrell, attorney. Mr. Browne stated the case to the 
jury, and the evidence he would produce, and then stated the law applicable to 
forcible entries and detainers as laid down in Dalt. c. 126, and 1 Hawk. 64, and 
then called J. R. Malone, Esq., Sub-Sheriff', who proved that he took possession 
of the houses and lands from the defendants under a writ of injunction in the 
month of January last; that on that occasion he was accompanied by a large 
force of military, cavalry and infantry, and a strong body of the police, and that 
even so attended, the police were obliged to fix bayonets and charge, to prevent 
violence from the occupiers of the lands of Ballykilcline; 'that he took possession 
of the houses and lands from the defendants, and put Michael Ryan in possession 
(in their stead) in the name and on behalf of Her Majesty ; that Ryan thereupon 
drove iron hasps and staples in the doors, and locked them in his presence. 
Witness was cross-examined by Counsellor Blakeney on the part of the defendants. 
Michael Ryan proved the taking possession by the Sheriff, the delivery to him as 
bailiff to Her Majesty, his putting iron hasps and staples and locks on the doors, 
and fastening and securing them in the best manner ; his cautioning the defendants 
from going to or entering the houses, who riotously and tumultuously collected 
together at the head of a large mob, swearing that the moment the military left 
the place they would smash! the locks, break open the doors, and again repossess 
them, and that they would murder any person who would attempt to prevent 
them ; that witness brought four men with him for the purpose of leaving them 
in the houses as care-takers, who refused to go into the houses through fear and 
terror of their lives, from the threats and menaces of the defendants ; that the 
locks and hasps were since broken, and the defendants now living in and in 
possession of the houses ; that he subsequently demanded the possession, which 
was refused. The witness was cross-examined by Counsellor Hawkorn on the 
part of the defendants, who, on his cross-examination, swore that no man’s life 
would be safe in going to the lands of Ballykilcline to enforce the rights of Her 
Majesty, unless protected by a military force. Mr. Browne then proposed calling 
witnesses to prove that Mr. Knox, the agent, sent his two bailiffs, Fallon and Cox, 
about three weeks since, to serve notices of his appointment, and demand the 
repossession of the houses, &c. from the defendants, and that they were then 
attacked by the occupiers of Ballykilcline, who assembled in large numbers, drove 
the bailiffs from the lands, who fled to the police barrack for protection ; that the 
mob pursued them there, and that the police were obliged to be called out, and to 
charge them, to protect them from violence. Counsellor Blakeney objected to 
this evidence; and on Mr. Browne insisting on giving it, one of the jurors, 
457- g 4 Mr. 
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Mr. French, said there was no occasion to give any further evidence, as they 
were satisfied of the forcible entry and detainer, and as none of the jury 
expressed their dissent from Mr. French, Mr. Browne closed his case on behalf 
of the Crown. 

Mr. Blakeney addressed the jury on the part of the defendants, stating that 
the law now attempted to be put in force was a cruel and obsolete law ; that the 
Queen had no title to the lands.of Ballykilcline, and that Her resorting to this 
law was to avoid a trial of Her title ; that if She had a title, Her advisers would 
have levelled the houses of the defendants when they took possession ; and con- 
cluded by stating, that in the days of Strafford, the only men in Ireland who voted 
against the rights of the Crown were the men of Roscommon, and he hoped the 
jury would do likewise in this case. Counsellor Harkan followed on behalf of 
one of the defendants. There were no witnesses for the defendants. Three of 
the jury were for finding for the forcible possession, and all the others against the 
Crown. I consider their chief reason for not finding on behalf of the Crown was 
our not being able to prove the actual breaking open of the premises by the 
defendants, although we clearly proved that they were broken into, and also the 
forcible detainer. In fact, the mismanagement of the taking possession by the 
Collector of Excise, and not keeping it, has led to our present failure, and plainly 
points out the absurdity of my taking possession again without the police being 
located on the premises. 

As the jury have disagreed, you will, please to acquaint me whether the magis- 
trates can order another jury, as, in the event of their doing so, the Sheriff could 
get a respectable jury at our assizes of Roscommon, which will commence on 
Friday next, the 5th July. 

Also, to acquaint me, was it necessary to have 24 jurors to try the case, whereas 
there were only 12 seals attached to the inquisition sent down to me. ' 

Awaiting your further orders, j am ^ 

J. Burke, Esq. Geo. Knox. 

Quit Rent Office. 

P.S. — The bills against the tenants for the assault cases have not yet been 
sent up to the jury. 

No. 46 . (Copy.) — No. 46. — 

George Knox, Esq. to Cleric of the Quit Rents. 

Sir, Clonfree, Strokestown, 9 th July 1844. 

I beg leave to acquaint you, that the Ballykilcline tenants, whom we had pro* 
secuted at the quarter sessions of Strokestown, were acquitted by the jury, to the 
great astonishment of the assistant barrister and a large bench of the magistrates. 
It was the last case tried at the sessions ; and the barrister, on retiring from the 
court, consulted with the other magistrates relative to the sentence to be passed 
on the prisoners (in event of the jury, who were locked up, finding them guilty), 
and they made up their minds to imprison six of them for 12 months, and a fine 
of 51. on each of the ringleaders. Mr. Browne conducted the case, and the assault 
Was most clearly proved ; but the jury were a set of the lowest and most ignorant 
men that could be impannelled, and a disgrace to any court of justice. I should 
suppose that the law officers of the Crown will recommend a renewal of the 
injunction to the Sheriff for possession of the premises hitherto obtained, and on 
the affidavit of the collector’s bailiff. I send you herein the inquisition which 
was held before the grandjury of the quarter sessions, who were as ignorant and 
corrupt a set as the petty jurors, and before whom the Crown had no chance of 
a fair hearing. I remonstrated with the Sheriff and the Clerk of the Peace about 
them, but he said, that the respectable jurors who were summoned did not attend, 
and that he had no alternative; and thus for want of a fair jury the ends of 
justice have been defeated. 

.1 should have reported the proceedings a few days sooner for the information 
of the Commissioners ; but was obliged to attend daily at the assizes of Roscom- 
mon, as being one of the county officers. 

Awaiting your further directions, 

I am, & c. 

J. Burke, Esq. Geo. Knox. 

(Extract.) 
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(Extract.) 



— No. 47.— 

Clerk of the Quit Rents to Commissioners of Woods. 
Lands of Ballykilcline. 



My Lord and Gentlemen, QuitRent Office, 13th July 1844. 

Herewith is transmitted a report from Messrs. R. Hamilton & Co., com- 
municating the opinion of the Solicitor-General, before whom the case was 
subsequently laid, in which he advises that the course of proceedings heretofore 
adopted should, for the reasons stated, be abandoned, and the more effectual 
and perhaps more expeditious course of proceeding by information in equity 
substituted. 

And as the solicitors request the further instructions of your Board m regard to 
the steps to be taken, I submit that I may be directed to instruct them to adopt 
forthwith the course of proceeding pointed out by the Solicitor-General, as it is 
absolutely necessary that no delay that can by possibility be avoided should be 
suffered to take place in making the refractory tenants of this estate amenable to 
justice, and which will most probably be effected by the proceedings now recom- 
mended. 

I am, &c. 



The Commissioners of 
Her Majesty’s Woods, &e. 



J. Burke, 

Clerk of the Quit Rents. 



Enclosure in No. 47. 

Messrs. Hamilton & Co. to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

Lands of Ballykilcline. 

gj r Sackville-street, 1 1th J uly 1844. 

Acting on the instructions received from you on the 1 st instant, we submitted a case to 
Mr. Hunter to advise the proper steps to be taken in relation to the portions of these 
lands formerly in the possession of Bartholomew Narry, Patrick Narry and Patrick Croghan, 
the jury summoned by the Sheriff having disagreed as to the verdict returned on the mqui- 

Slt The Solicitor-General advises that no further jury should be summoned, but that an infor- 
mation in equity should be filed for the purpose of recovering these portions of the lands in 

qU We°shall await the further instructions of the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods, &c. 
as to the steps to be taken. 

Your obedient servants, 

John Burke, Esq. Rob. Hamilton Sc Co. 



(Copy.) 



-No. 48.- 



Commission ers of Woods to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

Ballykilcline Lands. 

g| r Office of Woods, &c., 25th July 1844. 

The Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods, &c. have had under their con- 
sideration your letters of lltli and 13th instant respectively, and their several 
enclosures, reporting the result of the prosecutions (as specified m Mr. K.n<>xs 
communication) instituted against the parties concerned in the assault committed 
on the individuals engaged by his direction in serving notices of his appointment 
on the tenants on the lands, and also the copies of queries submitted to the Crown 
counsel for further adviee herein, and of their opinion thereon from which it appears 
that they consider an information in equity should now be filed against the refrac- 
tory tenants on this estate. The Commissioners are satisfied, from the circum- 
stances that have been laid before them, that any further attempt to proceed to a 
settlement of these questions through the medium ot a jury will ewioy 

unavailable; and although former experience tends to show that the 

now recommended are open to many objections, the Commissioners feel it their 

duty to adopt the same as the only alternative suggested. 
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And I have therefore to desire that Messrs. Hamilton may be instructed to take 
the necessary steps, under the further advice of counsel, for proceeding as early as 
may be practicable in accordance with the opinion recently given. 

I am, &c. 

John Burke, Esq. A. Milne. 



(Copy.) — No. 49. — 

Clerk of the Quit Rents to Commissioners of Woods, &c. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, Quit Rent Office, 28th October 1844. 

Pursuant to the instructions contained in your order of the 25th July last, 
Messrs. R. Hamilton & Co. were directed to adopt proceedings by information in 
equity, as recommended by counsel, against certain parties selected by Mr. Knox 
as being the most refractory of the occupiers of the Crown lands of Ballykilcline, 
county Roscommon. 

To ground these proceedings, Messrs. R. Hamilton & Co. stated that it would 
be necessary that possession of the parcels of land in their occupation respectively 
should be demanded, on behalf of the Crown, from the parties against whom the 
proceedings were to be taken, and accordingly instructions were issued from this 
Office to Mr. Knox to cause possession to be demanded, which service was effected 
accordingly from all the parties, with exception of Patrick Stewart, Michael Con- 
nor, Hugh M'Dermott, Patrick Calligan, Terence Connor, Richard Padian and 
Patrick Croughan, from whom no demand could be made in consequence of their 
having absented themselves, leaving their houses without inmates, and the doors 
fastened ; and the Attorney-General having subsequently directed that notices 
should be posted on the doors of their houses, to the effect that a person on behalf 
of the Crown would attend on a day to be named, for the purpose of taking pos- 
session of the premises, and instructions having been issued accordingly from this, 
office to Mr. Knox, I enclose herewith, for information of your Board, a copy of 
said notice, and of a report from Mr. Knox stating the steps taken by him in com- 
pliance with said instructions. 

The documents that accompanied Mr. Knox’s report have been furnished to 
Messrs. Hamilton & Co., in order to the carrying out of the proceedings in this 
matter, with the result of which your Board shall be acquainted. 

I am, &c. 

The Commissioners of J. Burke, ■ 

Her Majesty’s Woods, & c. Clerk of the Quit Rents. 



Enclosure A. in No. 49. 

Lands of Ballykilcline, County of Roscommon. 

Quit Rent Office, Custom House, Dublin. 

Take notice, that on the 23d day of October instant, John Cox, who has been deputed for 
that purpose by the Right Honourable and Honourable the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Woods, Forests, Land Revenues, Works and Buildings, will attend at your respective resi- 
dences on these lands, for the purpose of taking the possession of your respective houses and 
that portion of the said lands which are now in your occupation respectively ; and that unless 
such possession be given to him, proceedings for the recovery thereof will be taken against 



(signed) J. Burke, 

Clerk of the Quit Rents. 



yyjix igoj/cv.i.iyoij.. 

Dated this 4th day of October 1844. 

To Patrick Stewart, Michael Connor, - ) 
Hugh M'Dermott, Patrick Calli-l 
gan, Terence Connor, Richard ( 
Padian, Patrick Croughan. J 



Enclosure B. in No. 49- 

George Knox, Esq. to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

Sir, Clonfree, Strokestown, 24th October 1844. 

With reference to your letter of the 5th instant, enclosing me notices to be served on 
certain of the tenants from whom possession had not been demanded personally on the lands 
Of Ballykilcline ; 

I beg 
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I beg leave to acquaint you, that I have had the notices duly posted on their houses and 
possession demanded, according to the enteries marked on the back of the original notice 
which is herein enclosed. I also send you on the other side a copy of the manner that each 
tenant was served, as the bailiff entered it at the time of service in a confused manner on the 
back of tire original. 

I have also to inform you, that this duty should have been performed by me much sooner 
were it not from the difficulty I found in obtaining the assistance of the police to protect the 
bailiff and myself ; the sub-inspector of the police here would not permit his men to go to the 
lands without the presence of a magistrate, and I had at length to request the attendance of 
Captain Duff, the stipendiary at Roscommon, who promptly attended me. 

I accompanied the bailiff myself in each instance, to be able to prove the demand, if 
necessary, and I found the presence of the police and magistrate most necessary, as the 
tenants insulted the bailiff in every manner, by throwing water on him, and using abusive 
language ; and I now have ascertained that nothing short of levelling the houses of these 
refractory people will ever bring them into subjection. Awaiting your further orders, 

I am, &c. 

John Burke, Esq. Geo. Knox. 



(Copy.) —No. 50. — 

Messrs. Hamilton & Co. to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

The Attorney-General v. Narry. 

Sir, Sackville-street, 2d December 1844. 

We beg- to inform you, that the Attorney- General having signed the informa- 
tion in this cause, it has been this day filed, and the usual process issued, which 
we shall by this day’s post forward to Mr. Knox, with the proper instructions 
for service. 

We remain, &c. 

John Burke, Esq. Robt. Hamilton & Co. 

Quit Rent Office. 



(Copy.) — No. 51.— - 

Messrs. Hamilton & Co. to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

The Attorney-General u. Narry and others. 

Land of Ballykilcline. 

Sir, Sackville-street, 18th December 1844. 

We beg to state, for the information of the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Woods and Forests, that the information in equity in this case was filed on the 
2 d instant, and that we have since received notice of appearances being entered 
for all the defendants. 

We remain, &c. 

John Burke, Esq. Robt. Hamilton & Co. 



(Copy.) — No. 51 A. — 

Messrs. Hamilton & Co. to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

Attorney-General v. Narry and others. 

Sir, 42, Upper Sackville-street, 28th January 1846. 

In reply to your letter of the 24th instant, requesting us to acquaint you 
with the state of the proceedings in the above cause ; 

We beg to acquaint you, thnt this cause was set down to be heard on the 
19th instant, and on its coming on to be heard, the defendant’s counsel applied 
to have it struck out of the list, in consequence of an omission made by the 
officer of the court in one of the subpoenas to hear judgment served on some of 
the defendants (by posting on their doors), and the court made an order ac- 
cordingly. However, we caused an application to be made to the court, and 
have obtained an order to substitute service of the writs of subpoena to hear 
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judgment on the defendants’ attorney ; and have set down the cause to be heard 
on Saturday the 7th of February next. 

We are, &c. 

John Burke, Esq. Robt. Hamilton & Co. 

Clerk of the Quit Rents, 

Quit Rent Office. 



(Copy.) — No. 52. — 

George Knox, Esq. to the Commissioners of Woods. 

Clonfree House, 

Strokestown, Co. Roscommon, Ireland, 
My Lord and Gentlemen, 30th January 1846. 

I beg leave to address you relative to a small agency which I hold under 
the Crown for the lands of Ballykilcline in this county, and for the performance 
of my duty in which agency 1 am now suffering the most dangerous persecution. 

It has been found necessary during the last, year that several writs issued 
from the Court of Exchequer should be served on the tenants of said lands, 
in order to dispossess them, and as the property had been so much mismanaged 
by the late collectors of excise in this district, I was determined that no effort 
of mine should be wanting to carry the law proceedings on behalf of the Crown 
into effect, and the more effectually to do so, in every instance where those papers 
were to be served, I attended personally, and went from house to house with the 
process-server, lest there should be any disappointment on the trials, and to be 
able to prove the service myself, in the event of such being necessary. However, 
for so doing I have repeatedly received threatening notices, and during the last 
six months I cannot venture out without being armed, and expecting to be 
attacked at my house every night, and as you may perceive by the enclosed 
paragraph from Sanders’ News Letter (a Dublin paper), my land has been turned 
up and myself again threatened. 

Now my object in applying to you is, that you will be so good as to order 
me protection from the Government at my residence, as my life is not safe one 
moment at the present, or otherwise that you will apply for the police to patrol 
nightly near my house, as if not, it is quite impossible that I can remain in the 
country. 

I beg also to add, that having undertaken the agency (and sworn to perform 
it), there is no exertion in the power of man that I will not use to assert the 
rights of the Crown in this locality, and if protected have not the least doubt 
as to the results. 

Requesting that you will be so good as to take this my case under your 
serious consideration, and as soon as convenient, 

_ I have, &c. 

To the Hon. Commissioners Q co . Knox. 

of Woods, &c. &c. 



No. 53 . (Extract.) — No. 53. — 

Chief Commissioner of Woods to Sir James Graham, Bart. 

Whitehall-place, 4th February 1846. 

I have the honour, with reference to the communication made to you on the 
29th June 1844, detailing the circumstances connected with the lands of Bally- 
kilcline in the county of Roscommon, Ireland, to transmit to you herewith 
copy of a letter received yesterday morning from Mr. Knox, the agent appointed 
over this property by the Commissioners of Woods, requesting the protection 
of the Irish Government in consequence of the danger to which he is exposed 
from the exertions which he has made on behalf of the Crown to eject those 
persons from the property now holding adverse possession. Mr. Knox has 
transmitted with his letter an extract from a newspaper, containing a report of 
the threatening notices which had been served upon him, and of an outrage 
which had been committed on a property belonging to him in the same county, 
by a numerous body of armed men. 

Mr. Knox 
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Mr. Knox entertains serious apprehension for his personal safety, and con- 
siders that without adequate protection being afforded him, it will be impossible 
for him to remain in the country. The Commissioners of Woods consider this 
to be a case in which, not only for the interest of the Crown, but for the pre- 
vention of further outrage and crime, immediate and effective assistance should 
be afforded for the protection of the Crown’s agent ; and they confidently hope, 
that on consideration of the fact you will deem it right to bring the subject 
under the earliest consideration of the Lord Lieutenant, with a view to have 
such protection afforded to Mr. Knox as the security of life and property may 
require. 

Every exertion which the existing law will allow has been hitherto used to dis- 
possess the most refractory portion of the occupiers of these lands, but without 
effect, and informations are now pending in equity against others, the hearing 
of which is expected soon to come on. 

In taking the necessary steps for carrying on these proceedings, particularly 
in serving the requisite notices, Mr. Knox and the parties engaged therein have 
been exposed to great danger, from the utter lawlessness of the population on the 
Crown estate, and such notices have only been effectually served with the 
assistance of a strong force of military and police. 

#*##*#** 

I have, &c. 

Lincoln. 



(Extract.) — No. 54. — 

Sir James Graham to Chief Commissioner of Woods. 

My Lord, Whitehall, 6th February 1846. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s letter of 
the 4th instant, with its enclosure from Mr. Knox, the agent appointed by the 
Commissioners of Woods, &c. &c., over the lands of Ballykilcline in the county 
of Roscommon ; and I beg to acquaint your Lordship, that I have forwarded, 
your letter to the Government in Ireland, and I have expressed my opinion to 
the Lord Lieutenant that arrangements should be made, with as little delay as 
possible, for affording Mr. Knox full protection in the execution of his duty as 
an agent of the Crown in Ireland. 

* * * * # * * * 

I. have, &c. 

The Right Honourable Jams G. Graham. 

The Earl of Lincoln, &c. &c. 



(Copy.) — No. 55. — 

Commissioners of Woods to George Knox, Esq. 

Sir, Office of Woods, 10th February 1846. 

The Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods have had under their considera- 
tion your letter of the 80th ultimo, enclosing an extract from Sanders’ News 
Letter, containing the copy of a threatening notice which had been served upon you, 
and a statement of an outrage which had occurred on a property belonging to you, 
when a forcible breaking up of land bad taken place by a numerous body of 
armed men, and expressing your apprehension, that, without efficient protection 
being extended to you, you would not be able to remain in the country, con- 
sequent on the persecution which your exertions in relation to the Crown 
property of Ballykilcline had entailed upon you. 

And I have, on the Board’s behalf, to state, that on receipt of your communica- 
tion, a copy thereof was submitted to the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, with a request that the matter might be brought at the earliest 
period under the consideration of the Lord Lieutenant, with a view to such 
effectual protection being afforded to you as the security of life and property 
might require. 

And I have to state that, by a letter received here from Sir James Graham, it 
appears that these communications have been forwarded to the Irish Government 
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with the view of full protection being afforded to you, with as little delay as 
possible, in the execution of your duties as Crown agent over this property ; and 
the Commissioners trust before the receipt of this letter such arrangements will 
have been made as will afford you ample protection and security, and release you 
from the apprehensions adverted to in your communication. 

I am, &c. 

Geo. Knox, Esq. Charles Gore. 



No. 56 . (Copy.) — No. 56. — 

Messrs. Hamilton & Co. to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

The Attorney-General v. Narry and others. 

Sir, 42, Sackville-street, 9th February 1846. 

We beg to acquaint you, that this cause having been set down in the short 
cause list of the Court of Exchequer to be heard on Saturday last the 7th instant, 
the same came on to be heard, and the Attorney-General having opened the 
case, the Court directed the cause to be transferred to the list of causes for the 
next term. 

We are, &c. 

John Burke, Esq. Roht. Hamilton & Co. 

Clerk of the Quit Rents. 



No. 57 . (Extract.) — No. 57. — 

Under-Secretary of State for the Home Department to Commissioners 
of Woods, &c. 

Whitehall, 19th February 1846. 

I am directed by Secretary Sir James Graham to transmit to you, with 
reference to your letter of the 4th instant, the enclosed copy of a letter from the 
Under-Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, on the subject of affording 
protection to Mr. Knox, the agent for the Crown over the lands of Ballykilcline, 
in the county of Roscommon. 

I have, &c. 

The Commissioners of Woods, &c. II. Manners Sutton , 



Extract. (Extract.) Enclosure in No. 57. 

Enel, in No. 57, 

Under-Secretary for Ireland to Under-Secretary of State for 
Home Department. 

Sh, _ Dublin Castle, 13th February 1846, 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acknowledge your letter of the 9 th instant, trans- 
mitting a copy of a letter from the Chief Commissioner of Woods and Forests, with its 
enclosure from Mr. Knox, the agent appointed for the Crown over the lands of Ballykilcline, 
in the county of Roscommon ; and I am to state, for the information of Sir James Graham, 
that immediately on the receipt of your communication his Excellency caused instructions to 
he sent to the stipendiary magistrate of the district to put himself in communication without 
delay. with Mr. Knox, and afford him full protection in the execution of his duty as an agent 
of the Crown, and if it should be found, on consulting with Mr. Knox, that he considered 
his life to be in danger from performing his duty, that he should afford to him such protec- 
tion of constabulary at his residence as they might deem necessary for his safety. 

I am, &c. 

Honourable H. Manners Sutton. Pcnncfathcr. 



No. 58. (Copy.) — No. 58. — - 

Messrs. Hamilton & Co. to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 
Attorney-General v. Narry and others. 

Sir, 42, Sackville-street, 21st April 1846. 

We beg to acquaint you, for the information of the Commissioners of Her 
Majesty s Woods, &c., that this cause came on to be heard in Her Majesty’s 

Court 
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Court of Exchequer on Saturday last the 18th instant, when it was fully argued. 
A decree has been pronounced, to the full extent of the prayer of the information, 
in favour of the Crown. The effect of this decree is satisfactory in two respects ; 
first, it establishes the right of the Crown to proceed for recovery of Crown lands 
by information filed at the suit of the Attorney-General on the equity side of the 
Court of Exchequer, and thereby getting rid of the influence, the feelings and 
prejudices of juries ; secondly, this decree establishes that a tenancy from year 
to year cannot exist, even after payment of rent between the Crown and a subject, 
and that where the demise is not of record, the occupation is only permissive on 
the part of the Crown, and therefore no notice to quit is necessary before pro- 
ceeding for the recovery of lands so circumstanced. Both these points were raised 
by the counsel for the defendants on the late hearing ; and it was argued that 
a notice to quit was required, under the provisions of the 92d section of the 
10th Geo. 4, c. 50. 

The decree will be made up in about ten days, when we shall be in a position 
to issue an injunction to put the Crown into possession. 

. We are, &c. 

John Burke, Esq. Rob. Hamilton & Co. 



(Copy.) —No. 59.— 

Clerk of the Quit Rents to Commissioners of Woods. 

Attorney-General v. Narry and others. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, Quit Rent Office, 4th May 1846. 

Referring to the Report from this office dated the 22d ultimo, I herewith 
enclose, for information of your Board, the following documents, having relation 
to the steps requisite to be taken for obtaining and securing, on behalf of the 
Crown, possession of the portion of the Crown lands of Ballykil cline, county 
Roscommon, in the occupation of the defendants in the above cause ; viz. 

Copy Letter to George Knox, Esq., dated 27th ultimo ; Letter of Mr. Knox in 
reply, 30th ultimo ; copy Letter to Colonel Macgregor, Inspector-General of 
Constabulary, 1st instant. 

I am, &c. 

The Commissioners of J Burke 

Her Majesty’s Woods, &c. Clerk of the Quit Rents. 



Enclosure A. in No. 59. 

Clerk of the Quit Rents to George Knox, Esq. 

Attorney-General v. Narry and others. 

Crown Lands of Ballykilcline. 

Sir, _ Quit Rent Office, 27th April 1846. 

1 have to acquaint you, that this cause came on to be heard in Her Majesty’s Court of 
Exchequer on Saturday the 18th instant, when a decree was pronounced in favour of the 
Crown to the full extent of the prayer of the information. 

This decree will be made up within ten days from this date, when the solicitors to this 
department will be in a position to issue an injunction to put the Crown in possession; and 
m respect of which proceeding the necessary steps must be taken with the view of providing 
for the attendance of a sufficient force for the protection of the persons who shall be 
employed in the dispossession of the refractory tenants, and also for subsequently locating 
a body of police or military upon the lands. 

And having been in communication with the proper authorities here upon this subject, 
I have been requested to procure information from you on the following points : — 

1 st. What is the distance between the nearest police station and the Crown lands ? 

2d. What is the least number of police that in your opinion would be sufficient to have 
located on the lands for the purpose of retaining possession ? 

3d. Upon what part of the estate and in what premises do you conceive such body could 
be best accommodated ; and whether they could be placed in one house, for instance, in 
Bartholomew and Patrick Narry ’s holding, or in houses contiguous to each other? 

4th. In the event of there not being a sufficient police force to be obtained for this service, 
could accommodation be found for a party of military to be located there ; and if so, in what 
premises, and what number of men would, in your opinion, be sufficient ? 
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I have, therefore, to request you will at your earliest convenience furnish as full informa- 
tion on these several points as practicable, and also add any further information, or submit 
any observations in reference to this subject, that you may deem necessary. 

These questions you will perceive only relate to the locating of police or military after the 
possession shall have been given by the Sheriff, as the assistance of any force that may be 
necessary upon this occasion will be granted whenever the same may be required. 

(signed) J. Burke, 

George Knox, Esq. Clerk of the Quit Rents. 



Enclosure B. in No. 59. 

George Knox, Esquire, to the Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

Clonfree House, Strokestown, 

Sir, 30th April 1846. 

With reference to your letter of the 27th instant, enclosing me certain questions to report 
on, relative to the Crown taking possession of the lands of Ballykilclinc, in this county, 
I have to make the following Report in reply to the same, for the information of the 
Board : — 

1st Quere. — What is the distance between the nearest police station and the Crown 
lands ? 

Answer.— The distance is only half a mile ; but from the hilly situation of the country the 
present barracks are not within sight of the Crown lands, nor would the eight men stationed 
there be of the least use to the care-takers at night in event of emergency. 

2d Quere. — What is the least number of police that would be sufficient for the purpose 
of retaining possession ? 

Answer. — I consider that 12 men located on the pr mises, assisted by a military party of 
25 men, and kept in constant communication with the present police station at Kilglass 
would retain possession, and not a less number. 

3d Quere.— Upon what part of the estate could the police or military be stationed ; whether 
in the houses of the Narrys or others ? 

Answer.— The houses of the Narrys are situated in a detached situation in an old road, 
and would not be an eligible situation for a station of either police or military ; but the 
houses of Richard Padian and Patrick Croughan are on the high road (leading from 
Strokestown to Huskey), and with some repairs will contain the 12 police, who must be 
ready to go and remain there on the day of possession, and of which the county inspector 
of police should be apprized, in order to have the necessary preparations made for the 
accommodation of the police, bedding, firing, &c. &c., as they can get nothing there ; the 
want of this precaution I find was the entire cause of the failure of the last possession under 
the collector. 

4th Quere.— In the event of a sufficient force of police not being obtained, can military be 
accommodated, and in what premises ? 1 

Answer.— Even in the event of 12 police being located on the premises, an officer’s party 
(which generally consists of 25 men) will be absolutely necessary to remain there for squie 
time. The accommodation will only consist of the cabins that we are to get possession of; 
but, as frequently has been the case latterly in Leitrim, the men can be encamped and 
between the shelter provided by the houses and their camp they can manage so as to reside 
there during a short period. 

Mr. Knox also recommends that a small barrack (capable of holding 20 or 30 police) be 
built, as soon as practicable after possession, on the road near Radian’s and Crouo-han’s 
houses; and that one of the Government contractors from Longford be employed t<? carry 
on the building as quickly as possible, and I then consider that the military party can be 
withdrawn; and in suggesting the building of this small barrack I have to observe, that it 
will be no additional expense to the Crown, as the present police station now at Kilglass 
(and quartered in a thatched barrack) can be removed to Ballykilcline, and by augmenting 
the men to 20 or 25, one barrack or station will answer. 0 

I have also, through you, to make another proposition to the Board, (which is) that if 
they considered it necessary for the welfare of their property, I would repair one of the 
cottages, and reside on the lands as their agent, in order the more effectually to brine the 
tenants to rights for some time. J ® 

I gave up the commission of the peace last year, to enable me t6 hold the situation of 
high constable for Roscommon, value 100 1. per annum; but if the Commissioners would, 
upon consideration, deem my services worth an equivalent, I would resign (lie said situation, 
and take out the commission of the peace again, and devote my time to the management 
of their property. I would have no difficulty in doing this, as I resigned with the ap probar 
bon of the Chancellor and have been also this month strongly recommended to the Lord 
Lieutenant by the noblemen and magistrates of our county, as a person duly qualified, from 
time of life and intelligence, to hold the situation of stipendiary magistrate 

I merely mention, this circumstance to let the Board know, that if necessary for the 
recovery of their property here, 1 can resume the commission of the peace at any moment, 
should they consider my services in that way necessary. J 



John Burke, Esq. 
Clerk of the Quit Rents. 



I am, &c. 

Geo. Knox. 

Enclosure 
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Enclosure C. in No. 59. 

Clekk of the Quit Rents to Inspector-General of Constabulary. 

q. Quit Rent Office, Custom House, Dublin, 

» i: ’ lr, , , , 1st May 1846. 

Adverting to the communication had with you upon the 27th ultimo, in respect to the 
necessity for having a party of police located upon the Crown lands of Ballykilcline, in 
the Parish of Kilglass, county of Roscommon, immediately upon possession being given bv 
the Sheriff, under an injunction, which will probably be issued on behalf of the Crown within 
a few days, and as you were desirous of being furnished with a statement of the particulars 
of this case, m order to the same being submitted for consideration of the Irish Government, 

hmeffia^ter adverted^to ^° rmatl0D ^ ^ 3gent to these Crowu lands on tlie several points 
_ 1 beg leave to refer to a communication addressed by this Department to Edward Lucas, 
Esq., the then Under-Secretary bearing date the 13th May 1844 , the whole particulars 
connected with this estate up to that period having been fully set forth therein. 

In this communication it was stated, that there were some parties occupying this property 
who were the ringleaders m the violent opposition to the assertion of the Crown’s rights 
and whom it was purposed to have again evicted, under certain proceedings which were then 
being instituted ; and Mr. Lucas was requested to state, whether, in the event of such parties 
being dispossessed, the Government would authorize a sufficient police force to be located on 
the lands; and in Mr. Lucas’s reply bearing date the 16th of same month, it was stated, 
that the requisite instructions had been conveyed to the Inspector-General of the Con- 
stabulary in pursuance of my communication. 

The measures that were adopted, however, having proved ineffectual, proceedings by 
information m equity were, under the advice of the law officers of the Crown, taken in the 
Court of Exchequer, for the recovery of the possession of the portions of this estate out of 
which the occupying parties had heretofore been dispossessed ; and the cause having been 
heard in Her Majesty s Court of Exchequer on the 18th ultimo, a decree has been pro- 
nounced in favour of the Crown, to the full extent of the prayer of the information, and tlie 
solicitors to the Board of Woods, &c. expect that within ten days they will be in a position 
to issue an injunction for putting the Crown in possession. 

Under these circumstances, therefore, it will be absolutely necessary, for the vindication 
of the Crown s rights, as also for the protection of the persons who shall be employed on 
behalf of the Crown m the carrying out of the measures connected with the dispossession 
of the ringleaders in question, that a sufficient military and police force should be present 
upon this occasion ; and it will also be requisite, so soon as the possession shall be obtained 
that a party of military or police, or both, as hereinafter adverted to, should immediately 
be located on the lands; and as you were desirous of being furnished with some informa - 
tion as to the amount of accommodation that could be afforded, and on other points 
I addressed a letter, on the 27th ultimo, to George Knox, Esquire, the Crown’s a^ent', 
requiring him to return answers to the queries submitted ; and having received his report 
by this post, I subjoin an abstract therefrom, which, I trust, will afford you the information 
desired. 

1st Query .—What is the distance between tlie nearest police station and the Crowu 
lands ? 
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Answer.— The distance is only half a mile; but from the hilly situation of the country, 
the present barracks are not within sight of the Crown lands, nor would the eioht men 
stationed there be of the least use to the care-takers at night in event of emergency? 

2 d Query.— What is the least number of police that would be sufficient for the purpose of 
retaining possession ? 

Answer. — I consider that 12 men, located on the premises, assisted by a military party of 
25 men, and kept in constant communication with the present police station at Kilglass, 
would retain possession, and not a less number. 

3d Query. — Upon what part of the estate could the police or military be stationed : 
whether in the houses of the Narrys or others? 

Answer.— The houses of the Narrys are situated in a detached situation in an old road, 
and would not be an eligible situation for a station of either police or military ; but the 
houses of Richard Padian aud Patrick Croghan are on the high road (leading fromStrokes- 
town to Ruskey), and with some repairs will contain the 12 police, who must be ready to go 
and remain there on the day of possession, and of which the County Inspector of Police 
should be apprized, in order to have the necessary preparations made for the accommodation 
of the police, bedding, firing, &c. &c., as they can get nothing there. Want of this pre- 
caution, I find, was the entire cause of the failure of the last possession under the collector. 

4th Query. In event of a sufficient force of police not being obtained, can military be 
accommodated, and in what premises 1 

Answer. — Even in the event of 12 police being located on the premises, an officer’s party 
(■which generally consists of 25 men) will be absolutely necessary to remain there for some 
time. The accommodation will only consist of the cabins that we are to get possession of; 
but, as frequently has been the case latterly in Leitrim, the men can be encamped, and 
between the shelter provided by the houses and their camps, they can manage so as to reside 
there during a short period. 

457- I Mr. Knox 
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Mr. Knox also recommends that a small barrack (capable of holding 20 or 30 police) be 
built, as soon as practicable after the possession, on the. road near Paclian and Croghan’s 
houses ; and that one of the Government contractors from Longford be employed to carry 
on the building as quickly as possible, and he considers that the military party can then be 
withdrawn. 

In suggesting the building of this small barrack, Mr. Knox observes, that it will be no 
additional expense to the Crown, as the present police station now at Kilglass (and quartered 
in a thatched barrack) can be removed to Ballykilcline, and by augmenting the men to 20 
or 25, one barrack or station will answer. 

I have, therefore, to request, that you will cause the necessary steps to be taken in this 
matter, for the purpose of affording the assistance required ; and so soon as you notify to 
me that preparations have been made, I can apprize the solicitors thereof, in order to the 
injunction being issued for putting the Crown in possession. 

(signed) J. Burke, 

Clerk of the Quit Rents. 



(Copy.) — No. 60. — 

Clerk of the Quit Rents to Commissioners of Woods. 

Attorney-General v. Narry and others. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, Quit Rent Office, 13th May 1846 

With reference to the Report from this office in the above matter, bearing date 
the 4th instant, and the several documents transmitted therewith, particularly 
the copy of the letter addressed to Colonel M'Gregor, Inspector-General of 
Constabulary ; 

I enclose a letter, dated the 12th instant, from Richard Pennefather, Esquire, 
Under-Secretary, Dublin Castle, referring to the communication addressed to 
the Inspector-General, and stating that the same having been brought under 
the consideration of the Lord Lieutenant, his Excellency has been advised, 
that the application made by me, through Colonel M'Gregor, on behalf of the 
Crown, to have a party of police located upon the Crown lands of Ballykilcline, 
after possession being given to the agent, cannot be complied with, for the reasons 
stated. 

And as, under these circumstances, it will be requisite to know the course of 
proceeding most advisable to be taken, both as to the issuing of the injunction and 
retaining possession, I have transmitted to Messrs. Hamilton & Co. a copy of 
Mr. Pennefather’s letter, in order that they may state their opinion in the matter; 
and so soon as I have been furnished with their report, the same shall be submitted 
for consideration of your Board. 

I am, &c. 

The Commissioners of Burke , 

Her Majesty’s Woods, &c. Clerk of the Quit Rents. 
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Undkr-Secretary for Ireland to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 1 2 th May 1 846. 

The Inspector-General of Constabulary having brought under the notice of the Lord 
Lieutenant your application to have a party of police located upon the Crown lands of 
Ballykilcline, in the county of Roscommon, upon possession being given to the agent of 
the Commissioners of Woods and Forests, under an injunction which will probably be issued 
on behalf of the Crown in a few days, his Excellency has directed me to inform you, that 
he is advised, that, upon the statement made by you to Colonel M'Gregor, the application 
ought not to be complied with, as it does not appear that a sufficient case had been made 
out to warrant an order for the attendance of the police or military on the lands after the 
execution of the writ by the Sheriffs. 

The Sheriff is by virtue of his office authorized to employ a force sufficient to enable him 
to execute the injunction and deliver over the possession, but the police or military cannot 
be required to remain on or near the lands because of an apprehension of a breach of the 
law, not supported by informations on oath, stating the facts upon which it is founded. There 
do not appear to be any grounds for deviating in this case from the rule always acted on 
with regard to the employment of the police for the protection of the bailiffs of the Com- 
missioners, and directions cannot be given by the Government to the constabulary to take 
any such steps as are proposed, without such informations being made on oath of forcible 

resistance 
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resistance having been made to the persons employed by the Commissioners as will fully 
show the necessity of protection being ordered to them by the Government. 

Clik h of B th?Qu?t 8 lients, Feather. 

Custom House, Dublin. 



(Copy.) — No. 61.— 

Petition of Occupiers of Ballykilcline to Commissioners of Woods 
(presented by The O’Connor Don, 16th May 1846). 

To the Right Honourable the Commissioners of Woods and Forests 
&c. &c. &c. 

The humble Petition of the Tenants of Ballykilcline, Parish of Kilglass 
County of Roscommon, Ireland, 

Most respectfully showeth, 

That your petitioners humbly pray your Honours will interpose humanely 
between Her most Gracious Majesty the Queen and your petitioners, by settling 
the sard land and giving a lease thereof at a reasonable rent, the same as was paid 
by Lord Hartland while held by him. Your petitioners are sincerely sorry and 
poignant at giving any obstruction to our most Sovereign Lady the Queen but 
were infatuated by the false claim and pretension made on said lands by one 
Patrick O’Connor, who misguided your petitioners, and now ask pardon for their 
long indulgence in ignorance; under said circumstance petitioners humblv solicit 
and deprecate, in your benevolence and humanity, you may be graciously pleased 
to interpose on the behalf of your petitioners, who will accede to any rule or con- 
dition you may be graciously pleased to comply with the desired effect of this 
petition. 

That your petitioners beg to represent most humbly that there are residing on 
said lands 459 individuals of moral, industrious habits, exemplary, obedient and 
implicit to their landlady or landlord, which is the cause of bringing them into 
contempt, but are penitent and regretful ■ for any misunderstanding which has 
occurred in the event of the case in question. 

Petitioners will for their correctness give undeniable security if required; and 
pray your great Excellencies will be pleased to send a man in trust to execute 
leases, should you deem this proposal meet and fit, and meet your sanction and 
approbation ; let Strokestown be the place appointed. Your petitioners humbly 
pray to have a reply hereto forwarded in the affirmative or negative beforehand, 
and said response to be directed to Mr. John Connor, senior, of Ballykilcline, near 
Strokestown, Post-office, County of Roscommon, Ireland. 

Petitioners are too numerous for insertion. 

Dated 12th May 1846. 



(Copy.) — No. 62.— - 

Hugh O’Ferrall, Esquire, to the Commissioners of Woods, &c. 

To the Right Honourable the Commissioners of Woods and Forests, &c. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, 

I have the honour of forwarding for your consideration the memorial herewith 
enclosed ; and, respectfully awaiting your reply, have the honour to remain your 
most obedient servant, 

Hugh O’Ferrall, 

16th May 1846. ^ 4, Chancery-pl ace, Dublin. 
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Petition of Occupiers of Ballykilcline to Commissioners of Woods. 

To the Right Honourable the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods and Forests and 
Land Revenues in Ireland. 

The humble Petition of Richard Padian and the other persons in the occupation of 
the Lands of Ballykildine, 

Showeth, 

That your petitioners have been many years in the occupation of the lands of Ballykildine, 
in the parish of Kilglass, barony of Ballintobber and county of Roscommon, and regularly 
paid their respective rents for their several holdings to the agent of Lord Ilartland, now 
deceased, who held same until the year 1834, when his lease or term of said lands expired. 

That upon the expiration of said lease in 1834 a person of the name of Patrick Connor 
claimed to be entitled to the rents and profits of said lands, and cautioned petitioners against 
paying their rents to any person but himself. 

That your petitioners and their fathers before them, who occupied said lands, had been at 
all times punctual in paying their rents, and upon receiving such notice from the said Patrick 
Connor were at a loss how to act or to whom they should pay. 

That petitioners from the said period were served with several notices from the Clerk of the 
Quit Rents to pay their rents, which they attended to, and made payments from time to time, 
to Messrs. Brassington & Gale, amounting to two years and a half of their respective 
rents according to the rate they had been m the habit of paying to the agent of the late 
Lord Iiartland, and which they would have continued to pay, but were apprehensive that 
they might be compelled by the said Patrick Connor to pay him, which apprehension they 
were confirmed in from the fact of Messrs. Brassington & Gale having abandoned the sale 
of a distress made by them on said lands against some three or four of the tenants who had 
not been paying. 

That your petitioners have for the last eight or ten years been informed and assured by 
the said Patrick Connor that he was taking steps to prove his title to said lands, and that 
under such circumstances they did not know how to act. 

That about the year 1841 proceedings on behalf of the Crown were instituted aeainsta few 
of petitioners, and against whom judgment was entered, and under which the Sheriff of Ros- 
common put them out of possession ; that said persons went again into possession of their 
holdings, and have since continued therein. 

That on or about the day of November 1844, the Attorney-General instituted 

proceedings against 14 of your petitioners for recovery of the possession of their several and 
respective holdings on said lands of Ballykildine, to which proceedings they caused appear- 
ances to be entered for them and answers put in, not with a view of evading payment of their 
rents, but to ascertain to whom they ought to pay their said rents. 

That said cause came on to be tried this present Easter Term, and judgment pronounced 
for the Crown. 

That in consequence thereof your petitioners are most anxious and willing to become 
tenants to the Crown, and to pay a reasonable rent for their respective holdings on said 
lands ; that there are 80 families living on said lands, averaging six to each family, amounting 
to about 500 persons, the most of whom are miserably poor, and have not, owing to the 
failure in the potato crop, a week’s provision for their families, and if they are turned out of 
said lands they will have no resource but the poor-house. 

That under the foregoing circumstances your petitioners humbly hope that your honourable 
Board will mercifully please to leave them in possession of their respective holdings, , for 
which they will be willing to pay rent. 

And your petitioners will ever pray, See. 



(Copy.) —No. 63.— 

Commissioners of Woods to Clerk of, the Quit Rents. 

Sir, Office of Woods, 21st May 1846. 

Herewith you will receive two memorials which have been submitted to the 
Commissioners on the part of the occupying tenants of Ballykildine, through 
Mr. H. O’Farrell, of Chancery-place, Dublin, and through The O’Connor Don, 
in reference to the pending proceedings for the recovery of the possession of the 
lands on behalf of the Crown, the former praying the suspension of those pro- 
ceedings, and requesting the continuance of the occupation, and expressing their 
willingness to pay rent, and the latter, praying that* leases may be granted to them 
of their respective holdings, and expressing their regret for the line of conduct 
hitherto observed. 

And I have, on the Board s behalf, to desire that you will, after considering 
their application, put yourself in communication with Mr. Knox on the subject, 

and 
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and ascertain his opinion as to there being any bond fide intention on the part of 
the memorialists to come to any arrangement as to the past and future occupation 
of their lands, and as to the expediency under the present circumstances of 
attempting to bring about such an arrangement. Should you deem a personal 
communication with Mr. Knox on this subject preferable to correspondence, it is 
the Board’s wish that you should adopt that course, with a view, in the event of 
its being considered practicable or expedient, to bring about any settlement on 
terms which the Board can properly recommend to the Treasury to adopt, to 
submit for the Board’s consideration the principles upon which such a settlement 
should be placed. 

It would be advisable, before communicating with Mr. Knox, that Messrs. 
Hamilton should be consulted as to the propriety of any steps of this nature being 
taken in the present stage of the legal proceedings, or whether the injunction 
when issued should not be enforced as a primary measure. 

And you will report, for the Board’s information, the result of your communi- 
cations with Messrs. Hamilton, and the course which, founded thereon, you may 
deem it expedient to adopt with reference to the accompanying memorials, which 
you will return to this office. 

I am, &c. 

John Burke, Esq. Charles Gore. 



(Copy.) — No. 64. — 

Clerk of the Quit Rents to Commissioners of Woods. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, Quit Rent Office, 9th June 1846. 

With reference to your order of the 21st ultimo, transmitting two memorials 
that have been submitted to your Board on the part of the occupying tenants of 
Baliykilcline through Mr. H. O’Farrell and through The O’Connor Don, 1 beg to 
state that, in conformity with the instructions contained in said order, I had a 
conference with Messrs. Hamilton & Co., on the subject of these memorials j 
and we conceived it advisable, in the first instance, to transmit copies to Mr. Knox, 
in order to obtain his report thereon, with a view to laying the same before the 
Attorney-General, accompanied by such remarks as we might find it necessary to 
offer as to the terras upon which any agreement for tenancy might be made, 
provided he was of opinion that in the present stage of the legal proceedings 
any arrangement of ihis nature could, with propriety, be entered into, and have 
received a report from Mr. Knox, and also procured the opinion of the Attorney- 
General upon the matter. 

The Attorney-General is of opinion that, taking into consideration the state of 
that part of the country, and the other circumstances of this case, it would be 
prudent to enter into an arrangement with the tenants with a view to their taking 
leases from your Board at the present rents, and as Mr. Knox has proposed 
certain conditions upon which only he could at all recommend their being recog- 
nized as tenants, it appears to me that the best course to be taken is to acquaint 
Mr. Knox with the terms upon which }mur Board would consent to those parties 
being continued in the occupation of their holdings, and if these be not complied 
with, that the injunction snould at once be issued and put in force; the terms 
being — 

1st. That all of the occupiers should hand in proposals to Mr. Knox for 
leases of their respective holdings, at their present rents, and for such term of 
years as your Board may be disposed to grant, commencing from the 1st May 
1846. 

2d. That those parties against whom proceedings have been taken should pay 
to Mr. Knox, on or before a day to be named by him, two years’ rent at the present 
lettings of their respective holdings up to the 1st day of May 1846, and if not 
paid at the time appointed, that the injunction be forthwith issued and executed ; 
and in the event of those parties making such , payment, and taking out leases, 
they must procure some respectable solvent person from another townland to join 
them as security in each lease. 

And I submit that Mr. H. O’Farrell and The O’Connor Don be acquainted, for 
information of the memorialists, that a notification has been made to Mr. Knox, 
of Clonfree, Strokestown, the Crown’s local agent to' the lands of Baliykilcline, 
. 457- !3 ' ot ‘ 
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of the terms upon which only your Hoard will admit of their being accepted as 
tenants, and leases granted, and that if these terms be not duly complied with 
in regard to those parties against whom proceedings have been taken, the injunc- 
tion will at once be issued and executed; and Mr. O’Farrell and The O’Connor 
Don should be further informed that any communications the occupiers have to 
make must be submitted to Mr. Knox, who is empowered to receive proposals, 
and to deal with them, according to the instructions issued to him, and who will 
transmit to your Board any proposals which may be so made to him in respect of 
this property. 

I am, &c. 

J. Burke, 

The Commissioners of Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

Her Majesty’s Woods, &c. 



Enclosure in No. 64. 

George Knox, Esq., to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

Clonfree House, Strokestown, 

Sir, County Roscommon, 24th May 1846. 

I have received your letter of the 23d instant, enclosing the copies of two memorials 
forwarded (by that portion of the tenants of Ballykilcline who are now under ejectment) 
to the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods, &c. &c., and desiring me to report thereon. 

Having carefully read over the same, I beg leave to acquaint you, for the information of 
the Board, that neither of the said memorials contained one particle of truth. 

The tenants never have made the slightest offer of paying rent or becoming tenants to 
the Crown, since the decree has been obtained against them in the Court of Exchequer, to 
me as agent to the Crown. They never believed that a person of the name of O’Connor 
had any real claim on the lands. There are not more than 50 or 60 individuals residing on 
the portion under ejectment, and those are all in a state of comparative affluence towards 
the neighbouring peasantry, most of them having provisions to dispose of, and being worth 
from 20 1 . to 100 Z. each. 

They are the most lawless and violent set of people in the county Roscommon ; and 
whenever it was necessary that I should go to the lands to have any services effected on behalf 
of the Crown, the stipendiary magistrate never would venture among them unless accom- 
panied by dragoons, infantry and police, and even with this force they invariably insulted 
the bailiff in 'the execution of his duty, and did every thing in their power to resist the laws. 
My firm conviction, therefore, is that they never will become satisfactory tenants to the 
Crown, and that, if admitted again on the lands, similar proceedings will (in a few years) 
have to be instituted (de novo ) against them. Their conduct also has had a very bad effect 
among the tenantry here, and, to my own knowledge, the properties of Lord Hartland, 
Mr. Blakeney and Mr. Balfe, in the locality of Ballykilcline, have suffered severely from 
the example of those tenants, and are not paying their rents as hitherto. The only 
circumstances that I could at all recommend the Crown to admit them as tenants would 
be as follows : — 

1st. That all the tenants on the property become amenable to the Crown, and put in 
proposals for their holdings. 

2dly. That those ejected pay down a year and a half or two years’ rent to the Crown at 
once, and they are well able to do so. 

3dly. That in taking out leases they should procure some respectable and solvent person 
from another townland to join them as security in each lease. Should these terms meet the 
approbation of the Board, a few printed circulars might be distributed among them, stating 
the Board’s offer, 

I am, &c. 

To J. Burke, Esq. George Knox. 



(Copy.) — No. 65. — 

Commissioners of Woods to Mr. John Connor. 

Sir, Office of Woods, 17th June 1846. 

The Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods have had under their consideration 
the memorial on behalf of the occupying tenants of Ballykilcline, which was sub- 
mitted to them by The O’Connor Don, in relation to the future occupation of 
these lands under the Commissioners. 

And I have, on their behalf, to acquaint you, that on full consideration of all 
the circumstances connected with this property, they are prepared to recommend 
the several occupiers of the respective holdings thereon being accepted as tenants, 
and leases being granted, only on the following terms and conditions ; viz. 

1st. That 
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1st. That all the occupiers shall hand in to Mr. George Knox, of Clonfree, near 
Scrokestown, proposals for leases of their respective holdings at the present rents, 
and for such term of years as the Commissioners of Woods may deem it expe- 
dient to grant, to commence from the 1st ultimo. 

2d. That those parties against whom proceedings at law have been taken shall 
pay over to Mr. Knox, on or before a day to be fixed by him, two years’ rent of 
the present lettings of their respective holdings up to the 1st ult., and that on 
such payment beiDg made, and leases being granted to them, they must procure 
some respectable and solvent person from an adjoining townland, to be approved 
by Mr. Knox, to join them as security in each such lease. 

In the event of such payments not being made at the time appointed, the 
injunction obtained by the Crown will be thereupon issued and executed. 

And I have further to state, that any communications the memorialists may have 
to make must be made direct to Mr. Knox, who is authorized to receive pro- 
posals, and to deal therewith according to the instructions he has received from 
this Board, and who will transmit the same to this office for the Commissioners’ 
consideration. 

I am, &c. 

Mr. John Connor. Charles Gore. 



(Copy.) — No. 66. — 

Commissioners of Woods to H. O’Ferrall, Esq. 

Sir, Office of Woods, 1 7th June 1846. 

The Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods, &c. have had under their con- 
sideration the memorial from the occupying tenants of the Crown lands of Bal- 
lykilcline, county Roscommon, soliciting to be continued in their present occupa- 
tions, and offering to pay rent for the same. 

And I have, on the Board’s behalf, to state, that on full consideration of the 
circumstances connected with this property, they are prepared to recommend 
that the several occupiers of the respective holdings thereon be accepted as 
tenants, and that leases be granted only on the following terms and con- 
ditions; viz. 

1st. That all the occupiers shall hand in proposals to Mr. George Knox, of 
Clonfree, near Strokestown, for leases of their respective holdings at the present 
rents, and for such term of years as the Commissioners of Woods may deem it 
expedient to grant, to commence from the 1st ultimo. 

2d. That those parties against whom proceedings at law have been taken, shall 
pay over to Mr. Knox, on or before a day to be named by him, tw o years’ rent of 
the present lettings of their respective holdings up to the 1st ultimo, and that on 
such payment being made, and leases being granted to them, they must procure 
some respectable and solvent person from an adjoining townland, to be approved 
of by Mr. Kncx, to join them as security in each such lease. 

In the event of such payments not being made at the time appointed, the 
injunction obtained by the Crown will be thereupon issued and executed. 

And I have further to state, that any communications the occupiers of this 
property may have to make must be made to Mr. Knox direct, who is autho- 
rized to receive proposals, and to deal therewith according to the instructions he 
has received from this Board, and who will transmit the same to this office for 
the Commissioners’ consideration. 

I am, &c. 

Mr. H. O’Ferrall. Chariest Gore. 



(Copy.) — No. 67. — 

Commissioners of Woods to The O’Connor Don. 

Sir, Office of Woods, 18th June 1846. 

I have the honour, on behalf of the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods, 
to transmit to you herewith copy of the reply,* which, on full consideration of all 
the circumstances connected with the Crown lands of Ballykilcline, in the county 
of Roscommon, they have deemed it expedient to transmit to the memorial which 
457- M was 
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was submitted to the Board with your letter of the 16th ultimo, and which con- 
tains the terms and conditions on which alone the Commissioners will be pre- 
pared to consent to continue the occupation of the lands by the memorialists. 

I have, &c. 

The O’Connor Don, m.p. Charles Gore. 



No. 68. (Copy.) — No. 68. — 

Commissioners of Woods, &c. to George Knox, Esquire. 

Sir, Office of Woods, & c., 19th June 1846. 

The Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods, &c. have had under their con- 
sideration the opinion of the Attorney-General for Ireland, on the arrangements 
proposed in relation to the occupation of the lands of Ballykilcline, founded on 
the two memorials which were submitted to you, and your report thereon ; and as 
it appears to be clearly the Attorney-General's opinion that some arrangements 
should be entered into with a view to leases being granted by this Board, I have, 
on the Board’s behalf, to acquaint you, that they will be prepared to consent to 
the several occupiers of the lands of Ballykilcline being continued in their present 
occupation under the Crown on the under-mentioned terms ; viz. 

1st. That all such occupiers should hand in proposals to you for leases of their 
respective holdings at the rents at which they are now held, for such term of 
years as this Board may deem expedient, to commence from the 1st May now 
last past. 

2d. That the parties against whom proceedings have been taken should pay 
over to you, on or before a day to be named by you, two years’ rent at the present 
lettings of their respective holdings up to 1st ultimo ; and that if such two vears’ 
rent be not paid at the time fixed, the injunction for putting the Crown into pos- 
session of those holdings be forthwith issued and executed. In the event of these 
parties making such payment and making proposals for leases, the acceptance of 
such proposals to he conditional, on their finding some respectable and solvent 
party from an adjoining tovvnland, to be approved of by you, to join them as 
security in each lease. 

The above terms have been notified to the memorialists, as those alone on which 
the Commissioners will recommend the occupiers of this property being accepted 
as tenants, and leases being granted ; and that if these terms are not fulfilled, 
with respect to the parties against whom legal proceedings have been adopted, 
the injunction will at once be issued and executed ; and they have been further 
informed, that any communications they may have to make herein must be 
addressed to you, as authorized by this Board to receive proposals from them. 

With respect to those occupiers against whom proceedings have not been 
taken, as no means at present exist of coercing them, the Board do not think 
it will be right to hold out any threat in the event of their not acceding to the 
terms to be insisted upon in the case of those against whom the injunction 
has been obtained. At the same time the Board will be quite ready to accept 
them as tenants to the Crown upon the same terms, or, if you should so advise, 
upon more favourable terms than those who have shown themselves more 
refractory. 

And l have to desire that at the expiration of two months from this date the 
Commissioners may be furnished with a list of the occupations and holders, 
showing the respective acreage of each holding, the rent and arrears to 1st May, 
accompanied with the proposals for leases which may have been submitted to you 
within that time, with any observations you may have to make thereon, for the 
Board’s information ; and that you will at the same time submit the draft of such 
special provisions and conditions as you may deem it expedient should be inserted 
in the proposed leases, the term of which it appears to the Board should be fixed 
at .21 years. On this point, however, the Board would be glad to be put in pos- 
session of your views. 

It appears to the Board that in carrying out these arrangements the cost of the 
preparation and enrolment of the leases to be granted should be defrayed by the 
lessees at a fixed charge in each case (say 5 i 5s.) 

I am, &c. 

George Knox, Esq. Charles Gore. 

(Copy.) 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




AT BALLYKILCLINE, COUNTY OF ROSCOMMON. 73 

(Copy.) — No. 69.— 

Commissioners of Woods to Clerk of the Quit Rents. 

( Office of W'oods, &c., 25th June 1846. 

The Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods, &c. have had under their con- 
sideration your letter of 9th instant, enclosing report from Mr. George Knox, and 
opinion of the Attorney-General for Ireland, relative to further dealings with the 
occupiers of the lands of Ballykilcline, founded on the memorials submitted to this 
office from Mr. Hugh O'Ferrall and The O’Connor Don. 

And I have to state, for your information, that they have approved of the 
course of proceedings suggested, and to transmit to you herewith copy of the 
letter of instructions issued to Mr. Knox for his guidance in carrying out the 
proposed arrangements. 

Communication? .to this effect have been made to Mr. O’Ferrall and The 
O’Connor Don, foj^ie information of the respective memorialists; and it there- 
fore appears to the Ifcjjard that it will he expedient, pending these arrangements, 
and until a further report shall be received from Mr. Knox in the matter, that the 
Board’s solicitors be instructed to suspend taking any steps for putting the injunc- 
tion into execution until further directions. 

With respect to the arrears due to the Crown out of this property, now 
amounting to a considerable sum, it does not appear that in the proposed 
arrangements any specific provision is contemplated beyond the two years’ 
arrear to be required from the parties against whom proceedings have been 
adopted, as a condition of their being accepted as tenants to the Crown ; and 
it appears to be the Attorney-General’s opinion, that as no means at present 
exist of coercing the other occupiers, it will not be necessary to require security 
for the rent or payment of the arrears. It has, however, appeared to the Board, 
that it may be in the power of Mr. Knox, in dealing with the property generally, 
to come to an arrangement with the occupiers who have not been proceeded 
against similar to that which is made a condition with the other occupiers, or that 
he may deem it advisable to recommend that an arrangement as to the arrears 
should be made with them on more favourable terms ; and you will see that 
Mr. Knox has been instructed accordingly. 

I am, &c. 

John Burke, Esq. Charles Gore. 



(Copy.) — No. 70. — 

Clerk of the Quit Rents to Commissioners of Woods. 

Attorney-General o;. : Narry and others. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, Quit Rent Office, 27th June 1846. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your order dated 25th instant, enclosing 
copy letter of instructions to Mr. Knox relative to further dealings with the 
occupiers of the Crown lands of Ballykilcline, county Roscommon; and have 
accordingly instructed Messrs. Robert Hamilton & Co. to defer taking any 
steps for putting the injunction into execution until further directions shall be 
issued. 

I am, &c. 

The Commissioners of J. Burke , 

Her Majesty’s Woods, &c. Clerk of the Quit Rents. 



(Copy.) —No. 71.— 

George Knox, Esquire, to Commissioners of Woods, &c. 

Clonfree, Strokestown, County Roscommon, 
My Lord and Gentlemen, Ireland, 1 7th. August 1846. 

With reference to your letter of the 19th. June, respecting the Crown lands 
of Ballykilcline in this county, directing me to forward to you (from two months 
therefrom) a list of the occupiers of each holding, showing the respective acreage 
457- K of 
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of each, together with all rent and arrears due on same to May last, as also any 
proposals for leases that might have been submitted to me within that time, I beg 
leave to acquaint you that 1 herein enclose the required list, for the information ot 
the Board ; but that I have not received any proposals for the land. Some of the 
tenants came here, but all state that they are unable to pay the rent laid down in 
your letter of the 19th June, namely, that those lenants (who were ejected) should 
pay two years’ rent, and all the others one year’s. When I made my last report 
in the month of May, I was fully of opinion that the tenants were well able to 
meet the above arrangement. However, the deprivation they have met with in 
the loss of their potato crop this second season induces me to believe that very few 
of them could now pay it. At the same time my private opinion is, that those 
who could afford to do so are unwilling to come forward, through fear of the 
others ; and my firm belief also is, that none of them have the least idea of 
becoming amenable to the Crown, or of taking out leases, but that they are 
merely endeavouring to put off the proposals until they reap the present crop of 
grain, and get possession of the price of it ; and I am led to this opinion from 
their never having made the least offer or proposal to me whatever (since the 
injunction was granted against them), although I made the terms ot the Board 
personally known to all of them. And I am quite certain that they will continue 
to keep the possession in the same lawless manner, until the injunction be put 
into force against them, and the 14 ringleaders among them, against whom the 
Crown have succeeded, be turned off the lands, and their houses levelled. 

Should it meet your approbation to put the injunction in force, there should be 
a small police barrack built at once on the premises, otherwise the possession 
cannot be retained. I beg leave further to observe, that in forwarding you the 
list of the arrears on the property, I have to remark that the same was permitted 
to accrue through the negligence of the late collectors of Athlone, and that 
when I was appointed agent, the property was in the Court of Exchequer, and 
legal proceedings commencing against the tenants, awaiting the decision of the 
Board. 

I have, &c. 

The Commissioners of Woods, &c. Geo. Knox. 



Enclosure in No. 71. 

A List of the Occupying Tenants on the Crown Lands of Ballykilcline, in the County 
of Roscommon, showing the respective Acreage of each Holding, together with all Rent and 
Arrears due to 1st May 1846. 



Occupying Tenants. 



Thomas and Edward) 
M'Cormick and Thomas V 
Hanley - - -J 

Patrick Hoare and Bernard) 
O'Neil -J 

Patrick Reilly - 
Ditto - 
Widow M'Dermott - 
John and Terence Morran 
Thomas Reynolds 
James Reynolds 
James Mullerd - 
Patrick Colligan 
James Kelly - 

Michael M'Dermott - 
Patrick Reynolds 
Richard Padian 
William Brannon . - 
Patrick Colligan 
Patrick Crogban 
Thomas M‘Manus - 
John Mullera - - -) 

Anne Mullera - - - ’ 

John Carolan - - -j 

Bernard Carolan and John! 

Carolan - - -J 



Acreage, 

Plantation 

Measure. 


Yearly Rent. 


No. of 
Years due. 


Amount of Rent 
due to 

let May 184 G. 


A. It. P. 


£. 


.. 


d. 




£. s 


d. 


15 * 10 


15 


5 


2 


10 J 


152 11 


8 


9 ' 14 


9 


19 


4 


94 


97 4 


6 


7 2 38 


7 


- 


6 


JO 


70 5 


- 


0 1 t 


•1 


4 


- 


94 


11 8 


- 


3 0 39 


4 


15 


2 


94 


45 4 


1 


6 1 8 


6 


14 


- 


to 


67 - 


- 


3 0 39 


4 


15 


- 


9 4 


45 2 


6 


5 2 18 


7 


10 


4 


94 


7 i 8 


2 


8 0 36 


8 


4 


6 


94 


78 2 


9 


4 2 39 


5 


3 


5 


J0§ 


56 17 


7 


420 


4 


- 


- 


9 4 


38 - 


- 


3 0 39 


4 


15 


2 


10 


47 11 


8 


4 1 37 


5 


3 


5 


94 


49 2 


54 


7 211 


8 


3 


6 


94 


77 13 


3 


2 0 33 


2 


14 


2 


94 


25 14 


7 


9 2 9 


11 


4 


2 


10 


112 1 


8 


7 211 


8 


3 


6 


12 


98 2 


- 



Observations. 



I have made the 
acreage return in 
plantation measure, 
as being the best 
understood by the 
tenants. 



5 0 37 

11 3 29 

528 



5 2 - 
3 16 6 
3 16 6 

3 16 6 

4 15 »o 



9 4 48 9 - 

9 4 36 6 9 

9 a 36 6 9 

11 42 1 6 

11 52 14 2 



1 
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Enclosure in No. 71 — continued. 



Mary M ‘Daniel 

Patrick Kelly ... 

Terence Connor 

John and Thomas Costello - 

Hugh M'Dermott 

Patrick Maguire 

Thomas Magan 

James Hanley - - - 

John Quin - 

Thomas Fallon - 

Patrick and Bartholomew! 

Nary -J 

Patrick and Martin Finn - 

Widow Ginty - 
James Connor - 
William Brannon 
Henry Stewart - 
Henry Stewart 
and 

William Stewart 
George and William Stewar 
Bridget Fallon - 
James Connor - - - 

John Stewart - 
Patrick and Edward Do- 
nellan - 

Widow Carnton and James 
Hanley 

Honor Winter - 
Widow M'Cornick and J.‘ 
Wynne - 
Patrick Deffily - 
and 

James Deffily - 
Patrick Connor - 
John Stewart - 
Thomas and John Geylan - 
John Magan 

Michael and John Connor 
Ditto 

Patrick Stewart 
James Stewart - 
Thomas Magan 
Jane Magan 
James Nary Fox 
and 

B. Connor 

Rev. Thomas Lloyd - 

Total Acres - 



Acreage, 








No. of 
Years due. 




Plantation 


Yearly Rent. 




due to 




Aleas 


are. 








1st May 1846. 


A. 


It. P. 


A 


s. 


cL 






£. 


t. 


d. 


5 


1 14 


4 


15 


10 


9 h 




45 


10 


5 


3 


3 32 


3 


15 




9 h 




35 


18 


0 


3 


3 4 


3 


15 


8 


9 h 




35 18 


10 


7 


2 13 


7 


15 


2 


10 i 




79 


10 


5 h 


22 


3 5 


21 




9 


11 
4 h 




241 


6 


'3 


- 


3 3i 


3 


10 


- 




15 15 


— 


2 


3 2 5 


3 


12 


- 


12 




43 


4 


- 


3 


0 3 2 


3 


l6 


- 


11 




38 10 


- 


4 


0 15 


4 


- 


12 






12 


— 


7 


3 15 


8 


8 


T 


9 £ and a 
fraction 


} 


83 19 


- 


8 


3 3 


9 


19 


9 , 


12 


u 9 


17 


- 


10 


1 16 


10 


8 




10J and a 
fraction 


1 


111 


5 


7J 


4 


3 3 


2 


14 


4 


10J and a 
fraction 


} 


2 9 


17 


10 


1 


1 29 


1 


- 


9 


9 h 


9 17 


i£ 


8 


2 30 


9 


1 




9 i 




86 


4 


3 


1 


0 23 


1 


l 


- 


10 




10 


10 


- 


- 




2 


9 


2 


9i 




3 3 


7 


1 


5 


1 5 


2 


9 


2 


11 




27 


_ 


10 


5 


0 5 


4 


18 


5 


11 




54 


2 


7 


4 


l 22 


4 


- 


4 


9 & 




38 


3 


2 


1 


0 31 


2 


- 


9 


9 i 




i<) 


7 




6 


0 38 


6 


J 9 


6 


9 \ 




66 


5 


3 


.4 


3 3 9 


‘7 




1 


10 




I/O 




10 


5 


1 11 


6 


11 


- 


9 £ 




62 


4 


6 


4 


3 5 


4 


18 


6 


9 h 




46 


15 


9 


3 


0 6 


4 


u 


9 


12 




55 


1 


- 


- 




7 


- 


- 


9i 




66 


10 


" 


j n 


3 31 


7 


- 


- 


11 




77 


_ 


_ 


8 


i 29 


1-2 


16 


- 








12 


- 


2 


1 36 


4 


- 


8 


9 i 




3« 


6 


4 


0 


3 0 


1 


- 


- 


11 




11 


— 


- 


4 


2 20 


8 


9 


- 


11 




9 3 


19 


- 


5 


3 7 




12 




9 i 




81 


18 


9 


2 


1 29 


4 


3 


7* 


12 




50 


3 




4 


2 24 


6 


14 


7 


9 k 




63 18 




3 


2 32 


5 


7 


7 


9 h 




51 


2 


-i 


6 


l 5 


8 


8 


8 


9 i 




80 


2 




5 


3 21 


8 


12 


6 


9 h 




81 


18 


9 


1 - 




8 


10 


- 


10 




85 


- 




18 


2 28 


18 


10 


-{ 


10J and a 
fraction 


} 


200 


- 


- 


7 


0 20 


10 


10 




none. 










376 


2 0 


412 




3 






,068 


3 


6! 



f Total arrears to 
l 1st May 1846. 



Statute Measure - - 6cg 3 15 



Geo. Knox, 

Present Agent. 



(Copy.) —No. 72. — 

Attorney-General for Ireland to the Honourable Charles Gore. 

29, Upper Fitzwilliam-street, 

Dear Sir, . 23d Noveipber 1846. 

I have had a communication with Mr. Hamilton, and I find that proceedings 
have been taken at the suit of the Crown against 14 of the persons in possession 
of the Roscommon property, and that they hold about one-fourth of the lands, and 
that the Crown is now in a position to issue process for taking the possession from 
457- k. 2 therm 
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them, and that no proceeding has hereto been taken against the holders and occu- 
piers of the remaining three-fourths of the land. J have directed Mr. Hamilton to 
serve a notice on the 14 defendants, requiring them within a month to enter into 
some arrangement as to past rent, and also as to a future tenancy, and suggesting 
that they should send up to Dublin some authorized persons to make proposals 
on the subject, and apprizing them that if this was not done, process would be 
issued and immediate possession taken of this land. I have also directed a notice 
much to the same effect to be served on the other tenants, If the defendants and 
the other tenants will not enter into any arrangement, and I think it should not be 
a severe one, I think that the case should be immediately enforced and possession 
taken from the defendants. 

Believe me, &c. 

The Honourable Charles Gore, Richard Moore. 

&c. &c. &c. 



No. 73 . (Copy.) — No. 73. — 

Messrs. Hamilton & Co. to Commissioners ofWooi>s. 

Attorney-General v. Narry. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, Dublin, 24th November 1346. 

A few days ago the Attorney-General required us to inform him of the number 
of tenants included in the information in this cause, and the quantity of land in 
their possession, which we accordingly did, and verbally informed him of the state 
of the proceedings in the cause. We received last evening from the Attorney- 
General a note, of which we send you a copy, by which you will perceive he 
advises a notice to he served on the tenants who are defendants, stating to them, 
that unless within a month they entered into a satisfactory arrangement as to the 
lands held by them, the process of the court would be executed, and all of them 
turned out of possession, and that a similar notice should be served cm the tenants 
who are not defendants, and that if the notice should not be complied with, 
immediate proceeding would be taken against them. 

We are not aware of the result of Mr. Knox’s negotiations with the tenants; 
but we have by this post informed him of the direction given by the Attorney- 
General, and requesting to know whether there is any chance of an arrangement 
being made. 

We presume, from the language of the Attorney-General's note, that he is not 
aware of the Crown having an agent on the spot, through whom the arrangements 
could be made, as he suggests that a party authorised on the part of the tenants 
should come to Dublin. 

We shall await the instructions of your Board, 

' Wo are, &c. 

tI T ^ ^Commissioners of jRofa. Hamilton & Co. 

Her Majesty s Woods, &c. 



Enel, iu No. 73 . Enclosure in No. 73. 

Attorney-General for Ireland to Messrs. Hamilton & Co. 

Attorney-General v. Narry. 

Dear Sirs, 25th November 1840 . 

It is necessary that some immediate step should be taken in the above cases, and I have 
been directed by the Commissioners of Woods and Forests to see that no time is lost in 
executing the process of the Court of Exchequer, and taking possession under it, if the 
defendants will not at once enter into some satisfactory arrangement. I understand from 
your conversation and letter that there are 14 defendants in the cause holding about one- 
fourth of the lands, and that you are now in a position to issue legal process to dispossess 
them ; but that no proceedings have been as yet taken against the persons holding the 
remaining three-fourths of the land. 1 think that an immediate communication in writing 
should be made to the 14 defendants, stating to them that unless within a month they 
entered into a satisfactory arrangement as to the lands held by them, that the process of the 
Court would be executed, and all of them turned out of possession, and suggesting to them 
that it would be right to name and authorize some person, and send him to Dublin, to propose 
terms as to the payment of the past arrears and forfeiture rent, in order that same might be 
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A similar notice should be served on the other tenants, not being defendants, and that if 
this notice be not complied with, immediate proceedings will be taken against them. 

Yours truly, 

Messrs. Robt. Hamilton & Co. Richard Moore. 



(Copy.) 



— No. 74. — 



Commissioners of Woods to Attorney-General for Ireland. 



Office of Woods, 30th November 1846. 

I have the honour, on behalf of the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods, 
to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 23d instant, statinc the 
instructions given by you to the Board’s solicitors in Dublin, in reference to the 
course most advisable to be pursued as to the present state of the Crown lands at 
Ballykilcliue, county Roscommon, in which t'.ie Commissioners entirely coincide, 
and to state that they will be prepared to recommend to the Treasury the adoption 
of such arrangements as to the arrears on this property as you may consider 
expedient, in the event of the occupiers being disposed to come 'to a settlement as 
to the future occupation of the lands. 

The Board’s solicitors have been instructed to proceed at once to carry cut your 
suggestions; and to take measure for procuring the attendance in Dublin of some 
party on behalf of the tenants generally, to communicate with them on the 
proposals to be submitted by them. 



The Right Hon. the 
Attorney-General for Ireland. 



I am, &c. 

Charles Gore. 



No. 



(Copy.) —No. 75.— 

Commissioners of Woods to Messrs. Hamilton & Co. 

Gentlemen, Office of Woods, 30th November 1846. 

'I HAVE, on behalf of the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods, to acknowledge 
receipt of your letter of 24th instant, enclosing copy of a communication made to 
yon by the Attorney-Genera] for Ireland, in relation to the course to be pursued 
against the several defendants in the cause Attorney-General v. Narryand others, 
occupiers of portions of the Crown lands of Ballykilcline, as well as in relation to’ 
the other occupiers. 

And 1 have, on the Board’s behalf, to state that they have received a similar 
communication from the Attorney-General, and that as they entirely coincide in 
the views entertained by him, it is their desire that his instructions should be 
carried out in the mode suggested. 

And I have further to state, that the Attorney-General, in proposing the 
attendance in Dublin of oneol the occupiers on behalf of the w hole, was cognizant 
of there being an agent for the Crown resident on the spot, but it was considered 
expedient that such a course should be adopted, in order, if possible, to obtain 
the views of the tenants generally as to the arrangements to be made, uninfluenced 
by the difficulties that might affect a settlement of the questions on the spot. 
And I have, therefore, to desire that a communication may be made to Mr. Knox, 
in order to his selection of some respectable and responsible party from among 
the tenants, who would be disposed to communicate with you in Dublin as to 
the proposals to be made by the occupiers. 

Iu the event of such an arrangement being made, and of proposals on behalf of 
the occupiers being submitted to you, l have to desire that the views of the 
Attorney-General may be obtained thereon, and submitted for the Board’s 
consideration. 

I am, &c. 

Charles Gore. 
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(Copy.) — No. 76. — 

Messrs. Hamilton & Co. to Commissioners of Woods. 

The Attorney-General against Narry and others. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, Dublin, 24th December 1846. 

With reference to your letter of the 30th ultimo, directing that the instructions 
of the Attorney-General respecting the several parties in possession of the lands 
of Ballykilcline should be carried out in the mode suggested, we beg to say that 
we, on the 3d instant, transmitted to Mr. Knox the several notices directed by 
the Attorney- General to be served on the defendants in this cause and the other 
occupiers of the lands, and have this day received a communication from him, 
a copy of which we send herewith, stating that the services of the notices have 
been accomplished, and that five of the tenants have agreed to come to Dublin to 
make proposals in respect to the payment of the past arrears, and the future 
occupation of their holdings ; and we shall communicate the result of such 
proposals, together with the Attorney-General’s views thereon, to your Board as 
early as possible. We are, &c. 

The Commissioners of JRobt. Hamilton & Co. 

Her Majesty’s Woods, &e. 



Enclosure in No. 76. 

George Knox, Esquire, to Messrs. Hamilton & Co. 

The Attorney-General against Narry and others. 

Gentlemen, Strokestown, 23d December 1846. 

From the numerous public works at present going on in the locality of Ballykilcline, 
and consequently the number of persons collected there, I could not venture to serve the 
notices without the presence of a police magistrate and military force, and it was only on 
yesterday that I could obtain that assistance"; I therefore enclose you the original, copies of 
which were served on the 14 persons who have been ejected, and a printed original, the 
copies of which were sewed on the other tenants, and the particulars of service marked in 
a book, as they were too numerous for entry on the back of the original. 

Five of the tenants agreed to go to Dublin in next week, in order to become amenable to 
the Crown, and to make terms, but only for themselves, as it is impossible to got them oil 
to agree to it ; however, if they do go as they promised me, it would ([ consider) bo very 
advisable to give those persons leases and a settlement, particularly as they arc the chief 
tenants, and most responsible people among them. 

I went over the entire of the lands yesterday, and must say that I found them a very 
different tenantry from last year, certainly not three months’ provision with any of them, 
and their holding neglected and unimproved. 

I enclose you the names of the persons who state they will go to your office ; but they 
have so frequently disappointed me, that I cannot depend on the certainty of their 
doing so. 

I am, &c. 

Messrs. R. Hamilton & Co. Geo. Knox . 

Dublin. 



(Copy.) — No. 77.— 

Messrs. Hamilton & Co. to Commissioners of Woods. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, Dublin, 9th January 1847. 

With reference to our Report of the 24th ultimo, and the copy of a letter 
received from Mr. Knox, which accompanied it, we beg to acquaint you that the 
five tenants of the lands of Ballykilcline, who he stated harl agreed to come to 
Dublin to make terms for themselves as to payment of past arrears of rent and 
the future occupation of their portions of the land, have not as yet called upon 
us, neither has any person appeared for the like purpose on the part of the tenants 
generally. The month allowed to the tenants to make terms will expire on the 
23d instant ; and should no arrangement have been come to at that time, we beg 
to know whether we shall follow the instructions already given by the Attorney- 
General for Ireland, without referring the matter again to him. 

We are, &e. 

The Commissioners of RoiL Hamilton & Co. 

her Majesty’s Woods, &c. 



(Copy.) 
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(Copy.) — No. 78. — 

Messrs. Hamilton &s Co. to Commissioners of "Woods. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, Dublin, 23d January 1847. 

Referring to our Report of the 9th instant, we beg to acquaint you that no 
person on the part of the tenants of the lands ( of Ballykilcline has called on us 
for the purpose of making terms and entering into an arrangement for the pay- 
ment of past arrears due by them, and the future occupation of their respective 
portions of the lands ; and as the month allowed for this purpose expired yesterday, 
we have to request the instructions of your Board whether or not we shall follow 
the directions already given by the Attorney- General for Ireland, in respect to 
the proceedings to be taken against the tenants, or if we shall again refer the 
matter to him. 

We are, &c. 

The Commissioners of Robert Hamilton & Co. 

Her Majesty’s Woods, &c. 



(Copy.) -No. 79.— 

Commissioners of Woods to Messrs. Hamilton & Co. 

Gentlemen, Office of Woods, 28th January 1847. 

The Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods have had under their consideration 
your Reports, respectively dated 9th and 23d instant, reporting that the tenants 
of the Crown lands of Ballykilcline, who had promised to attend in Dublin with 
the view of proposing arrangements as to the arrears of rent, and the future 
occupation under this Board, had not called upon you, and that no party had 
applied to you on the part of the tenants generally for the like purpose, and 
requesting the Board’s instructions as to the proceedings to be now adopted. 

And l have, on the Board’s behalf, to desire that, as the month allowed to the 
tenants to propose terms has now expired, you will take immediate steps for 
carrying our the course suggested by the Attorney-General for Ireland in this 
matter, submitting to him, in the first instance, the instructions you have received, 
and the mode in which you will proceed thereunder, in order that he may furnish 
you with any further directions which he may think it advisable to give in the 
matter. 

I am, &c. 

Messrs. Hamilton & Co. Charles Gore. 



(Extract.) — No. 80. — 

Lord Lieutenant of Ireland to Chief Commissioners of Woods. 

The Castle, 18th February. 

* * ****** 

I entirely concur in the opinion of the enclosed from the Attorney -General, 
and if you approve of it also, you had better, I think, write me word that you 
think so, and that you leave the time for the tenants to come in to be named by 
the Attorney-General. 

Bessborough. 



Enclosure in No. 80. 

Attorney-General for Ireland to Lord Lieutenant. 

My Lord, 17 th February 1847 . 

I take the liberty of calling your attention to the case of the Crown property situated in 
the county of Roscommon. . 

The lease of that property expired several years ago, but the tenants in possession refused 
to give up the lands, and proceedings were taken against some of them, and the Crown is 
now in a position to dispossess the persons in possession of about one-fourth of the lands. 
In December last a notice was served on all the tenants, with the approbation of your 
457. & 4 Excellency, 
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Excellency, requiring them, within a month, to come in, and to make arrangements for the 
taking out leases under the Crown, and in default of doing so, they would be dispossessed 
With 'this notice none of the tenants have complied, and they are manifestly under the 
impression that the Crown either is unable or unwilling to turn them out ; and certainly the 
delay of the last 10 years in asserting the title of the Crown was well calculated to induce 
them to think so, 1 beg leave respectfully to suggest to your Excellency the necessity of 
vindicating the law, and putting the Crown into actual possession ; hut as it might appear 
to be harsh to turn out so many families at .this season of the year, without affoiclirw them 
an opportunity of looking elsewhere lor residence, I would advise a notice to he served on 
them, stating that on a specified day the injunction would be executed; and I think that 
after this notice, and the indulgence hitherto afforded to them, they can have no reasonable 
ground of complaint. It u ay be hoped that they would come in and take leases under the 
Crown, and if so, no harsh at.*ps need be taken ; but if they do not, I would respectfully 
advise the injunction to be<x cuted and possession maintained by a sufficient military or 
police force. I have submitted the above for your Excellency’s consideration, and if you 
approve of it, I would respectfully request that you would specify the time that should be 
allowed the tenants to remove from the lands. 

I have, &c. 

His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, Richard Moore 

See. &c. &c. 



No. 81. (Copy.) 



-No. Si.— 



The Chief Commissioner of Woods to the Loud Lieutenant of Ireland. 



His Excellency 

The Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 



I have, See. 

Morpeth. 



No. 8 a, (Extract.) 



My Lord, Office of Woods, 23d February 1847. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency's communi- 
cation of the 18th instant, enclosing a letter from the Attorney-General for Ireland 
on the subject of the present state of the proceedings as to the Crown lands of 
Ballykilcline, in the county of Roscommon, in which he suggests the necessity of 
vindicating the law, and putting the Crown into actual possession under the 
decree which has been obtained ; but that as it might appear harsh at this season 
of the year to turn out so many families without affording them the means of 
looking elsewhere for residence, he would advise a notice to be served on them, 
fixing a day on which the injunction would be executed, and that after such 
notice and the indulgence they have received, they can have no reasonable cause 
of complaint. Further, that it may be hoped they might yet come in with 
proposals for taking leases, and that if so, no harsh steps need be taken, but if 
not, he advises that the injunction should be executed at the period fixed, and 
possession maintained by a sufficient military and police force ; and he suggests 
that the period to be allowed before executing the injunction should be fixed by 
your Excellency. 

These communications have been laid before the Commissioners ; and I have 
to state, for your Excellency’s information, that they coincide entirely in the 
expediency of adopting the course suggested by the Attornov-General, and also 
in the opinion expressed in your communication, that the’ period now to be 
allowed to the tenants should be named by the Attorney-General. 

The Commissioners have received a report from their solicitors in Dublin, trans- 
mitting a case submitted to the Attorney ^General on this matter, with his opinion 
thereon, expressed in similar terms to that communicated to your Excellency, and 
the Board’s instructions will be forwarded to their solicitors to take the necessary 
steps forthwith for carrying out his views under his immediate advice and 
directions. 



— No. 82.— 

Commissioners of Woods to Messrs. Hamilton & Co. 

Attorney- General v. Narry and others. 

Gentlemen, ? Office of Woods, 23d February 1847. 

1 have, on the Board s behalf, to state, that a communication has been received 
from the Lord Lieutenant, enclosing one to his Excellency from the Attorney- 

General, 
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General, in which his opinion is given as to the course to be pursued herein, and 
in transmitting which, his Excellency states, he entirely concurs in the views 
therein expressed, and that he considers the time to he allowed to the tenants 
before executing the decree should be named by the Attorney-General. 

And as the Board entirely coincides with the proposed arrangements, I have 
to desire that you will forthwith prepare the proper notice to be served on the 
tenants specified in the case in a form to be settled by the Attorney-General, 
inserting therein such a period as he may deem it advisable to grant to the parties 
before executing the injunction, and that you will give the necessary instruc- 
tions to Mr. Kuox for having the same served accordingly. After service of 
the notice, should any offer be made by the parties of submission or of agreeing 
to the terms already proposed, you will transmit the same to the Commis- 
sioners, with such advice and directions as the Attorney-General may see fit to 
give thereon. 

1 am, &c. 

Messrs. Hamilton & Co. Charles Gore. 



(Copy.) — No. 83.— 

Messrs. Hamilton & Co. to the Commissioners of Woods. 

Lands of Ballykilcline. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, Dublin, 22d February 1847. 

We beg to say that, should your Board adopt the course advised by the Attorney 
General that a notice should be served, naming a specific day for the 14 defendants 
in the cause to leave the lands, and apprizing them that, on that day, the injunction 
would be positively executed, we would suggest, that in order to carry out the 
arrangements which were contemplated for retaining the possession when the 
injunction was obtained, which was, that either the houses in which the defendants 
reside should be levelled to the ground and the materials removed so as to prevent 
them being rebuilt, or that two or three of the best of the houses should be put 
in repair and fitted up as barracks for a resident force of either military or police, 
your Board should at once enter into communication with the Government with 
the view of obtaining such force, and that all necessary arrangements may be 
made previous to the execution of the writ of injunction so as at once to take 
and retain the possession. 

We remain, &c. 

The Commissioners Robt. Hamilton & Co. 

of Her Majesty’s Woods, &c. 



(Copy.) _ No. 84. — 

Messrs. Hamilton and Co. to the Commissioners of Woods. 

Lands of Ballykilcline. 

. 42, Upper Sackville-street, 

My Lord and Gentlemen, 25th February 1847. 

In reply to your letter of the 23d instant, directing us to prepare the notice 
to be served on the tenants of these lands who are defendants in the cause 
in a form to be settled by the Attorney-General, inserting therein such a period 
as. he might deem it advisable to grant to the parties before executing the 
injunction ; 

We beg to say, that vie have prepared and submitted to the Attorney-Genera! 
such notice, and when settled by him we shall give the necessary instructions to 
Mr. Knox for having it served. 

Your letter does not contain any express instructions to prepare the information 
against the other tenants of the lands, as advised by the Attorney-General ; but 
should you concur in that opinion, we would suggest that it should be done at 
once, for as it will be necessary, in ordgr to effect the service of the above notice, 
that a body of military or police should be obtained to protect the person 
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whom Mr. Knox will employ for that purpose, the same opportunity might be 
taken for serving on the other tenants the writs which will issue on filing the 
information, and which may probably produce a good effect, as showing the 
determination of the Crown to assert and maintain its rights as to the whole 
of the lands. 

We are, &c. 

The Commissioners of Robert Hamilton & Co. 

Her Majesty’s Woods, &c. 



No. 85. 



(Copy.) — No. 85. — 

Commissioners of Woods, &c. to Messrs. Hamilton & Co. . 



Gentlemen, Office of Woods, 2d March 1847. 

Referring to your communications of 22d and 25tli ultimo, in relation to the 
proceedings recommended by the Attorney-General to be adopted for enforcing 
the injunction obtained against certain of the occupiers of the lands in Ballykilcline, 
and for putting the Crown into possession of their respective holdings ; 

I have, on the Board’s behalf, to state, that they have communicated to the 
Lord Lieutenant, that the notices advised by the Attorney-General are about to 
be served through the medium of the Crown agent, at the lands ; and bis 
Excellency’s attention has been drawn to the necessity of such instructions being 
.issued as may secure the assistance of such a military and police force as may 
be requisite for the protection of the person employed by Mr. Knox on the 
occasion. 

The Board have also considered your suggestion as to the preparation of the 
information against the other occupiers of the lands, with the view of the notices 
that will be issued on filing such information being served at the same time 
with those now prepared ; and I have to state, that the Commissioners consider 
it will be expedient to file the information prepared forthwith, and, if practicable, 
that the several notices to be issued, founded thereon, should be forwarded to 
Mr. Knox, in order to their being served at the same time with those prepared in 
relation to the injunction. 

With respect to the proceedings that may be found necessary at the expiration 
of the period fixed by the Attorney-General for the execution of the injunction, 
I have to state, that his Excellency has been informed, that it is anticipated 
the assistance both of military and police will be required on the occasion for 
the removal of the parties from their tenements, and for maintaining the Crown’s 
possession after such ejectment, and that you have been instructed to communi- 
cate with Mr. Knox, in order to ascertain what assistance will probably be 
required on the occasion, should it be found necessary, from a continued 
determination of the parties to enter into no arrangement with this Board, to 
proceed to their ejectment at the expiration of the period to be fixed by the 
Attorney-General. 

And I have, therefore, to desire that the Commissioners may be informed of 
the period named by the Attorney-General in the notices now about to be served, 
as that to be allowed to the tenants before ejectment, and that you will, in sufficient 
time before that period shall elapse, communicate with Mr. Knox as to the 
assistance which may be probably required for proceeding in the ejectment, 
and as to the course, he would recommend in carrying out the same, which the 
Board conceive would be most effectually done by levelling the tenements, with 
the exception of two or three, to be appropriated for the occupation of such 
a resident force of military or police as may be deemed requisite for maintaining 
the possession. 

On receipt of your report herein, a further communication will be made to 
the Lord Lieutenant, with a view to the necessary instructions being issued far 
the assistance required. 



Messrs. R. Hamilton & Co. 



I am, $;c. 

A. Milne. 
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(Copy.) —No. 86.— No. 86, 

Commissioners of Woods to Under-Secretary for Ireland. 

Sir, Office of Woods, &c., 2d March 184-7. 

Referring to the communication from this Office of the 23d ultimo, to the 
Lord Lieutenant, in reply to his Excellency’s letter of the 18th, in relation to the 
course proposed by the Attorney-General for proceeding against the occupiers of 
the lands of Ballykilcline, 

I have, on behalf of the Commissioners of Woods, &c., to state, for his Excel- 
lency’s information, that the Board’s solicitors have stated that the notice recom- 
mended by the Attorney-General to be served On the several parties against whom 
an injunction has been obtained for putting the Crown into possession, notifying 
the period at which such injunction will be peremptorily executed, has been 
prepared, and is about to be finally settled by the Attorney-General, when it will 
be forwarded to the Crown’s agent at the lands, in order to be served on the 
individuals named therein. This service the solicitors state can only be effected 
through the medium of a sufficient military and police force for the protection of 
the persons employed therein. 

And I have to request that his Excellency’s attention may be drawn to the 
necessity of such instructions being issued as may secure the assistance of such 
a force of police and military as may ensure the due service of such notices, and 
prevent any breach of the peace on the occasion. 

The Board would also desire that his Excellency’s attention may be drawn to 
the expediency of similar arrangements being made for supporting the proceedings 
that may become necessary in executing the injunction, should the determined 
opposition of the occupiers to entering into any terms of settlement render it 
imperative to put the same in force. 

On this subject, the Board’s solicitors have been directed to put themselves 
into communication with the Crown agent, and to report, at the proper period, 
what assistance may be deemed requisite for the execution of the injunction, the 
removal of the occupiers, and the maintaining possession on the part of the 
Crown, when a further communication will be made to his Excellency on the 
subject. 

I am, &c. 

T. N. Redington, Esq. A. Milne. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Office of Woods, &c.\ 
19 March 1847. J 
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II. 



RETURN of all Law Costs which have been furnished as incurred or paid 
by Her Majesty’s Commissioners of Woods and Forests in the Management 
of the Crown Estate, situated in the Parish of Kilglass and County of 
Roscommon, in Ireland, since the Expiration of the Lease which last entitled 
the said Commissioners to claim Possession thereof. 



Periods within which such Costs 
have been rendered. 


Nature of Costs. 


1st March 1837 to 25th March 'l 
1838 - - - -J 

Aug. 1840 to April 1842 
April 184a to 31st March 1843 

April 1843 to March 1844 - j 


Solicitors’ Bills .... 

Solicitors’ Bills - 

Solicitors’ Bills .... 

Solicitors’ Bills .... 

Costs incurred by the Sub-Sheriff off! 

the county of Roscommon - -J 

Costs incurred by Quit Rent Driver 


April 1844(0 Sept. 1845 


Solicitors’ Bills - 
Costs incurred by Quit Rent Driver 
Charges paid to Barrister employed 1 
at the Sessions - - - - J 


Sept. 1845 to Sept. 1846 
Sept. 1846 to March 1847 - 


Solicitors’ Bills .... 

Solicitors’ Bills - 



Total Costs incurred from 1834 to 1847 



£. 



(I. 



6i 16 io 
38 - - 
3 - - 

51 7 1 
28 9 7 

22’ 1 - 



- - - £. 



£. s. d. 

5 3 3 



1 10 8 
8r 77 



101 17 8 

14G to 3 
29 6 to 



468 13 1 



Office of Woods, &c. 'I 
19 March 1847. J - 



MORPETH, ", 
A. MILNE, 
CHARLES GORE, J 



Commissioners of Her Majesty's 
W oods, Forests, &c. 
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